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Introduction 

 

There are no Jehovah’s Witnesses in the world today who as 

publishers of the Watchtower Society waited for the year 1914. It 

seems that the last of them was Frederick W. Franz (born 1893), the 

president of this organization. The Watchtower Society recalls his 

expectations, shared also by all the followers of the organization 

living in those years:  

 

F. W. Franz, who was baptized in 1913, well expressed the 

feelings of Jehovah’s Witnesses. In 1991, as president of the Watch 

Tower Society, he stated: “(...) We of the remnant who were on hand 

in the year 1914, when we expected all of us to go to heaven, have 

not lost our sense of value of that hope. (Jehovah’s Witnesses—

Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 716). 

 

There are no longer any Jehovah’s Witness today, who as the 

publishers of the Watchtower Society, were waiting for the year 

1918, which the organization now mentions as follows: 

 

Shortly after this, members of the Society’s administrative staff 

were arrested, and on June 21, 1918, they were sentenced to 20-year 

prison terms. (...) Was this the time when they would at last be united 

with the Lord in heavenly glory? A few months later, the war ended. 

The following year the officials of the Society were released. They 

were still in the flesh. It was not what they had expected... (Jehovah’s 

Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 pp. 211-212). 

 

However, perhaps there are still single Jehovah’s Witnesses living 

in the world, who were waiting for the year 1925. It is important to 

point out that this generation is about to end. The publishers of the 

Watchtower Society are not generally baptized before the age of five, 

so the youngest of them, waiting for 1925, would have more than 90 
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years to live today (according to the Jehovah’s Witnesses 

publication, the youngest baptized people are 6 years old children). 

There are currently many Jehovah’s Witnesses who are over 90 years 

old, but probably only a few of them had joined the organization 

before the discussed year. The year 1925 became a critical date for 

Jehovah’s Witnesses for long time, until the year 1975 came. The 

fame of the year 1975 outshined and replaced the year 1925. This 

organization sometimes even mentions both dates together: 

 

Bible Students, known since 1931 as Jehovah’s Witnesses, also 

expected that the year 1925 would see the fulfillment of marvelous 

Bible prophecies. They surmised that at that time the earthly 

resurrection would begin, bringing back faithful men of old, such as 

Abraham, David, and Daniel. More recently, many Witnesses 

conjectured that events associated with the beginning of Christ’s 

Millennial Reign might start to take place in 1975. Their anticipation 

was based on the understanding that the seventh millennium of 

human history would begin then. (Awake! 22.06 1995 p. 9). 

 

What’s more, 1925 was not just a regular date, but the one based 

on the chronology having the “divine origin”, as the Watchtower 

Society once claimed. This problem will be discussed in the chapters: 

Year 1922 – the fullness of expectations and Was 1925 more 

important than 1914? 

 

Interestingly, both mentioned dates (1925 and 1975), expected by 

the Watchtower Society, coincided with the Holy Years proclaimed 

by Popes. 

Oddly enough, the Watchtower Society just in 1925 announced 

that Jesus was reigning in heaven (since 1914). 

Each Holy Year proclaimed by Popes is called also a Jubilee Year. 

As we will see below, the Watchtower Society is using the same 

terminology for years connected with specific expectations, calling 

them “Years of Jubilee.” 

Those who recall 1925 remind that some of the publishers of the 

Watchtower Society (who were farmers) did not sow their field that 

year! 
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It seems unbelievable today, but if we consider that the 

Watchtower Society really meant 1925 to be the “Jubilee Year,” then 

we will see that it could have been indeed, in harmony with the Old 

Testament text: 

 

“That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; in it you shall neither 

sow nor reap what grows of itself nor gather the grapes from the 

undressed vines. For it is a jubilee. It shall be holy to you. You may 

eat the produce of the field.” (Leviticus 25:11-12, English Standard 

Version).  

 

Even in the key article, THE YEAR OF JUBILEE (The 

Watchtower February 15, 1925 p. 51) the organization recalled these 

biblical passages while discussing this topic. 

By way of introduction, it is worth to compare the length of the 

campaigns focused on individual years connected by the Watchtower 

Society with specific expectations. 

 

Years 1914/1915 – campaign duration: 1877-1915; 

Year 1918 – campaign duration: 1916-1918; 

Year 1925 – campaign duration: 1917-1925; 

Year 1975 – campaign duration: 1966-1975; 

“The generation of 1914” – campaign duration: 1926-1995. 

 

As seen from the above statement, the length of the 1925 

campaign was one of the shortest. However, this period of less than 9 

years was enough for the Watchtower Society to publish tones of 

publications that discussed and justified the year 1925 to be one of 

the most important dates in the world history. 

It is worth to mention here that the organization of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses, has always had a “backup date.” In case the former date 

did not turn out to be the right one and nothing happened, the second 

could appear from nowhere and postpone the expectations to a later 

time. 

Hence, the following back up dates are as follow (next to the 

original dates): 
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 For the year 1914, the backup date was: 1915. 

 For the year 1915, the backup date was: 1918. 

 For the year 1918, the backup dates were: 1920-1921. 

 For the years 1920-1921, the backup date: 1925. 

 For the year 1925, the backup date was: 1926. 

 For the year 1926, the backup dates were: 1931-1932. 

 In case of the thirties, forties, and fifties of the 20
th

 

century, the backup solution was: “the generation of 

1914.” 

 For 1975, the backup was “the generation of 1914.” 

 For “the generation 1914,” the backup was the end of 20
th

 

century. 

Since the 1925 campaign went down to the history already, we 

have decided to gather here the most important facts about the 

expectations of those years and keep them as a reference point for 

those that will be interested.  

We would like to sign that this is an abridgement of the Polish 

edition. The number of comments was reduced in comparison with 

the original ones, more advisable in case of Polish readers.  
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Calculating „Jubilee Years” 1874 and 1925 

 

Calculating the date 1925 was closely related to the time of the 

proclaimed “Jubilee Year.” This was a new concept of J.F. 

Rutherford (1869-1942), the President of the Watchtower Society, 

that surfaced and became widely advertised in 1918. In fact it was 

created quite a bit earlier, in 1917. Before we introduce it, let’s recall 

the previous calculation of the “Jubilee Year” dated on 1874 that was 

introduced by the former President of the organization, C.T. Russell 

(1852-1916). It can be found in his books, which were printed until 

1927 and advertised until 1930 (see e.g. The Watchtower November 

1, 1929 p. 322; Polish Watchtower April 1, 1930 p. 111). 

It is interesting how the Watchtower Society publishers could 

reconcile these two distant dates. The „Jubilee” was first set for 

1874, but later it was changed to 1925. 

How they were able in the years 1917 to 1930 to harmonize two 

kinds of publications with the two dates of the “Jubilee Year?” The 

first that was underway and the second, that was about to start? 

Here is a reminder of the “old” teaching, the Jubilee since 1874: 

 

Calculations based on this cycle of years led to the conclusion 

that perhaps a greater Jubilee for all the earth had begun in the 

autumn of 1874, that evidently the Lord had returned in that year 

and was invisibly present, and that “the times of restitution of all 

things” had arrived.—Acts 3:19-21, KJ. (Jehovah’s Witnesses—

Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 pp. 631-632). 

 

The “Jubilee Year” teaching of 1925 appeared later, between 

1917-1918. The Watchtower Society thus recalls its interpretation: 

 

In a booklet published in that same year, 1920, it was pointed out 

that if 70 full Jubilees were calculated from what was understood to 

be the date when Israel entered the Promised Land (...), this could 

point to the year 1925. (Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s 

Kingdom 1993 p. 632). 
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Finally, as it seems, in 1922 the Jubilee of 1874 was definitively 

rejected: 

 

Are the dates 1874 and 1925 beginnings of the two times of 

restitution? (...) We understand that the Jubilee type began to count 

in 1575 B.C.; and the 3,500-year period embracing the type must end 

in 1925, and that there should begin the operation of the antitype. It 

follows, then, that the year 1925 will mark the beginning of the 

restoration of all things lost by Adam’s disobedience. (The 

Watchtower November 1, 1922 p. 346). 

 

Strangely enough, in another publication the restitution was 

nevertheless linked to 1874: 

 

Prior to 1874 the Church for a long time had been in bondage to 

Babylonish systems. That year marked the second presence of our 

Lord (...) Restitution began in 1874. (The Watchtower April 1, 1924 

p. 101). 

 

The table below compares the teaching of the “Jubilee Year” 1874 

with the one of 1925. 
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The Time is at Hand 1889, 1902, 

1923, 1927 

Millions Now Living Will 

Never Die! 1920 

 We will now reckon all these 

from their commencement on 

entering Canaan, and see where 

they end.  

19 Cycles with Jubilees added 

(50 years each) = 950 years 

51 Cycles without Jubilees (49 

years each) = 2499 [years] 

70 Cycles, therefore, cover a 

period of 3449 [years] 

This period of 3449 years, 

reckoned from the entering of 

Canaan, ends as the foregoing, 

October, A. D. 1874 (...) The 

period of the 70 cycles, as 

shown above, from the 

beginning of the Jubilee system, 

on entering Canaan, until the 

antitype, the Great Jubilee, or 

Times of Restitution, began, 

Oct., A. D. 1874 (p. 194). 

The great antitypical Jubilee, 

the Times of Restitution of all 

things, had its beginning in the 

year 1874, when the presence of 

the great Restorer was also due. 

(p. 363). 

An understanding of the jubilee 

system which Jehovah 

inaugurated with Israel throws 

a great light upon the immediate 

future events. (...)Other 

Scriptures show that there were 

to be seventy jubilees kept. 

(Jeremiah 25:11; 2 Chronicles 

36:17-21) A simple calculation 

of these jubilees brings us to 

this important fact: Seventy 

jubilees of fifty years each 

would be a total of 3500 years. 

That period of time beginning 

1575 before A. D. 1 of necessity 

would end in the fall of the year 

1925, at which time the type 

ends and the great antitype must 

begin. What, then, should we 

expect to take place? In the type 

there must be a full restoration; 

therefore the great antitype 

must mark the beginning of 

restoration of all things. (pp. 

87-88). 

The last year of the 3,500 years 

will be itself a jubilee year 

witnessing the antitype, the 

great jubilee, of restitution. (p. 

110). 

 

Characteristic for both calculations of “Jubilee Years” is that both 

years (1874 and 1925) are obtained by adding certain amount of 

years to the baseline, i.e. 1575 before Christ. In the first case, it is 
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3449 years and in the second 3500 years. For further changes 

regarding the “Jubilee Year,” please see the chapter: Reinterpretation 

of the Jubilees. 

 

Alternative methods of calculating the year 1925 

 

Since the Watchtower Society always had alternative calculations 

for its specific dates, the 1925 was not an exception. It was even 

justified with the misuse of the Bible; the concept must be built on 

“two or three witnesses” (Matthew 18:16). Below we present a brief 

overview of these other calculations. 

 

Year 2013 before Christ plus 3960 years 
 

As he began his sojourn in the land in the year 2,045 B.C., it 

follows that the 3,960 years begin to count from 2,035 B.C. 2,035 

plus 1,925 equals 3,960. Accordingly Abraham should enter upon the 

actual possession of his promised inheritance in the year 1925 A.D. 

(The Watchtower October 15, 1917 p. 6157, reprints). 

 

[Genesis] 15:7-21. (...) Eleven symbolic years, the combined ages 

of these animals, equal 3,960 literal years. They begin to count, as 

appears from Genesis 16:3, “after Abram had dwelt ten years in the 

land of Canaan” and this, as the Bible chronology shows, was about 

October 1, 2,036 B.C. 2,035 1/4 years brings us down to the A.D. 

period and 1,924 3/4 brings us to the full end of the 3,960. 1,924 full 

years of the A.D. period will end December 31, 1924 A.D. and 3/4 

years more ends about October 1, 1925 A.D., at which time there is 

reason to believe that Abraham will come into possession of his 

inheritance. (Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 108). 

 

Year 1874 plus 50  
 

(...) and since the Lord used the natural wheat harvest of Israel as 

a picture of the harvest of his people, it might not be out of place 

here to say that from the time of the beginning of the Jewish harvest 
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until Pentecost was fifty days; and carrying out the Biblical rule of a 

day for a year, it would not be unreasonable to conclude that the 

harvest of the Gospel Age would cover a period of fifty years. During 

the period of time since 1874 there has been a great gathering 

together of Christian people from different quarters of the earth, 

without regard to creed or denomination. (Our Lord’s Return 1925 

pp. 30-31). 

 

His presence beginning in 1874, he has carried on his harvest 

work from 1874 forward... (Our Lord’s Return 1925 pp. 36-37). 

 

Periods of three and a half years and periods of seven years  
 

1918-1925 (7 years) 

 

It seems conclusive that the hour of Nominal Zion's travail is fixed 

for the Passover of 1918. (See Rev. 3:14.) That will be 7 years prior 

to 1925. At that time there is every reason to believe the fallen angels 

will invade the minds of many of the Nominal Church people, driving 

them to exceedingly unwise conduct and leading to their destruction 

at the hands of the enraged masses, who will later be dragged to the 

same fate. (The Finished Mystery 1917 p. 128). 

 

1921-1925 (3,5 years) 

 

(...) and we therefore expect three and a half years of proscription 

of the Truth, from the spring of 1918 to the fall of 1921. This will 

give the Great Company splendid opportunities for martyrdom and 

allow another three and a half years, to the spring of 1925, for the 

world to think the matter over, by which time, doubtless, they will be 

quite ready to listen to the voice that speaks from Heaven. – Heb. 

12:19. (The Finished Mystery 1917 p. 177). 

 

Year 1914 plus 10.5 years 

 

The French Revolution lasted ten and a half years, from June 

17th, 1789, when the Assembly began its reign, until Napoleon seized 

the government and caused himself to be appointed First Consul, 



 

14 
 

November 9th, 1799. This coincides well with the thought previously 

expressed (Rev. 7:3) that all phases of Babylon will not be disposed 

of until about ten and a half years from the fall of 1914. (The 

Finished Mystery 1917 p. 178). 

 

Years 1914/1915 plus 10-11 years 
 

No doubt Satan believed the Millennial Kingdom was due to be 

set up in 1915; and no doubt, also, he knew that seven years prior to 

the time of the setting up of that kingdom the restraints upon the evil 

spirits would be lifted. Be that as it may, there is evidence that the 

establishment of the Kingdom in Palestine will probably be in 1925, 

ten years later than we once calculated. The 70 jubilees, reckoned as 

50 years each, expire October, 1925. (B186.) Gen. 15:1-16:3, read 

connectedly, indicates that Abraham's vision as to when he would 

receive the Kingdom was not granted until ten years after the 

Covenant was made, or 2035 B. C. The ages of the animals offered 

aggregated eleven years, which, applied prophetically, on the scale 

of a year for a day, equal 3960 years, the length of time from the date 

of the visions to A. D. 1925 (The Finished Mystery 1917 p. 128). 

 

The number ten is often used in the Scriptures, and apparently 

there is some peculiar significance attached to it. (...) Ten years from 

1914 is 1924. If the Jews were in their homeland we would have 

expected the blowing of the typical jubilee trumpets to begin about 

October 1st, 1924, announcing the year 1925 as the jubilee (The 

Watchtower February 15, 1925 p. 54). 

 

C. T. Russell and year 1925 

 

C.T. Russell (died 1916), the founder of the Watchtower Society 

and its President, most likely had nothing to do with 1925. In the 

light of his death in 1916 it can be assumed the boundaries of his and 

his friends’ statements were those that pointed to the years 1918 and 

1920 and suggested 1921 (7 years after 1914). Here they are: 
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We see no reason for doubting, therefore, that the Times of the 

Gentiles ended in October, 1914; and that a few more years will 

witness their utter collapse and the full establishment of God's 

Kingdom in the hands of Messiah. But by that time, the Elijah Class 

will have passed beyond the Veil; for “when He [Jesus] shall appear 

in His glory, we [the Church] also will appear with Him.” (...) 

Incidentally we remark that some historians put the end of the Jewish 

Time of Trouble as April A. D. 73, which would correspond to April 

1918. (The Watchtower September 1, 1916 p. 5950-5951, reprints). 

See Pastor Russell’s Sermons 1917 p. 287. 

 

When he called upon me I said, ‘Since the year 73 A. D. saw the 

complete overthrow of nominal Natural Israel in Palestine, so in the 

parallel year 1918, I infer we should look for the complete overthrow 

of nominal Spiritual Israel; i. e., the fall of Babylon. (Rev. 18.) 

Brother Russell replied: ‘Exactly. That is exactly the inference to 

draw.’ (The Finished Mystery 1917, 1926 p. 129). 

 

Six years dividing the land. Great time of Trouble until 1920 (The 

Watchtower June 15, 1905 p. 3579, reprints). 

 

[Question, year 1910] We believe them. We have believed them 

from the first; we are acting upon that belief. But, my dear friends, if 

October, 1915, came, or October, 1920, came, and no great time of 

trouble, and no change of all the Church came, it would not 

overthrow my faith in the divine plan of the ages for a moment. 

(What Pastor Russell Said. His answer to hundreds of questions 1917 

p. 556). 

 

QUESTION (1909) — How long after 1914 do you think the 

present conditions of sickness, suffering, and the Adamic death will 

continue? 

ANSWER — (...) Some things in the Scriptures imply that it might 

last for seven years, and others one year, but there is nothing 

definite. (What Pastor Russell Said. His answer to hundreds of 

questions 1917 p. 647). 
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Everything indicates that C.T. Russell’s successor, i.e. J. F. 

Rutherford, is the one who introduced the doctrine of 1925 for the 

Watchtower Society. 

But that is not all. 3 years after the death of C.T. Russell the 

Watchtower Society attributed year 1925 to none else but to Russell 

itself. 

 

Many years ago Pastor Russell pointed out from Holy Writ that 

Jerusalem is to be the capital of the world, when the new era is fully 

established, probably from the year 1925 on; and that from that 

center the natural seed of Abraham would bless all mankind. (The 

Watchtower February 15, 1919 p. 6391, reprints). 

 

Pastor Russell pointed out that the Jubilee cycles instituted by 

God to be observed by Israel “when they entered into the land” was 

a period of 3500 years and would expire in 1925 (The Golden Age 

August 16, 1922 p. 731). 

 

In discussing the jubilees in Volume Two of SCRIPTURES 

STUDIES Brother Russell pointed out that the last typical jubilee 

should merge into the antitypical jubilee, and might, therefore, be 

properly considered as the beginning of the antitype. In the type, the 

year 1925 would have been confined to the natural Israelites. (The 

Watchtower February 15, 1925 p. 56). 

 

C.T. Russell shortly before he died in April 1916 continuously 

rejected the 1925 prediction. When asked about this date by one of 

the Watchtower female readers, he said: 

 

Otherwise they would know from its columns that we are not 

looking forward to 1925, nor to any other date. (The Watchtower 

April 15, 1916 p. 5888 [reprint]). 

 

We know where the counting of the Sabbath cycles began, namely, 

when God's Chosen People entered the land of Canaan. The record 

is that their first year was a Sabbath Year, during which they neither 

sowed nor reaped, but "ate the old corn of the land." In the above 

quotation the Lord distinctly tells us that the entire number of Jubilee 
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Years they would have had is seventy. So we can easily count when 

and where the antitypical Jubilee would be due to begin. Each cycle 

was forty-nine years, and its Jubilee, the fiftieth year. Seventy times 

this number would be 3,500 years. And this period measured from 

the time Israel entered Canaan marks the year 1925 as the time when 

the antitypical Jubilee will be due to begin. However, there is still 

another method of reckoning the matter, which, we believe, is the 

proper one, namely, to count nineteen cycles with their Jubilees 

partially observed totaling 950 years, and then to count the 

remaining fifty-one cycles as forty-nine years each, because the 

Jubilees were omitted. This would total 2499 years plus 950 years 

with Jubilees totaling 3449 years. This period of 3449 years 

reckoned from the entering of Canaan ends October, 1874. (...) It 

was about that time, 1875, that favor began to return to God's 

Chosen People – of course then, as yet, only in a limited manner and 

so differently from what many of them had expected it that few of 

God's Chosen People yet recognize that Divine favor toward them is 

returning. It is our understanding that the period of time from 1875 

to 1915, forty years, will witness the full return of Divine favor to 

that people. (the article God’s Chosen People – Their Sabbath and 

Jubilee published in the book What Pastor Russell Wrote for The 

Overland Monthly p. 100-101; See http://mostholyfaith.com ). 
 

A comprehensive description of the 1925 concept, sent to Russell 

by the Watchtower Society supporter, was published in one of the 

journals in 1911 (See The Watchtower, March 1, 1911, pp. 4778-

4780, reprints). J. F. Rutherford used that date in his work (?) 

throughout 1917-1925 years! 

Interestingly, when publishing the mentioned letter, Russell didn’t 

take any position referring to the concept described in it. It is 

therefore not surprising that some of Russell’s opponents accuse him 

today of promoting 1925 and make him responsible for this date. 

 

 

 

 

http://mostholyfaith.com/
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Year 1917 – First signs of 1925 teachings 

 

Although the real campaign of 1925 began in 1918, as the 

Watchtower Society itself documents, first publications on the 

expectations for this significant year, began to show up in 1917 year: 

 

No doubt Satan believed the Millennial Kingdom was due to be 

set up in 1915; and no doubt, also, he knew that seven years prior to 

the time of the setting up of that kingdom the restraints upon the evil 

spirits would be lifted. Be that as it may, there is evidence that the 

establishment of the Kingdom in Palestine will probably be in 1925, 

ten years later than we once calculated. The 70 jubilees, reckoned as 

50 years each, expire October, 1925. (B186.) Gen. 15:1-16:3, read 

connectedly, indicates that Abraham's vision as to when he would 

receive the Kingdom was not granted until ten years after the 

Covenant was made, or 2035 B. C. The ages of the animals offered 

aggregated eleven years, which, applied prophetically, on the scale 

of a year for a day, equal 3960 years, the length of time from the date 

of the visions to A.D. 1925. (Z.'07-79). It seems conclusive that the 

hour of Nominal Zion's travail is fixed for the Passover of 1918. (See 

Rev. 3:14.) That will be 7 years prior to 1925. At that time there is 

every reason to believe the fallen angels will invade the minds of 

many of the Nominal Church people, driving them to exceedingly 

unwise conduct and leading to their destruction at the hands of the 

enraged masses, who will later be dragged to the same fate. The 

great war now raging is most certainly the work of evil spirits, and 

the Kaiser is not the only clever ruler who has been deceived by evil 

spirits, as history will sometime show. — Lu. 12:56. (The Finished 

Mystery 1917 p. 128). 

 

This coincides well with the thought previously expressed (Rev. 

7:3) that all phases of Babylon will not be disposed of until about ten 

and a half years from the fall of 1914. (The Finished Mystery 1917 p. 

178). 

 

(...) and we therefore expect three and a half years of proscription 

of the Truth, from the spring of 1918 to the fall of 1921. This will 
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give the Great Company splendid opportunities for martyrdom and 

allow another three and a half years, to the spring of 1925, for the 

world to think the matter over, by which time, doubtless, they will be 

quite ready to listen to the voice that speaketh from Heaven. – Heb. 

12:19. (The Finished Mystery 1917 p. 177). 

 

This vision of the prophet Ezekiel depicts the established 

theocratic Kingdom of God on earth, civil and religious, spiritual 

and earthly. While the Temple is an architectural possibility, as 

shown in the accompanying illustrations, (and may be erected at 

Jerusalem), it, in its various parts, surroundings, rites and 

worshippers, is a type and symbol of “better things to come,” after 

the wars, revolutions and anarchy of the period from 1914 to 1925 

have passed. (The Finished Mystery 1917 p. 569). 

 

There will be no slip-up. (...) As he began his sojourn in the land 

in the year 2,045 B.C., it follows that the 3,960 years begin to count 

from 2,035 B.C. 2,035 plus 1,925 equals 3,960. Accordingly 

Abraham should enter upon the actual possession of his promised 

inheritance in the year 1925 A.D. (The Watchtower October 15, 1917 

p. 6157, reprints). 

 

Year 1918 – The “Millions Campaign” 

 

The word “campaign” concerning 1925 and “millions who will 

not die” is not an ironical phrase used by us. It was used the same 

way by the Watchtower Society in its publications. Here is an 

example: 

 

THE “MILLIONS CAMPAIGN” Contributing to disciple-

making work in those days was a new preaching activity—the 

“Millions Campaign.” It featured distribution of the 128-page book 

Millions Now Living Will Never Die, placed with the people on a 

contribution of 25c a copy. (1975 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses 

p. 127). 
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A real campaign publicizing the year 1925 began in 1918 with the 

public lectures as follow:  

 

“The World Has Ended—Millions Now Living May Never Die” 

(Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 719). 

 

“The World Has Ended—Millions Now Living Will Never Die” 

(Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 719). 

 

‘Lift Up a Standard for the People, Millions Now Living That Will 

Never Die.’ (1975 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p. 127). 

 

“Satan’s Empire Falling—Millions Now Living Will Never Die.” 

(1975 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p. 133). 

 

“All Nations Marching to Armageddon, but Millions Now Living 

Will Never Die” (1994 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p. 76). 

 

“Millions Now Living May Never Die” (The Watchtower 15.02 

2010 p. 16). 

 

“Millions Now Living Will Never Die” (The Watchtower 01.03 

2006 p. 12). 

 

One of the publications stated the following on the beginning of 

that campaign:  

 

1918 The discourse “The World Has Ended—Millions Now Living 

May Never Die” is first delivered, on February 24, in Los Angeles, 

California. On March 31, in Boston, Massachusetts, the talk is 

entitled “The World Has Ended—Millions Now Living Will Never 

Die” (Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 

719). 

 

After the Gentile Times ended, they thought that the time of 

restitution was very near; so from 1918 down till 1925, they 

proclaimed: “Millions now living will never die.” Yes, they 

understood that people then living—mankind in general—had the 
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opportunity to survive right into the time of restitution and that they 

would then be educated in Jehovah’s requirements for life. If 

obedient, they would gradually attain to human perfection. If 

rebellious, they would, in time, be destroyed forever. (Jehovah’s 

Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 163). 

 

What an exciting message they proclaimed—“Millions now living 

will never die!” Brother Rutherford had given a discourse on this 

subject in 1918. It was also the title of a 128-page booklet published 

in 1920. From 1920 through 1925, that same subject was featured 

again and again around the world in public meetings in all areas 

where speakers were available and in upwards of 30 languages. 

Instead of saying, as Christendom does, that all good people would 

go to heaven, this discourse focused attention on the Bible-based 

hope of eternal life on a paradise earth for obedient mankind. (Isa. 

45:18; Rev. 21:1-5) And it expressed the conviction that the time for 

the realization of that hope was very near. Newspaper notices and 

billboards were used to advertise the lectures. The subject was 

intriguing. On February 26, 1922, upwards of 70,000 attended at 

121 locations in Germany alone. It was not unusual for a single 

audience to number into the thousands. In Cape Town, South Africa, 

for example, 2,000 were present when the lecture was given at the 

Opera House. At the university auditorium in the capital city of 

Norway, not only was every seat filled but so many were turned away 

that the program had to be repeated an hour and a half later—again 

to a packed house. In Klagenfurt, Austria, Richard Heide told his 

father: “I am going to hear that talk whatever anyone might say. I 

want to know whether this is just bluff or if there is any truth in it!” 

He was deeply moved by what he heard, and soon he and his sister, 

as well as their parents, were telling others about it. But the Bible’s 

message was not just for people who would attend a public lecture. 

Others too needed to be made aware of it. Not only the public at 

large but also political and religious leaders needed to hear it. 

(Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 pp. 

425-426). 

 

Several posters, leaflets and flyers advertising the lecture about 

“millions who will never die” were published. (See Jehovah’s 
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Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 pp. 163, 426; The 

Watchtower August 1, 2001 p. 25). 

 

And the next example (an extract) taken from the report of the 

“Millions Campaign:” 

 

Contributing to disciple-making work in those days was a new 

preaching activity—the “Millions Campaign.” It featured 

distribution of the 128-page book Millions Now Living Will Never 

Die, placed with the people on a contribution of 25c a copy. The 

book was used in conjunction with a public-speaking program that 

began on September 25, 1920, and that centered around a lecture 

(originally entitled “The World Has Ended—Millions Now Living 

May Never Die”) given by J. F. Rutherford in Los Angeles on 

February 24, 1918, and published in the new book in 1920. In 

retrospect, Lester L. Roper says: “Then came my time for a public 

talk on the subject ‘Lift Up a Standard for the People, Millions Now 

Living That Will Never Die.’ I was accustomed to dealing with the 

public, but that was different. I felt the floor would come up and hit 

me in the face any time. And I guess it did take intestinal fortitude, as 

then we had only a very small number in the truth in all the world—

and to tell them ‘Millions now living would never die’!” Millions 

Now Living Will Never Die eventually was translated and published 

in various languages. Unlike the “pastoral work,” which had 

consisted of lending books to the people, copies of the “Millions” 

book were placed with them on a contribution, and interested 

persons could later obtain volumes of Studies in the Scriptures. The 

“Millions Campaign” lasted for some time, and a great witness was 

given by this means. Newspaper notices and billboards with the 

words “Millions Now Living Will Never Die” were used to bring it to 

public attention. So extensive was the campaign that the slogan has 

been remembered through the years. Recalling the effect of the 

“Millions Campaign,” Rufus Chappell writes: “We had offered the 

publication Millions Now Living Will Never Die in and around Zion 

[Illinois] and the results were of interest. I remember a large, 

flashing electric sign over the Waukegan Dry Cleaners building on 

North Sheridan Road about five miles from Zion, which said, ‘We 

Dye for the Millions Now Living Who Will Never Die.’ This was a 
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very popular subject at that time, and many people had questioned 

the phrase and learned the truth from this publication.” (1975 

Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p. 127). 

 

Passages concerning the year 1925 appeared in 1918 in the 

Watchtower publications:  

 

The ancient worthies will receive the vitalizing, or making alive of 

their tentative justification, at the beginning of the earthly phase of 

the kingdom of heaven, we believe in 1925, having met all the 

conditions during their first earthly lives. – Hebrews 11 (The 

Watchtower June 15, 1918 p. 6279, reprints). 

 

“For these two years [possibly from the spring of 1918 to the 

winter of 1919 or spring of 1920] hath the famine [for the truth] 

been in the land [among professing Christians]; and yet there are 

five years [to the spring of 1925, to the resurrection of the ancient 

worthies] in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest” – 

no general religions work for the world can be done. – Gen. 45:6. 

(...) “(...) for yet there are five years [1919 or 1920 to 1924 or 1925] 

of famine [of the truth to the people generally]; lest thou and thy 

household [of faith] and all that thou hast, come to poverty” – 

spiritually. – Genesis 45:9-11. (The Watchtower August 1, 1918 p. 

6302, reprints). 

 

The ancient worthies will receive the vitalization of their tentative 

justification at the beginning of the earthly phase of the kingdom of 

heaven, in 1925 we believe; for during their first earthly lives they 

met all the conditions required of them (The Watchtower December 

15, 1918 p. 6372, reprints). 

 

In addition to lectures and articles in magazines, another edition of 

The Finished Mystery appeared in 1918. It also taught about 1925. In 

the same year, a special supplement to the English Watchtower 

edition March 1, was published. That was the mentioned book, but 

this time in the form of a magazine called ZG (large format). 
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Year 1919 – Continuing the „Millions 

Campaign” 

 

In 1919 Watchtower Society has not issued any new book except 

another repeated edition of The Finished Mystery, that two years 

earlier (in 1917) introduced the year 1925. 

Upcoming years brought reprints with some changes (the list of 

editions: 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920, 1923, 1924, 1926, 1927). 

In addition to the book, the Watchtower Society issued many 

treatises (26), but unfortunately this kind of short publications is 

difficult to find these days. The index lists those small publications, 

but it is hard to guess which one talked about the 1925, although it 

was the time of the “Millions Campaign.” Here are some of the titles: 

 

Earth to Be Filled With Glory; Golden Age at the Door; The 

Dawn of a New Era; Hope of Immortality; The Bruising of Satan. 

(Watch Tower Publications Index 1986-1990, 1992 p. 510). 

 

In the same year (1919) the Watchtower Society linked 1925 with 

C.T. Russell: 

 

Many years ago Pastor Russell pointed out from Holy Writ that 

Jerusalem is to be the capital of the world, when the new era is fully 

established, probably from the year 1925 on; and that from that 

center the natural seed of Abraham would bless all mankind. (The 

Watchtower February 15, 1919 p. 6391, reprints). 

 

The Watchtower Society is proud of their “millions who will not 

die” motto as it has become known around the world. Perhaps this 

slogan has contributed to the fact that many people have heard of the 

existence of this organization: 

 

The campaign with the new book Millions Now Living Will Never 

Die! was vigorously carried on at this time, necessitating the printing 

and distribution of large quantities of copies of it. On this same 

subject public lectures, together with much newspaper advertising, 
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were conducted the world over. In fact the campaign was so 

impressive that the title itself is still a byword among many in 

America and Europe to this day. (The Watchtower May 15, 1955 p. 

297). 

Year 1920 – Millions Now Living Will Never 
Die! 

J.F. Rutherford's publication, Millions now living will never die! 

was published in 1920, therefore two years after the 1925 campaign 

began. 

This brochure is probably the best-known publication by J.F. 

Rutherford, next to the book named The Harp of God (1921). 

This publication contains firm and varied statements about 1925. 

What you can read are the statements about the resurrection of the 

patriarchs, the end of death, the beginning of the earthly phases of 

the kingdom, the management of the earth by Abraham, etc. These 

are not expressed wishes, but “a categoric and undeniable 

conclusion.” The author of the book, probably aware of it, even 

warned his readers against the priests: 

(...) many clergymen will attempt to prevent the people from 

reading what is here written (Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 

1920 p. 7). 

In the first words of his publication, J.F. Rutherford wrote: 

The emphatic announcement that millions now living on earth will 

never die must seem presumptuous to many people; but when the 

evidence is carefully considered I believe that almost every fair mind 

will concede that the conclusion is a reasonable one. (Millions Now 

Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 5). 



26 

Here are the most important excerpts of 1925 and “millions who 

will not die:” 

(...) that within a definite period of time the old order will be 

completely eradicated and the new order in full sway; and that these 

things shall take place within the time of the present generation and 

that therefore there are millions of people now living on earth who 

will see them take place, to whom everlasting life will be offered and 

who, if they accept it upon the terms offered and obey those terms, 

will never die. (Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 12). 

A simple calculation of these jubilees brings us to this important 

fact: Seventy jubilees of fifty years each would be a total of 3500 

years. That period of time beginning 1575 before A. D. 1 of necessity 

would end in the fall of the year 1925, at which time the type ends 

and the great antitype must begin. What, then, should we expect to 

take place? In the type there must be a full restoration; therefore the 

great antitype must mark the beginning of restoration of all things. 

The chief thing to be restored is the human race to life; and since 

other Scriptures definitely fix the fact that there will be a 

resurrection of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and other faithful ones of old, 

and that these will have the first favor, we may expect 1925 to 

witness the return of these faithful men of Israel from the condition of 

death, being resurrected and fully restored to perfect humanity and 

made the visible, legal representatives of the new order of things on 

earth. (Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 88). 

As we have heretofore stated, the great jubilee cycle is due to 

begin in 1925. At that time the earthly phase of the kingdom shall be 

recognized. (Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 89). 

Therefore we may confidently expect that 1925 will mark the 

return of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the faithful prophets of old, 

particularly those named by the Apostle in Hebrews chapter eleven, 

to the condition of human perfection. (Millions Now Living Will 

Never Die! 1920 pp. 89-90). 

POSITIVE PROMISE 
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(...) Based upon the argument heretofore set forth, then, that the 

old order of things, the old world, is ending and is therefore passing 

away, and that the new order is coming in, and that 1925 shall mark 

the resurrection of the faithful worthies of old and the beginning of 

reconstruction, it is reasonable to conclude that millions of people 

now on the earth will be still on the earth in 1925. Then, based upon 

the promises set forth in the divine Word, we must reach the positive 

and indisputable conclusion that millions now living will never die. 

(Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 pp. 96-97). 

Of course, it does not mean that every one will live; for some will 

refuse to obey the divine law; but those who have been evil and turn 

again to righteousness and obey righteousness shall live and not die. 

(Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 97). 

This is the Golden Age of which the prophets prophesied and of 

which the Psalmist sang; and it is the privilege of the student of the 

divine Word today, by the eye of faith, to see that we are standing at 

the very portals of that blessed time! Let us look up and lift up our 

heads. Deliverance is at the door! (Millions Now Living Will Never 

Die! 1920 p. 105). 

1,924 full years of the A.D. period will end December 31, 1924 

A.D. and 3/4 years more ends about October 1, 1925 A.D., at which

time there is reason to believe that Abraham will come into

possession of his inheritance. (Millions Now Living Will Never Die!

1920 p. 108).

(...) or about April 1, 1925, at which time we may expect the 

resurrection of the Ancient Worthies and the beginning of the 

blessing of all the families of the earth, living as well as dead. The 

last year of the 3,500 years will be itself a jubilee year witnessing the 

antitype, the great jubilee, of restitution. (Millions Now Living Will 

Never Die! 1920 p. 110). 

2. CHRONICLES 36:21. A reference to the seventy jubilees

beginning in the spring of 1575 B.C. and ending in the spring of 
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1925. When these jubilees are complete the time will have come for 

blessing all. (Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 112). 

[JEREMIAH] 25:11, 12. A reference to the seventy jubilees that 

must pass over Israel before they really enter the promised land. 

These 3,500 years began with the entrance into Canaan in the spring 

of 1575 B.C. and will end in the spring of 1925 A.D. That is to say, 

the last year will be a jubilee year and the last year of the 3,500 

years will witness the antitype, the great jubilee of restitution. 

(Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 117). 

The year 1925 is mentioned up to 10 times in the quoted 

publication. 

This book seemed to have quite large circulation as it was still 

available in 1932 (See Vindication 1932 Vol. 3, p. 384). 

One more interesting fact from the content of this book concerns 

the expectations of 1921: 

It may be that these worldly systems will go down in the fall of 

1921. (Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 111 [These 

words were then removed from the latter Polish edition!]). 

Here are the most important excerpts of 1925 from the 

Watchtower Society’s magazines: 

The sum of the ages of the three animals and the two birds is 11 

years. If we take this literally, and add these 11 years to the time 

when the iniquity of the antitypical Amorites is full (autumn of 1914), 

it gives the autumn of the year 1925, which, according to the Jubilee 

types, is the real Jubilee or the antitypical beginning of the time for 

every man to return from the dead unto his possession and to return 

unto his family. (...) The ancient worthies being first to return, means 

that about the autumn of 1925 Abraham will know that the iniquity of 

the antitypical Amorites has come to tile full, and he will come to an 

understanding of what the Lord was picturing to him in answer to his 

question: “Whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it [the land]?” 

(The Watchtower July 1, 1920 p. 204-205). 
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But now you can hear every one of them say: “Millions Now 

Living Will Never Die”. Suppose we should be wrong in the 

chronology and that the kingdom will not be fully set up in 1925. 

Suppose that we were ten years off, and that it would be 1935 before 

restitution blessings began. Without a doubt there are now millions 

of people on the earth who will be living fifteen years from now; and 

we could with equal confidence say that “Millions Now Living Will 

Never Die”. Whether it be 1925 or 1935, restitution blessings must 

soon begin, as shown from all the evidence; and when that time 

comes, all who respond obediently to the new arrangement shall be 

blessed with life, liberty, and happiness. (The Watchtower October 

15, 1920 p. 310). 

Some one asked me the other day: Suppose you should be here in 

1925 what would you do? I said, I believe I will be home in the 

Pleiades before then; but if it Is the Lord’s providence that I be here 

I will rejoice in the Lord and do with my might what my hands find to 

do in the Master’s service, not only then but throughout all eternity. 

(The Watchtower November 1, 1920 p. 334). 

One article even contained a chapter titled: 

OUTSTANDING DATES – 1914 AND 1925, that proves the dates 

were equally important (The Watchtower April 15, 1920 p. 127). 

The Watchtower Society President also made a trip to Greece in 

1920 making some predictions. Here is a press report called the 

EUROPEAN TOUR: 

Brother Rutherford spoke at some length to those assembled, 

using the text of Acts 17:31, and in summing up said: (...) And now I 

declare unto you that the appointed time of Christ’s reign is at hand, 

and that millions now living on earth will never die. (The 

Watchtower December 1, 1920 p. 355). 

It was interesting to visit these tombs and have in mind that God’s 

appointed time the resurrection of the dead, of which St. Paul taught, 

is near at hand, and that ere long, by His grace, these Athenian 
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philosophers, together with others of earth’s million, will be 

awakened out of death to learn the true doctrine of salvation ; and 

accepting and obeying it, shall be restored to perfect humanity. (The 

Watchtower December 1, 1920 p. 355). 

That evening a public meeting was held in the same hall in Athens 

where Brother Russell had spoken. The subject for the occasion was 

“Millions Now Living Will Never Die”. When the speaker announced 

that Socrates and other Athenian philosophers and wise men would 

he back in Athens before many years, several of the people were 

seemingly startled and sat up listened with the keenest interest. (The 

Watchtower December 1, 1920 p. 355). 

We are glad to report that while in Athens arrangements were 

made for a wider distribution of the message of the kingdom, 

particularly the book entitled “Millions Now Living Will Never Die”. 

We feel quite sure that it is the Lord’s will that this message should 

now go to all the nations of Christendom as a final witness before the 

final end of the present order. (The Watchtower December 1, 1920 p. 

356). 

An excerpt from one out of many lectures of the President of the 

Watchtower Society in the United States: 

Speaker positively declared that those living in 1925 would need 

to die if they obeyed the plain Scriptural injunctions respecting 

righteous living, etc. His arguments were based primarily upon 

prophecies that have been fulfilled during the past five years, 

supplemented by other prophecies which have been in the course of 

fulfillment since 1878, and which will have their culmination in 

1925, the official beginning of the new era during which everlasting 

life will be possible to whosoever will have it (The Golden Age July 

21, 1920 p. 632). 

Besides the teaching of 1925, in the 1920 the Watchtower Society 

reported that by 1980 (!) Israel will “come back hither,” from their 

bondage in death: 
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As stated at the beginning, Abram entered Canaan in the spring of 

the year 2045 B.C., or 2044 1/4 years B.C. He was 75 years old 

when he left Haran and entered Canaan. (Genesis 12:4, 5) Therefore 

the time when he was 99 years old must have been 24 years later, or 

2020 3/4 years B.C. And four thousand years from this date would be 

(4000 – 2020 3/4, which equals) 1979 1/4 years A.D., or the spring 

of 1980. This would be the time limit it would take Israel to “come 

back hither”, from their bondage in death. This will be just seventy 

years from the spring of 1910, when Pastor Russell began preaching 

restitution to the Jews at Jerusalem... (The Watchtower July 1, 1920 

p. 204).

This idea of the year 1980 was not new at all, as it was mentioned 

already in 1917 as a possible thing: 

It is possible that A. D. 1980 marks the regathering of all of 

Fleshly Israel from their captivity in death. (The Finished Mystery 

1917, 1926 p. 62). 

Thought-provoking is the fact that another edition of the same 

book modified the above statement (!): 

It is possible that A. D. 1980 may have something of special 

interest for Fleshly Israel, but certainly not for us. (The Finished 

Mystery 1918 [75,000 Edition] p. 62). 

Year 1921 – The Harp of God and “Millions who 

will never die” 

In 1921, the Watchtower Society published The Harp of God, the 

book by President J.F. Rutherford. It followed on other publications 

announcing promises for “millions of people.” The book’s front and 

the cover page contain the following phrase: 
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Proof Conclusive that Millions now Living will never Die. 

 

This book also contains more concrete announcements for 

humankind: 

 

Because Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the other faithful prophets 

described by the Apostle Paul in Hebrews 11 are promised a better 

resurrection; (...) Hence these faithful men may be expected on earth 

within the next few years. They will constitute the legal 

representatives of the Christ in the earth. They will be the visible 

representatives of the kingdom of heaven. (The Harp of God 1921 pp. 

339-340). 

 

The proof cited herein shows that the old world (the Devil's 

organization) ended and began to pass away in 1914, and that this 

will be completed in a few years and righteousness fully established. 

(The Harp of God 1921 p. 333). 

 

Seeing, then, that we are at the end of the old order and the 

opening of the new, and that according to the Scriptures many must 

pass over to the new, it can be confidently announced that 

MILLIONS OF PEOPLE NOW LIVING WILL NEVER DIE, because 

these being offered restitution blessings the presumption must be 

indulged that many of them will accept and be obedient to the new 

order of things. (The Harp of God 1921 p. 333). See p. 248. 

 

The resurrected patriarchs, after a completion of their work during 

1000 of years on earth (as princes), were to be taken to heaven: 

 

Abraham, the father of the faithful, and his colleagues of like 

faithfulness, who have, under the supervision of the Christ, directed 

the people through their Millennial trial, have finished their earthly 

career and have been raised to a higher plane as spirit beings. 

Having during that reign turned many to righteousness, they shine 

forth as the stars for ever and ever. (Daniel 12:3) (The Harp of God 

1921 p. 356). 
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The Harp of God was issued in 5,819,037 copies (Jehovah’s 

Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 560), and since it 

does not specifically mention 1925 (but it uses the term “few years”), 

it has become a universal book, useful for many years. Due to that it 

was issued even until 1940. 

 

Interesting that the Watchtower Society removed the words the 

next few years from the editions of the 1928, 1937 and 1940 

concerning the resurrection of the Prophets, though the another one, 

on the passing of the old world in a few years, remained unchanged. 

For the reference: the next few years were present till 1927, i.e. in the 

editions of 1924, 1925, 1926, and 1927 inclusive.  

In addition, the promise “Proof Conclusive that Millions now 

Living will never Die” disappeared from the cover of 1928 edition of 

the book as well as from its title. 

 

The 1925 was mentioned only one time in The Watchtower 

magazine in 1921 (See The Watchtower May 15, 1921 p. 156 [a 

letter after the Watchtower Society’s visit in Greece]). 

The Golden Age magazine published a broad article about 1925, 

in which they quoted almost word for word passages from Millions 

Now Living Will Never Die! namely the words about the patriarchs’ 

resurrection (See The Golden Age [double number] March 16 and 

March 30, 1921 p. 381). 

In 1921, it was also stated that only a few remaining months or 

years are left to the Bible Students, till they would be taken to 

heaven. 

 

Seeing, then, that we have come to the end of the gospel 

dispensation and that the time for the exaltation of the church is at 

hand, and that there are probably only a few remaining months or 

years at best, before the last one is glorified, we do well to take a 

view of the divine arrangement and diligently to put forth honest 

endeavors to comply with it, to the end that we may quickly grow up 

into the full stature of a man in Christ Jesus, that the Lord Jehovah 

may be pleased to exalt us to the position to which he has called us. 

(The Watchtower May 1, 1921 p. 133). 
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Year 1922 – the fullness of expectations 

 

Although during the 1922, no new book or booklet was published, 

Watchtower Society was publishing in their magazines articles about 

1925. In addition to the numerous lectures on “millions who will not 

die”, giving the campaign a global dimension (!): 

 

The message published during 1922 was concentrated chiefly 

around the theme “Millions Now Living Will Never Die.” The 

Society set aside February 26, 1922, as a day for worldwide 

“Millions” lectures. In Germany the talk was delivered on that day 

in 121 different towns and was attended by some 70,000 persons. A 

second great worldwide witnessing day was June 25, when 119 

lectures were held in Germany, with an attendance of about 31,000. 

Two more such “worldwide lectures” were delivered during the 

year, attended in Germany by 75,397 persons on October 29 and by 

66,143 on December 10. So thousands of persons were being 

reached with the good news. (1974 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses 

p. 90). 

 

In 1922 the Watchtower Society also began broadcasting on radio, 

and announcing news of the “millions who will not die” and 1925: 

 

“Radio Tells the World Millennium Is Coming,” declared the 

Philadelphia Record of April 17, 1922, continuing: “Judge 

Rutherford’s Lecture Broadcasted from Metropolitan Opera House. 

Talks into Transmitter. Message is Carried Over Miles of Bell 

Telephone Wires to Howlett’s Station.” So began a newspaper report 

of J. F. Rutherford’s first radio address, given on Sunday, April 16, 

1922, at the Metropolitan Opera House in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. The subject? “Millions Now Living Will Never Die.” 

His visible audience was a mere handful compared with an estimated 

50,000 residents of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware who 

heard the speech on primitive radios in their homes. (1975 Yearbook 

of Jehovah’s Witnesses pp. 139-140). See God’s Kingdom Rules! 

2014 p. 72. 
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In 1922 the Watchtower Society published an article “THE 

STRONG CABLE OF CHRONOLOGY,” in which they claimed 

divine origin of the chronology that brought them to 1925: 

 

These internal connections of the dates impart a much greater 

strength than can be found in other chronologies. Some of them are 

of so remarkable a character us clearly to indicate that this 

chronology is not of man, but of God. Being of divine origin and 

divinely corroborated, present-truth chronology stands in a class by 

itself, absolutely and unqualifiedly correct. (The Watchtower July 15, 

1922 p. 217). 

 

Besides, numerous articles that taught about 1925 started to 

appear: 

 

Since we expect the ancient worthies to be back on earth in a few 

years it would be entirely proper to advise the children to prepare 

themselves with all the knowledge of the divine arrangement they 

can, to be ready to act should the ancient worthies call upon them or 

assign them to any service. No place could be found for a child that 

would be equal to or better than serving under the direction of 

Abraham or some of the other ancient worthies. (The Watchtower 

April 1, 1922 p. 104). 

 

What will transpire in 1925? Wait upon the Lord and see. Be 

truthful to present privileges. Every Christian’s faith is on trial. 

“According to your faith be it unto you.” (The Watchtower May 1, 

1922 p. 139). 

 

WE HAVE no doubt whatever in regard to the chronology relating 

to the dates of 1874, 1914, 1918, and 1925. Some claim to have 

found new light in connection with the period of “seventy years of 

desolation” and Israel’s captivity in Babylon, and are zealously 

seeking to make others believe that Brother Russell was in error. 

(The Watchtower May 15, 1922 p. 147). 

 

(...) and counting the full 70 cycles of 50 years each, as clearly 

indicated by Jehovah’s sending of the Jews into Babylon for the full 
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70 years, it is an easy matter to locate 1925, probably the fall, for the 

beginning of the antitypical jubilee. There can be no more question 

about 1925 than there was about 1914. The fact that all the things 

that some looked for in 1914 did not materialize does not alter the 

chronology one whit. (...).That all that some expect to see in 1925 

may not transpire that year will not alter the date one whit more than 

in the other eases. (...) The results following the dates of 1918 and 

1921 indicate more and more distinctly that they were turning-points 

or mile-stones on the chronological highway, and clearly foreknown 

and foretold by the Designer of the Divine Plan of the Ages. (The 

Watchtower May 15, 1922 p. 150). 

See also the long passage about 70 and 80 years added to 1844 (Ps 

90:10), which led to 1914 and 1924 (The Watchtower June 1, 1922 p. 

171). 

 

The millennium sets in in the year 1925, human woe will then 

start to vanish, and disease and sickness, and death itself will be no 

more, was the message pronounced through a radio-transmitter by 

ex-Judge J F. Rutherford… (The Watchtower June 15, 1922 p. 180). 

 

Pastor Russell pointed out that the Jubilee cycles instituted by 

God to be observed by Israel “when they entered into the land” was 

a period of 3500 years and would expire in 1925 (The Golden Age 

August 16, 1922 p. 731). 

 

The date 1925 is even more distinctly indicated by the Scriptures 

because it is fixed by the law God gave to Israel. Viewing the present 

situation in Europe, one wonders how it will be possible to hold back 

the explosion much longer; and that even before 1925 the great crisis 

will be reached and probably passed. The present conditions are 

strengthening to the faith of the Christian. (The Watchtower 

September 1, 1922 p. 262). 

 

Are the dates 1874 and 1925 beginnings of the two times of 

restitution? (...) We understand that the Jubilee type began to count 

in 1575 B.C.; and the 3,500-year period embracing the type must end 

in 1925, and that there should begin the operation of the antitype. It 

follows, then, that the year 1925 will mark the beginning of the 
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restoration of all things lost by Adam’s disobedience. (The 

Watchtower November 1, 1922 p. 346). 

 

Now the decisive battle is on, and the victory is certain; for it is 

only a matter of a few short years until Satan will be bound. (The 

Watchtower November 1, 1922 p. 347). 

 

In 1922 the Watchtower Society cited, most likely to support its 

teaching, one of the preachers who had nothing to do with this 

organization: 

 

“MILLENNIUM BEFORE 1924,” SAYS WATTS (The Watchtower 

June 15, 1922 p. 181). 

 

Other magazines also published several times the articles about 

the 1925: 

 

The Golden Age January 4, 1922 p. 217; The Golden Age January 

18, 1922 pp. 246, 250; The Golden Age March 1, 1922 p. 350; The 

Golden Age August 2, 1922 p. 695. 

 

Year 1923 – More expectations 

 

No new Watchtower Society book was published in 1923. Only a 

well-known brochure was published, but it didn’t deal with 1925 in 

particular, although it treated about the end of death: 

 

Those who are obedient to righteousness under that trial shall live 

forever on the earth. The time must therefore come when it can be 

truly said “millions now living will never die.” That time is now 

here. (World Distress—Why? The Remedy 1923 p. 51). 

 

1923 is the time when the “millions campaign” was still in 

progress: 

Also in 1923 the Society began setting aside several Sundays a 

year for a “world-wide witness.” This involved a united effort in 
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holding simultaneous public meetings throughout the earth. All the 

Bible Students were encouraged to advertise such lectures as 

“Satan’s Empire Falling—Millions Now Living Will Never Die.” 

(1975 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p. 133). 

 

At that time the Watchtower Society’s magazines published 

further articles on 1925: 

 

Some are inclined to become doubtful about 1925; hence they are 

growing lukewarm. But, beloved of the Lord, what difference does it 

make whether the things expected to transpire in 1925 do transpire 

or not? God will not change his plans. He made his plans long ago. 

He has made no mistakes. He will carry them out, and bring to pass 

exactly what he has prearranged. (...) But suppose 1925 finds the 

bride class all beyond the vail. If you have held fast to the faith in the 

spirit and have not relaxed your zeal for the King and the kingdom, 

then your joys will be full and complete. It is safer not to take any 

chances now by becoming weary in well-doing. (The Watchtower 

February 1, 1923 p. 35). 

 

(...) and that the present crisis in the world is caused by the long-

looked-for King of Glory the Lord Jesus, taking unto himself his 

great power and beginning his reign, by first dislodging Satan and 

overturning the churches which have supported Satan’s 

organization, making way for the era of peace and happiness in the 

joyous time just over the horizon of 1925, when God’s will shall be 

done on earth as it is done in heaven. (The Watchtower March 15, 

1923 p. 86). 

 

Question: Did the order go forth eight months ago to the Pilgrims 

to cease talking about 1925? Have we more reason, or as much, to 

believe the kingdom will be established in 1925 than Noah had to 

believe that there would be a flood? 

Answer: It is surprising how reports get abroad. There was never 

at any time any intimation to the Pilgrim brethren that they should 

cease talking about 1925. (...) Our thought is, that 1925 is definitely 

settled by the Scriptures, marking the end of the typical jubilees. Just 

exactly what will happen at that time no one can tell to a certainty; 
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but we expect such a climax in the affairs of the world that the people 

will begin to realize the presence of the Lord and his kingdom power. 

(The Watchtower April 1, 1923 p. 106). 

 

More and more love is called for, now that it is but a few short 

years until the glorious Sun of Light will shine in full brightness for 

the ingathering and reconciliation of the willing and obedient of the 

whole world. (The Watchtower May 1, 1923 p. 132). 

 

The first phase began with our Lord’s return in 1874. Its marked 

periods are 1878, 1881, 1914, 1918, 1925. Zion represents the place 

of power out of which light shines (Psalm 50:2; Isaiah 2:3), whether 

now or in the established kingdom. (The Watchtower May 1, 1923 p. 

138). 

 

Have you, then, entered into this joy of the Lord? If so, you are 

not worrying about the day nor the hour of going into the kingdom, 

but you are more concerned about doing now and doing joyfully 

what your hands find to do. The year 1925 is set before the church as 

a date; and some are marking that as a date certain when they will 

enter into the kingdom. And some, as in 1914, are inclined to say: ‘If 

it does not happen then, I will repudiate the whole thing.’ Such could 

not be pleasing to the Lord. The church may enter into glory before 

1925. But suppose it is later. That should make no difference 

whatsoever with the consecrated. (The Watchtower October 1, 1923 

p. 297). 

 

Brother Rutherford was right when he said that tribulation will 

begin from the North. This saying is being fulfilled now. The Jews 

are being chased out of Russia to Palestine. Verily 1925 will show in 

fact the fulfilment of prophecy, in which year blessings will begin 

from Abraham. (The Watchtower December 15, 1923 p. 376). 

 

The second magazine also presented statements on the year 1925 

several times: 

 

The Golden Age January 31, 1923 p. 273; The Golden Age 

February 28, 1923 p. 335; The Golden Age March 14, 1923 p. 358; 
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The Golden Age May 23, 1923 p. 531; The Golden Age June 6, 1923 

p. 562; The Golden Age August 1, 1923 p. 697. 

 

Year 1924 – First doubts 

 

In 1924, a brochure appeared, pointing to the time of resurrection 

of other people, neither patriarchs nor Jews: 

 

Seeing that this testimony is so clear, cogent and convincing, 

establishing the fact of the Lord's second presence, it can with 

confidence be said that the resurrection of the dead will soon begin. 

By the word “soon” we do not mean next year, but, we confidently 

believe, before another century passes away. That the restoration 

judgments of the living are just at hand, the evidences are convincing 

beyond a doubt. 

[For a more exhaustive proof of this see the books “Millions Now 

Living Will Never Die” and “The Harp of God.”] (Hell—What Is It? 

Who Are There? Can They Get Out? 1924 p. 54). 

 

It is clear, that while the patriarchs were expected on the 

following year after 1924 (as the relevant sources indicated), the rest 

of humankind was to rise later, but still in the 20
th

 century! But this 

either was not fulfilled, because we live now in 21
st
 century! 

 

In the same year 1924 the organization published a brochure that 

quoted some words from the book The Harp of God. While the book 

of 1921 predicted coming of patriarchs just in a „few years,” which 

could point to the year 1925, the brochure of 1924 saying about „few 

years,” postponed their resurrection on later years, after the year 

1925: 

 

Because Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the other faithful prophets 

described by the Apostle Paul in Hebrews 11 are promised a better 

resurrection; (...) Hence these faithful men may be expected on earth 

within the next few years. They will constitute the legal 

representatives of the Christ in the earth. They will be the visible 
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representatives of the kingdom of heaven. (A Desirable Government 

1924 p. 29). 

 

This brochure points to Jerusalem as the residence of the 

resurrected patriarchs. This is important to mention, because in later 

period (in 1929) their seat will be changed to California and Beth-

Sarim, or “House of the Princes:” 

 

In the light of the Scriptures we may reasonably expect that 

Jerusalem will be the capital of the world, with perfect and faithful 

men, namely, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Daniel, and others in 

charge of earth's governmental affairs, with some of these faithful 

men as rulers located in the principal parts of the earth; that then the 

one in authority at Jerusalem will give directions as to the carrying 

out of governmental affairs in different parts of the earth. With great 

improved broadcasting stations we can expect Abraham from Mount 

Zion to direct the affairs of the whole earth. (A Desirable 

Government 1924 p. 30). 

 

The Jubilee Year of 1925 was also announced in 1924, at the 

convention: 

 

(...) the time for the Columbus (Ohio) convention was fixed for 

July, 1924. Exactly ten years, to the day, from the beginning of the 

World War the message "Civilization Doomed" was delivered in 

support of the "Indictment", which time marked the last typical 

jubilee; and, showing that the antitypical jubilee must begin in 1925, 

the message announced the doom of Satan's organization and that 

the time had come when the people should go free. The year 1925 

marked the due time for the great jubilee, and the announcement was 

made in due course. (Light 1930, Vol. 1, p. 135). 

 

For some reasons J.F. Rutherford was the only author of the 

Watchtower Society’s books during his term, with one small 

exception: W. Van Amburgh (1864-1947), the secretary-treasurer of 

the organization in 1917-1947 wrote a book. Its title was The Way to 

Paradise and it was published in 1924 (reprinted in 1925): 
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I still have a vivid mental picture of an imaginary scene described 

on pages 228 to 231 of the book The Way to Paradise, published in 

1924. The reader was asked to imagine himself in Paradise 

overhearing two people who had been resurrected. They were 

wondering just where they were. Then a person who had survived 

Armageddon had the privilege of explaining to the two that they had 

been resurrected into Paradise. (Luke 23:43) If I survive 

Armageddon, I would like to explain such things to my wife, my 

mother, and other loved ones when they are resurrected. But if I die 

before Armageddon, I am looking forward to the time when someone 

in the new world will tell me about the events that transpire after my 

death. (Awake! December 22, 2002 p. 23 ). 

 

Before we quote a longer passage of this book, let us first present 

three shorter excerpts that will introduce us to the subject of the year 

1925: 

 

This event will put an end to world number two. The Bible and 

“The Bible in Stone” give the date 1914 for the beginning of the 

great change. History proves that the ouster proceedings began 

promptly on time. Prophecy indicates that 1925-1926 will see the 

greater part of the ousting completed. All the world's statesmen are 

dreading the next few years. (The Way to Paradise 1924 p. 171). 

 

When you take up a more advanced study of the Bible, you will 

find that the year 1925 A. D. is particularly marked in prophecy. We 

will just sketch it here: When the Children of Israel were about to 

enter the land of Canaan, God gave them instructions through Moses 

that every fiftieth year should be a jubilee. You will read all about 

these instructions in the twenty-fifth chapter of Leviticus. They were 

to begin to count when they entered the land, which was the year 

1575 before Christ. (The Way to Paradise 1924 p. 220). 

 

Seventy times 50 are 3,500. The whole period would therefore 

have been 3,500 years from the time the Jews entered Canaan until 

all the types would have been fulfilled. As they entered Canaan 1,575 

years before Christ there would be 1,925 years of types after Christ, 

or 1925 A. D. The year 1925, therefore, would have been the last 
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jubilee the Jews would have kept, if they had remained faithful to 

their covenant. Then what would have happened? We should expect 

that the antitype would begin to be fulfilled; namely, the jubilee for 

the whole world. (The Way to Paradise 1924 p. 223). 

 

In the Polish version of our book we cite a long paragraph from 

The Way to Paradise (chapter: Princes in All the Earth, pages 224-

232), because the book was never published in Polish. Here we just 

quote a shorter passage. Please, notice while reading pages 224-232 

that the author does not refer to the year 1925 as to the date of the 

resurrection of the patriarchs, instead he refers to the time “after 

1925” (“We should, therefore, expect shortly after 1925...” - p. 224). 

Words from this book are like a ready-made script for a movie about 

people’s resurrection! 

 The following excerpt provides an instruction on how (by the 

telephone!) the resurrection of dead parents would be ordered from 

the patriarchs:  

 

You then call up the princes at Jerusalem, state your case, and 

make request that your father and your mother might be awakened. 

In joyful expectancy you wait. Some morning you hear talking in the 

room you have prepared. There was no one there last night. You 

know that there are no thieves or intruders; for all such experiences 

have been eliminated. You do not need to be fearful; so you listen at 

the door. You hear father's familiar voice saying, “Mother, where 

are we? Are we dreaming? Why, I thought I attended your funeral 

last summer; then I was taken sick, and they had the doctor, and that 

is the last I can remember.” (The Way to Paradise 1924 pp. 228-

229). 

 

Abraham and the resurrected patriarchs would also use a radio (as 

already mentioned in this book). 

 

When perfect men, such as Abraham, Moses and David are back 

on the earth they will teach the people the truth as no dead stone 

could ever teach them. Employing the radio, which God has brought 

into action for his own purposes, they will stand at Jerusalem or- any 
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other given place on earth and speak to the peoples of all the land. 

(The Watchtower December 1, 1928 p. 358). 

 

Doubtless in his own due time the great God will cause his faithful 

servants Abraham, David, and others, to stand in the city of 

Jerusalem and by means of the radio speak to all the peoples of earth 

that they may hear and know that there is no God besides Jehovah. 

(The Watchtower August 1, 1929 p. 231). 

See The Golden Age January 14, 1925 p. 254; The Golden Age 

February 5, 1930 p. 318. 

 

Besides, Abraham was to appear on television: 

 

Simultaneously we shall be able to “listen in” to the radio and 

“see in” on our television to the scene we are hearing of or the 

speaker we are listening to. Surely these wonders are being shown to 

man for his use in the golden age, which is now being ushered in. 

When that age of blessing is fully come, we can well imagine the 

peoples of the earth “listening in” and “seeing in” with rapt 

attention, while Abraham, Isaac or Jacob or other of those faithful 

men of old, who will then be appointed by the Messiah as princes in 

all the earth, expounds the law of God and instructs them in the way 

that leads to life and happiness in harmony with Jehovah. (The 

Golden Age January 23, 1929 p. 273). 

 

Radio broadcasting was also meant to cure many diseases (the 

Watchtower Society launched it in 1924): 

 

Radio has been directly employed in the treatment of cases of 

rheumatism, neuritis, pneumonia, and deafness. Men that have not 

heard a sound in thirty years have been able to hear when the radio 

headpieces were attached. Leo Kuehn, of Detroit, a deaf-mute 

twenty-eight years of age, an intelligent, educated man, learned to 

speak after a few lessons by radio. His first uttered words were: 

Holy, holy, holy." It was a well-chosen tribute to the Author of his 

blessings. (The Golden Age March 12, 1924 p. 365). 
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The year 1925 was also discussed in the Watchtower Society’s 

magazines: 

 

The year 1924 opens dark and black to those who know not God. 

To the Christian it opens with a resplendent brightness never before 

experienced. So dark it is to the non-believer that he is bowed down 

with sorrow and despair. So bright it is to the faithful follower of 

Jesus that he lifts up his head and, looking up, rejoices because he 

knows that the day of deliverance is at hand. (The Watchtower 

January 1, 1924 p. 3). 

 

If we assume that the harvest of the wheat class, namely, the 

saints, began with the beginning of the second presence of our Lord 

in 1874, then would it be unreasonable to conclude that the harvest 

must continue for fifty symbolic days, or fifty literal years? If so, then 

we might expect the harvest to end fifty years after 1874, or with the 

year 1924. If this be true, what a wonderful incentive for the saints to 

be watchful, prayerful, active, and rejoicing in their privileges to 

have a part in the Lord’s work in these concluding days of the 

harvest. That would mean that the selection of the royal family would 

be completed with the end of 1924. If this be true, then surely with 

confidence the saints now on earth can announce with the opening of 

this year, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand,” because all the 

members of the royal line are about completed for the kingdom. (The 

Watchtower January 1, 1924 p. 5). 

 

Whether 1924 ends the harvest work or not (and no one knows for 

a certainty) we do know that the completion and glorification of the 

church is near at hand. (The Watchtower January 1, 1924 p. 6). 

 

The outlook for 1924 is wonderful. It is inspiring. It is thrilling. 

Rejoice, ye sons of God, ye prospective kings, as you herald to the 

world the message of deliverance, “The kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.” (The Watchtower January 1, 1924 p. 8). 

 

The 2,901 vessels, plus the 1,000 plus 30 plus 29 enumerated 

vessels, totaling 3,960 vessels, correspond to the number of years 

from the ratification of the Abrahamic Covenant, in 2035 B.C., to the 
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time when Abraham will inherit the promised land, in the spring of 

1926. (2,034 3/4 plus 1,925 1/4 equals 3,960.) See Z. 1920, pp. 204, 

205. (The Watchtower January 15, 1924 p. 31). 

 

The actual end of the jubilees brought the destruction of literal 

Babylon; and the end of the seventy cycles (as indicated by seventy 

jubilees), in the fall of 1925, will surely bring the deathblow to 

symbolic Babylon. (The Watchtower May 15, 1924 p. 159). 

 

The transition period from the domination of Satan to the 

rulership of Messiah is one which in round numbers may be called a 

fifty-year period. As this period is almost expired it is reasonable to 

expect manifestations of this preparatory work in process of 

fulfilment. (The Watchtower June 1, 1924 p. 165). 

 

It will not do to say that 1925 is approaching and the work will 

not be finished during that year, and that therefore one can slack up 

for a while and take on the work again some time later. Who knows 

that the work of the Church this side the vail may not be completed in 

1925? (...) Suppose the Lord should say to his people in 1925 words 

to the effect that several years more will be required to give the 

witness to the nations before all the body members shall be changed 

into glorious spirit beings. Would not the truly loyal ones respond in 

effect thus? (The Watchtower July 15, 1924 p. 211). 

 

Let no one now be deceived by calculations as to just when the 

Lord will cease his work with the Church on earth. The year 1925 is 

a date definitely and clearly marked in the Scriptures, even more 

clearly than that of 1914; but it would be presumptuous on the part 

of any faithful follower of the Lord to assume just what the Lord is 

going to do during that year. (The Watchtower July 15, 1924 p. 211). 

 

The kingdom of heaven is at hand. It is no time now to show 

weakness of faith or to become discouraged because to some it may 

not seem that 1925 will bring what they expect. All of God’s 

promises will be fulfilled in his own due time. (The Watchtower 

August 15, 1924 p. 247). 
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It matters not whether this work is accomplished by 1925 or years 

later. The only question for the proper consideration of the Christian 

is to give this message throughout the world as a witness before the 

finale. (The Watchtower October 1, 1924 p. 298). 

 

(...) we expect the full glorification of the church in about two 

years. (The Golden Age February 13, 1924 p. 313). 

 

Many prominent dates in history are indicated, even down to the 

World War of 1914. The year 1925 is also a specified date. (The 

Golden Age May 21, 1924 p. 519; See The Golden Age December 

31, 1924 p. 205). 

 

Other magazines also discuss the issue of the year 1925 several 

times: 

 

The Watchtower December 12, 1924 p. 362; The Watchtower 

December 15, 1924 p. 377; The Golden Age February 13, 1924 pp. 

313-314; The Golden Age May 7, 1924 p. 490; The Golden Age May 

21, 1924 pp. 519, 537-538; The Golden Age December 31, 1924 pp. 

205, 215, 221-222 (for extensive quotations from the last 

publications, see the chapter The Great Pyramid and years 1925-

1926.) 

 

To confirm their expectations in relation to the year 1925, the 

Watchtower Society even referred to Dr. Fridtjof Nansen (1861-

1930), Norwegian statesman: 

 

We must not forget that the world is on fire; that the blaze started 

in 1914, and presumably will reach the climax in 1925. Truly the 

world is sitting on a powder keg. (The Watchtower February 1, 1924 

p. 38). 
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Year 1925 – Dimming expectations 

 

When nothing happened in 1924, then the hopes of the 

Watchtower Society publishers turned to the years 1925-1926. 

The “Millions Campaign” continued until the very end…, till the 

year 1925: 

 

From 1918 until 1925, the talk “Millions Now Living Will Never 

Die,” which explained the hope of everlasting life on earth, was 

presented by Jehovah’s servants in over 30 languages worldwide. 

(The Watchtower August 15, 2009 p. 16). 

 

In 1925, when I was three years old, my parents attended a Bible 

talk in our hometown of Newcastle, Australia. The talk, “Millions 

Now Living Will Never Die,” convinced my mother that she had 

found the truth, and she began to attend Christian meetings 

regularly. My father’s interest, though, quickly waned. He objected 

to Mother’s newfound faith and threatened to leave if she did not 

give it up. Mother loved my father and wanted to keep the family 

together. (...) My father left, and afterward I saw him only 

occasionally. (The Watchtower March 1, 2006 p. 12). 

 

In 1925, when I was 14, a tract was put under our door that 

invited us to a public lecture in West Ham town hall. My mother and 

a neighbor decided to attend the talk, and my sister and I 

accompanied them. That talk, “Millions Now Living Will Never 

Die,” sowed the seeds of Bible truth in Mother’s heart. (The 

Watchtower May 1, 1998 p. 26). 

 

It is interesting that those publishers who encountered the 

Watchtower Society’s teaching at the end of the “Millions 

Campaign” did not become discouraged that nothing happened in the 

year 1925. Probably only the husband mentioned in the testimony of 

the female publisher stated that the organization's interpretation was 

running nowhere. 

In the “year 1925” the proof of believing in the beginning of the 

resurrection in that time was the following fact:  
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A. H. Macmillan was sent by ship to Palestine in 1925 because of 

special interest in the role of the Jews in connection with Bible 

prophecy (Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 

1993 p. 142). 

 

Although 1925 has come and was about to go, the Watchtower 

Society still confidently proclaimed its assurances, even there were 

some signs of doubt: 

 

The year 1925 is here. With great expectation Christians have 

looked forward to this year. Many have confidently expected that all 

members of the body of Christ will be changed to heavenly glory 

during the year. This may be accomplished. It may not be. In his own 

due time God will accomplish his purposes concerning his own 

people. Christians should not be so deeply concerned about what 

may transpire during this year that they would fail to joyfully do 

what the Lord would have them to do. (The Watchtower January 1, 

1925 p. 3). 

 

During this period, a comprehensive article was published, THE 

YEAR OF JUBILEE (The Watchtower February 15, 1925 pp. 51-59), 

that discussed a bit differently the expectations for the years 1925-

1926: 

 

But the Jews as a nation are not in their land, and cannot keep 

1925 as a jubilee. Has God, therefore, changed his time schedule for 

the antitypical jubilee? We find no scripture implying that he has. On 

the contrary, the physical facts about us, viewed in the light of 

prophecy, indicate that he is carrying out his original plan exactly on 

time. What, therefore, may we reasonably expect for 1925 and the 

years immediately following? (The Watchtower February 15, 1925 p. 

52). 

 

The number ten is often used in the Scriptures, and apparently 

there is some peculiar significance attached to it. (...) Ten years from 

1914 is 1924. If the Jews were in their homeland we would have 

expected the blowing of the typical jubilee trumpets to begin about 
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October 1st, 1924, announcing the year 1925 as the jubilee (The 

Watchtower February 15, 1925 p. 54). 

 

The International Bible Students have for years been calling 

attention to the Bible prophecies that this world (age) is passing 

away, that the great antitypical jubilee for the world is at hand, and 

that 1925 would be a marked year. (The Watchtower February 15, 

1925 p. 54). 

 

In discussing the jubilees in Volume Two of SCRIPTURE 

STUDIES Brother Russell pointed out that the last typical jubilee 

should merge into the antitypical jubilee, and might, therefore, be 

properly considered as the beginning of the antitype. In the type, the 

year 1925 would have been confined to the natural Israelites. What 

would be more reasonable now than to expect that the year 1925 will 

be of special interest to the antitypical Israelites? In the type the 

priests and Levites would have been very busy during the year, 

assisting their fellows and the people properly to settle their affairs 

and relationships in harmony with the Law and their inheritances. 

This would have been in preparation for the work commenced in 

1926 for the Gentiles. If we have correctly interpreted the matter, 

1926 is still the year for God’s blessings to begin towards the 

Gentiles. What would be more reasonable than to expect that 1925 

will be a very stirring and busy year for the antitypical Israelites, as 

God will be settling their arrangements and positions in the Body 

preparatory for their work to begin with the Gentiles on time? It 

would, therefore, seem reasonable to expect that 1925 will be one of 

severe testings upon the individual members of the antitypical 

Israelites. (...) We see, then, that we have good reason to expect some 

manifestation of divine guidance, and evidence that we are in the 

right way, doing the right work at the right time. (The Watchtower 

February 15, 1925 p. 56). 

 

Does it not also indicate, according to the dates above given, that 

the last chronological typical jubilee began in July, 1924, instead of 

October; and that the antitypical jubilee may begin about July-

August, 1925? Would it be unreasonable to expect that Jehovah will 

mark that date to the world as clearly as he did the year 1914? and 
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as clearly as he has marked the beginning of 1925 to the Church? 

That 1925 will be a phenomenal year in many respects is evident. 

(The Watchtower February 15, 1925 p. 56). 

 

The Catholics are celebrating their “jubilee”, which began 

Christmas Eve, December 24th, 1924. The “jubilee door” of St. 

Peter’s at Rome was opened by the Pope at that time, and is to 

remain open for one year. All who pass through the door are 

promised his special blessing. (...) The Jews also are looking upon 

1925 and expect to receive some special blessing from Jehovah, 

though they do not seem to be certain what it may be. We do not 

know where they received their intimation, unless they have been 

reading some of our SOCIETY’S literature. Nevertheless they are 

expectant. (The Watchtower February 15, 1925 pp. 56-57). 

 

We may reasonably expect that 1925 will be a very active year for 

the saints on this side the vail; and also that the adversary will be 

increasingly active in his opposition, as he knows that his time is 

shortening. (...) This will anger them, and they may attempt 

strenuous measures to suppress it, in order to direct attention from 

themselves and to hold their power over the masses. How long before 

they attempt this we may not know, nor need it trouble us. Our 

Captain is in full control of the situation, and victory is sure. (The 

Watchtower February 15, 1925 p. 57). 

 

How much of all this will come to pass in 1926 is not stated. At 

present we do not find any definite date beyond 1926 indicated in the 

Scriptures. When the Bible Students found 1914 in the Bible they 

heralded it far and wide, but the Lord left the curtain down at that 

date until we had reached it. God set his seal upon 1914, and the 

work started that year is still going on. We find the date 1925-1926 

clearly indicated in the prophetic outline, and the Lord has not lifted 

the curtain sufficiently for us to see distinctly beyond. We feel sure 

that he will set his seal upon that date as clearly as he did upon 

1914, and he will then let us see beyond as soon and as far as will be 

good for us. Let us learn from experiences of the past not to be too 

positive about details. We need have no worry. (The Watchtower 

February 15, 1925 p. 58). 
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Many of us may be called home during 1925 and 1926. Whether 

we shall be called, or whether Jehovah shall leave some of us here 

for a little further work, what does it matter? If we are faithful, we 

are just as acceptable and commendable on this side the vail, and 

just as sure of our reward. (The Watchtower February 15, 1925 p. 

58). 

 

The quoted article no longer sets the date of the patriarchs’ 

resurrection, although it is still claimed that Jerusalem will be the 

capital of the world, and the resurrection of other people will take 

place in about 25 years: 

 

The ancient worthies are to be brought forth and made princes in 

all the earth. (...) We know the work of restitution must come to the 

Jews first, and through them to the rest of the world. As the 

Scriptures state that Jerusalem is to be the capital of the world and 

that the ancient worthies are to be princes in all the earth, we are 

warranted in expecting that the kingdom work will begin at 

Jerusalem. (...) Jerusalem will need a great deal of cleansing before 

it will be in condition to be the capital of the world. The city may be 

undergoing changes during all the Millennial Age, but it will take 

several years to do some necessary preliminary work. (...) Probably 

those of the righteous who will be carried through the great time of 

trouble will be dealt with first, before those in the graves will be 

brought forth. It does not seem unreasonable, therefore, to think that 

twenty-five years, possibly more, will pass before the awakening of 

the dead shall begin. (The Watchtower February 15, 1925 p. 57-58). 

 

In the following months, the expectations related to 1925 were 

less and less decided: 

 

We are well along in 1925. Let everyone now who ready loves the 

Lord put aside selfishness and, moved by the spirit of a loving 

devotion to the cause of righteousness, make the few remaining 

months the greatest witness yet given for the King and his kingdom. 

(The Watchtower May 1, 1925 p. 137). 
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No doubt many of the dear saints will be permitted thus to judge 

angels daring the year 1925, but to such as are pure in heart no 

harm will come. (The Watchtower June 1, 1925 p. 174). 

 

The Lord is in his temple. The King and his kingdom are here, 

Whether all the church is taken beyond the vail in 1925 or not is a 

matter of little moment. If we realize that we have found a safe hiding 

place in the Lord and that we are commissioned to be his witnesses, 

then let us delight ourselves in the Lord and joyfully perform the 

blessed duties granted unto us whether on this side a few months or a 

few years. (The Watchtower August 15, 1925 pp. 247-248). 

 

The end of 1925 is about here. Some have expected to see the 

work of the church in the flesh completed this year. Probably this 

expectation has been induced somewhat by the desire to end earth’s 

journey of toil and to sit at ease in glory. If so, then is not there a 

measure of selfishness in such a desire and expectation? Selfishness 

could not be pleasing to the Lord. (The Watchtower September 1, 

1925 p. 259). 

 

The Lord has never told us just what year, day nor hour we might 

expect the last members to be taken into heavenly glory. Why should 

he inform us before his time, and why should we even desire to 

possess this knowledge before the Lord’s due time? (...) Because 

1925 is about ended and, as we believe, many of the members of the 

church are still on earth, there is likely to be a tendency on the part 

of some to become negligent concerning the interests of the kingdom 

and of the work that is yet to be done. (The Watchtower September 1, 

1925 p. 260). 

 

It is to be expected that Satan will try to inject Into the minds of 

the consecrated the thought that 1925 should see an end of the work, 

and that therefore it would be needless for them to do more. (The 

Watchtower September 1, 1925 p. 262). 

 

It seems that the anointed in such an attitude would not be at all 

anxious about what may or may not transpire in 1925. They will see 

that they have everything to lose by becoming negligent and 
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indifferent, and everything to gain by remaining steadfast, diligent 

and faithful. (The Watchtower September 1, 1925 p. 262). 

 

(...) that the Lord has given his people certain points in 

chronology; that the fulfilment of prophecy shows the dates 1914, 

1918 and 1925 to be clearly marked; that the Scriptures nowhere 

show just what day or year the glorification of the church takes 

place; therefore that with the passing of 1925 time is no more so far 

as the church is concerned. (The Watchtower October 15, 1925 p. 

308). 

 

The year 1925 was also the time when the new book was printed, 

directed mainly to the Jews. It was named Comfort for the Jews. 

Here are the most important passages concerning the year 1925: 

 

What then should be expected at the end of 1925? This may be 

determined by reference to the law given to Israel through Moses. 

That law provided that in the year of jubilee “ye shall return every 

man unto his possession”. Thus the law states that the jubilee is the 

time of restitution. Since restitution is the blessing clearly intended 

by the promise God gave to Abraham, and since everyone of the 

prophets from Samuel to Malachi foretold the coming times of great 

restitution of all things, it follows that the beginning of the 

antitypical jubilee marks the beginning of the times of restitution. 

(Comfort for the Jews 1925 pp. 86-87). 

 

If the end of 1925 marks the end of the last seventy-year period, 

then it follows that we should expect the people to begin to receive 

some knowledge concerning God's great plan of restoration. The 

Jews are to have the favors first, and thereafter all others who obey 

the Lord. There could be no restoration without knowledge, even as 

it is impossible to give a man anything unless he knows about it. A 

gift is a contract, and knowledge is the first and essential element on 

the part of both giver and receiver. (Comfort for the Jews 1925 pp. 

87-88). 
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Reader will note that in the above passages there is nothing about 

the resurrection of patriarchs or Jews, but only about a restitution in 

general sense. 

In 1925, J.F. Rutherford published one of his pamphlets, Our 

Lord's Return. Here are the words used to point out the time of the 

“harvest” (1874-1924): 

 

(...) and since the Lord used the natural wheat harvest of Israel as 

a picture of the harvest of his people, it might not be out of place 

here to say that from the time of the beginning of the Jewish harvest 

until Pentecost was fifty days; and carrying out the Biblical rule of a 

day for a year, it would not be unreasonable to conclude that the 

harvest of the Gospel Age would cover a period of fifty years. During 

the period of time since 1874 there has been a great gathering 

together of Christian people from different quarters of the earth, 

without regard to creed or denomination. (Our Lord’s Return 1925 

pp. 30-31). 

 

This brochure mentions the Watchtower Society’s campaign of 

millions who will never die: 

 

During this period of time these Christians have gone throughout 

the earth proclaiming that the kingdom of heaven is at hand; and 

now they are particularly announcing to the people the presence of 

the Lord—that his kingdom is at hand; that millions now living will 

never die. (Our Lord’s Return 1925 p. 31). 

 

Numbers of public lectures delivered upon this subject throughout 

Christendom have gladdened the hearts of hundreds of thousands of 

people, comforting those that mourn. In 1920 this message was put 

into printed form in the book entitled “Millions Now Living Will 

Never Die”; and in the lands where the greatest persecution 

prevailed against the people of the Lord, greatest has been the 

witness. Within eight months 2,500,000 copies of this book were 

placed in the hands of the people; and yet the message goes on, 

giving a wider and wider witness, looking forward to the full 

consummation of “the time of the end”, and the end of the old order 
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and the incoming of Messiah's kingdom. (Our Lord’s Return 1925 p. 

41). 

 

The sense of expectation for the year 1925 (when the said 

brochure was published), is best presented in a testimony of a 

publisher who “produced” that publication:  

 

My first assignment was feeding the booklet Our Lord’s Return 

[released in 1925] onto a stitching machine. The overseer explained 

how to do it and, pointing to a huge pile of booklets, he said: “Hurry 

up and get the job done because Armageddon is coming!” (The 

Watchtower August 15, 1982 p. 10). 

 

Let us also quote words from another brochure that was published 

in 1925: 

 

The year 1925 is just beginning. Thoughtful men at such times try 

to scan the horizon to see what are the prospects for the year. (...) It 

seems to me that the situation is well summed up by the words of one 

of the world's great statesmen, who write frequently for the public 

press and who at the conclusion of 1924 had this to say about world 

conditions: “The deepest impression left on my mind by 1924 is of a 

world once more reconciled to black...” (Comfort for the People 

1925 pp. 3-4). 

 

Suppose George Washington, in his farewell address, had told the 

people of the United States that from 1914 to 1925 would be a time 

of trouble, great distress and perplexity; and that these things would 

be but a harbinger to a better time just at hand; and that shortly 

following these troublous times conditions would greatly improve for 

the better and for the benefit of the people. How many people, do you 

imagine, would be carefully considering just now what Mr. 

Washington had predicted? But mark you, one far greater than Mr. 

Washington foretold this much and more. (Comfort for the People 

1925 p. 6). 

 

Much has heretofore been said about 1925. Many men of the 

world, drawing on their own wisdom, have pointed it out as an 
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important year. Others have referred to the Bible, which is the only 

true source of information on the subject. Many people are looking 

for something phenomenal to happen. But if we see that we are in a 

time when prophecy is being fulfilled, that should be sufficient to 

cause us to consider calmly and carefully these prophecies as they 

are fulfilled, and to know that a great, wise and loving God will 

guide in the right paths the destinies of those who try to serve him, 

and that ultimately they will receive a blessing. (Comfort for the 

People 1925 p. 9). 

 

According to their jubilee system, which God inaugurated with 

them under. Moses, their last typical jubilee is the year 1925; and 

shortly thereafter the great blessings which God has promised to the 

Jews should begin to be made manifest. We may look with keen 

expectancy for some marked manifestation of God's favor in the 

latter part of 1925, or shortly thereafter. (Comfort for the People 

1925 p. 39). 

 

Other magazines also dealt with the issue of 1925 several times: 

 

The Golden Age January 14, 1925 p. 256; The Golden Age March 

11, 1925 p. 384; The Golden Age April 8, 1925 p. 444; The Golden 

Age October 7, 1925 p. 20; The Golden Age November 18, 1925 p. 

126; The Golden Age December 2, 1925 p. 157; The Golden Age 

December 30, 1925 p. 221. 

 

One more comparison will be appropriate here. Earlier, as we 

reported, the Watchtower Society taught about the date “around 

April 1” and its specific expectations: 

 

(...) or about April 1, 1925, at which time we may expect the 

resurrection of the Ancient Worthies and the beginning of the 

blessing of all the families of the earth, living as well as dead. 

(Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 110). 

 

Here is a statement, dated May 1, 1925 (that is, a month after 

April 1), quoted by one of today’s publications: 
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Back in 1925, the May 1 Watch Tower said: “We should not 

arbitrarily say what God will or will not do. . . . [But] we are led to 

the conclusion that the members of the Church [anointed Christians] 

will be glorified before the resurrection of the ancient worthies 

[faithful pre-Christian witnesses].” (The Watchtower May 15 1997 

p. 20). 

 

Year 1926 – Another pointless expectation 

 

When nothing came of the expected facts in 1925, the Watchtower 

Society attempted to bail out the situation and move its hopes to the 

“year 1926.” 

As early as from 1920, the organization presented some 

chronological calculations, which pointed to “the year 1926,” and so 

it opened the door for further hope when “the year 1925” passed. 

Here are these words:  

 

(...) then we have the probable date when Abraham and the other 

ancient worthies will have actually come into the possession of the 

promised land, and when Abraham will know that he has inherited 

the land, in answer to his question to the Lord. This will be 3960 – 

2034 3/4 which equals 1925 1/4 years, or the spring of the year 

1926. (The Watchtower July 1, 1920 p. 205). 

 

The 2,901 vessels, plus the 1,000 plus 30 plus 29 enumerated 

vessels, totaling 3,960 vessels, correspond to the number of years 

from the ratification of the Abrahamic Covenant, in 2035 B.C., to the 

time when Abraham will inherit the promised land, in the spring of 

1926. (2,034 3/4 plus 1,925 1/4 equals 3,960.) See Z. 1920, pp. 204, 

205. (The Watchtower January 15, 1924 p. 31). 

 

(...) we expect the full glorification of the church in about two 

years. (The Golden Age February 13, 1924 p. 313). 

 

In the type the priests and Levites would have been very busy 

during the year, assisting their fellows and the people properly to 
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settle their affairs and relationships in harmony with the Law and 

their inheritances. This would have been in preparation for the work 

commenced in 1926 for the Gentiles. If we have correctly interpreted 

the matter, 1926 is still the year for God’s blessings to begin towards 

the Gentiles. (The Watchtower February 15, 1925 p. 56). 

 

How much of all this will come to pass in 1926 is not stated. At 

present we do not find any definite date beyond 1926 indicated in the 

Scriptures. When the Bible Students found 1914 in the Bible they 

heralded it far and wide, but the Lord left the curtain down at that 

date until we had reached it. God set his seal upon 1914, and the 

work started that year is still going on. We find the date 1925-1926 

clearly indicated in the prophetic outline, and the Lord has not lifted 

the curtain sufficiently for us to see distinctly beyond. We feel sure 

that he will set his seal upon that date as clearly as he did upon 

1914, and he will then let us see beyond as soon and as far as will be 

good for us. Let us learn from experiences of the past not to be too 

positive about details. We need have no worry. (The Watchtower 

February 15, 1925 p. 58). 

 

Many of us may be called home during 1925 and 1926. Whether 

we shall be called, or whether Jehovah shall leave some of us here 

for a little further work, what does it matter? If we are faithful, we 

are just as acceptable and commendable on this side the vail, and 

just as sure of our reward. (The Watchtower February 15, 1925 p. 

58). 

 

In December 1924, in an extensive article, it was confirmed that 

everything points to “the year 1926:” 

 

Following that, we should expect that the year 1926 would be, 

chronologically, the beginning of the antitype the beginning of the 

great Jubilee for all the world, during which every son of Adam, who 

will, may become a free man, and return to his father’s estate, to the 

inheritance of the earth, and to perfection of mind and body. Instead 

of being a period of one year the antitype will be a period of 1,000 

years, during which Christ the Lord shall be King over all the earth. 

(Zechariah 14:9) If this is indicated in the Pyramid, we should expect 
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to find it in connection wit His resurrection, ascension and return to 

establish His kingdom. It would also be after His special work with 

the Church, typified by the sudden closing of the Grand Gallery at 

the south end. (The Golden Age December 31, 1924 p. 221; See p. 

218). 

 

The same passage was already published more than half a year 

earlier, but some words have been changed: 

 

Instead of being a period of one year the antitype will be a period 

of 1,000 years, during which Christ will have charge of the entire 

work. (The Golden Age May 21, 1924 p. 537). 

 

In another publication of the year 1925, the imminent fulfillment 

of the promises was confirmed: 

 

According to their jubilee system, which God inaugurated with 

them under. Moses, their last typical jubilee is the year 1925; and 

shortly thereafter the great blessings which God has promised to the 

Jews should begin to be made manifest. We may look with keen 

expectancy for some marked manifestation of God's favor in the 

latter part of 1925, or shortly thereafter. (Comfort for the People 

1925 p. 39). 

 

However, in 1926 the Watchtower Society began to delay the 

resurrection of patriarchs: 

 

In due time the ancient worthies, who were tried and proven 

faithful and true unto God, shall be brought forth perfect men and be 

given a place in this blessed government of Zion, the new nation, 

because God hath prepared a place for them in that government. 

(The Watchtower March 15, 1926 p. 87). 

 

It would be rather expected after failure of “the year 1925” 

prophecy that the “millions of people living today would never die,” 

the Watchtower Society would reject the slogan. In opposite, it 

continued, and the Deliverance book issued in 1926 keeps this 
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prophecy although its fulfillment has been moved forward in time 

and it still promised the following: 

 

The faithful shall live for ever and never die, receiving from the 

Lord the right to live. This blessing is now about to begin, hence it 

may be properly said that millions now living will never die; because 

the presumption is that millions, after knowing of the fact of God's 

love, will be willing to avail themselves of the opportunity for life. 

(Deliverance 1926 p. 339). 

 

This shift of expectations has not changed anything, thus over 

time the Watchtower Society withdrew from everything it had 

previously designated. 

Here is an attempt of some commentary on the fact that nothing 

happened of the expected events in 1925: 

 

In 1918 many of the Lord’s people were discouraged, and some 

said, at least by their conduct: “The Lord hath forgotten us.” (...) 

Again in 1925 many said: “The ancient worthies have not returned; 

and some who seem to be saints are still on the earth: surely the 

Lord hath forgotten us.” (The Watchtower August 15, 1926 p. 247). 

 

In August 1926, probably for the first time, the Watchtower 

Society stated that only “some” had expected to complete the Lord’s 

work in 1925: 

 

Some anticipated that the work would end in 1925, but the Lord 

did not so state. (The Watchtower August 1, 1926 p. 232). 

 

So, we see that in the end nothing left of the supposedly divine 

chronology of the resurrection of the Prophets and the “1925,” and 

the statement: the positive and indisputable conclusion that millions 

now living will never die. 

 

In one of his trips to Europe, in 1926 the president J.F. Rutherford 

had to explain the unfulfilled expectations of 1925. He was 

answering questions, that were later reported in one of the 

publications. Did he tell the truth about the resurrection of the 
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Prophets in 1925, according to his book about “millions who will not 

die?” The answer to this question everyone can find in this book, in 

the chapter Year 1920 – Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 

However here is a report from the meeting with publishers: 

 

QUESTION MEETING 

QUESTION: Have the ancient worthies returned? 

ANSWER: Certainly they have not returned. No one has seen 

them, and it would be foolish to make such an announcement. It was 

stated in the “Millions” book that we might reasonably expect them 

to return shortly after 1925, but this was merely an expressed 

opinion; besides it is still shortly after 1925. There is no good reason 

why we should expect the ancient worthies to return until the church 

is complete and the work of the church on earth is done. At this time 

the work is not complete, and it is quite evident that many of the 

members of the body of Christ are still here. 

QUESTION: id the work of the church cease in October, 1925, as 

some claim, or is there something else yet to do? 

ANSWER: The work did not cease in 1925 and is still going on. 

The Lord is at the head of his work and it is going on with the same 

force and momentum that it has heretofore. Some misguided ones in 

Switzerland conceived the thought that the work had ended in 1925, 

that only a small remnant of the consecrated were within the fold, 

and that everybody who did not agree with this thought were out. Of 

course such a thought is a foolish one; it is the result of a disturbed 

mind and not the result of candid consideration of God’s Word. 

There is nothing in the Scriptures to indicate that the Lord will 

reveal to his church just how soon the work is going to end, but each 

one who is devoted to the Lord should be willing and anxious to 

press on and do with his might what his hands find to do, until the 

Lord says it is enough. Let no one be disturbed by the foolish 

proclamation that has been put forth by one or two misguided 

brethren to the effect that the ancient worthies were back in 1925 

and that the work of the church there ceased, and that all those who 

do not agree with them are outside. The Lord is still able to manage 

his own affairs and to carry out his work in his own good way, 

without the expressed wisdom of some self-constituted wise people. 
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Trust in the Lord and follow his Word, and you will be safe. (The 

Watchtower July 1, 1926 p. 196). 

 

Other magazines also touched the 1925 case several times: 

 

The Golden Age April 7, 1926 p. 445; The Golden Age May 19, 

1926 p. 537; The Golden Age June 30, 1926 p. 635; The Golden Age 

July 14, 1926 pp. 663-664; The Golden Age August August 25, 1926 

p. 755; The Golden Age September 22, 1926 p. 823. 

 

Events expected for the year 1925 

 

This chapter presents the main expectations of the Watchtower 

Society related to the year 1925. 

 

Resurrection of the patriarchs 
 

Further, the widely circulated booklet Millions Now Living Will 

Never Die presented the view that in 1925, God’s purposes 

regarding the restoring of the earth to Paradise and the resurrecting 

of the faithful ones of old would begin to be fulfilled. The endurance 

of the anointed seemed to be nearly completed. (The Watchtower 

November 1, 1993 p. 11). 

 

The end of death 
 

(...) it is reasonable to conclude that millions of people now on the 

earth will be still on the earth in 1925. Then, based upon the 

promises set forth in the divine Word, we must reach the positive and 

indisputable conclusion that millions now living will never die. 

(Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 97). 

 

(...) this could point to the year 1925. On the basis of what was 

said there, many hoped that perhaps the remaining ones of the little 

flock would receive their heavenly reward by 1925. This year also 

was associated with expectations for resurrection of faithful pre-
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Christian servants of God with a view to their serving on earth as 

princely representatives of the heavenly Kingdom. If that really 

occurred, it would mean that mankind had entered an era in which 

death would cease to be master, and millions then living could have 

the hope of never dying off the earth. What a happy prospect! 

Though mistaken, they eagerly shared it with others. (Jehovah’s 

Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 632). 

 

Going to heaven 
 

God’s people had to adjust their thinking about 1925, for 

instance. (...) D. Schroeder states: “It was thought that then the 

remnant of Christ’s anointed followers would go to heaven to be part 

of the Kingdom...” (1975 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p. 146). 

 

Paradise on the earth 
 

At that time, there was a widely held view that pointed to 1925 as 

the year for the resurrection to begin and for Paradise to be restored 

to the earth. Thus, many were serving with a fixed date in mind. (...) 

After 1925 passed, the holy ones no longer served God with an 

immediate, explicit deadline in view. (Pay Attention to Daniel’s 

Prophecy! 1999 pp. 303-304). 

 

Armageddon 
 

My first assignment was feeding the booklet Our Lord’s Return 

[published in 1925] onto a stitching machine. The overseer explained 

how to do it and, pointing to a huge pile of booklets, he said: “Hurry 

up and get the job done because Armageddon is coming!” (The 

Watchtower August 15, 1982 p. 10). 

 

Those of the original remnant who survived the experiences of 

World War I used to quote Psalm 50:5, (...) They used to think that 

only these saints were to be gathered or harvested before 

Armageddon, although it was timely for them since 1918 to herald 

the message, “Millions Now Living Will Never Die.” It was even 

suggested that this harvesting of such spiritual saints might end with 
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the year 1924, after which the heavenly glorification of these 

anointed, spirit-begotten followers of Christ would take place. (See 

The Watchtower, January 1, 1924, ¶¶ 11-32.) (The Watchtower 

December 15, 1951 p. 749). 

 

The fall of Satan’s organization  
 

(...) and, showing that the antitypical jubilee must begin in 1925, 

the message announced the doom of Satan's organization and that 

the time had come when the people should go free. (Light 1930, Vol. 

1, p. 135). 

 

The destruction of the Babylon the Great  
 

The actual end of the jubilees brought the destruction of literal 

Babylon; and the end of the seventy cycles (as indicated by seventy 

jubilees), in the fall of 1925, will surely bring the deathblow to 

symbolic Babylon. (The Watchtower May 15, 1924 p. 159). 

 

Binding of Satan 
 

Now the decisive battle is on, and the victory is certain; for it is 

only a matter of a few short years until Satan will be bound. (The 

Watchtower November 1, 1922 p. 347). 

 

The earthly phase of the kingdom 
 

As we have heretofore stated, the great jubilee cycle is due to 

begin in 1925. At that time the earthly phase of the kingdom shall be 

recognized. (Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 89). 

 

Abraham administers the land 
 

1,924 full years of the A.D. period will end December 31, 1924 

A.D. and 3/4 years more ends about October 1, 1925 A.D., at which 

time there is reason to believe that Abraham will come into 

possession of his inheritance. (Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 

1920 p. 108). 
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The renewal of all things – restitution  
 

(...) or about April 1, 1925, at which time we may expect the 

resurrection of the Ancient Worthies and the beginning of the 

blessing of all the families of the earth, living as well as dead. The 

last year of the 3,500 years will be itself a jubilee year witnessing the 

antitype, the great jubilee, of restitution. (Millions Now Living Will 

Never Die! 1920 p. 110). 

 

The Millennium and the Jubilee of the earth 
 

The year 1925 also held expectations for Jehovah’s servants. It 

was thought that a cycle of 70 typical Jubilees (70 × 50 years) from 

the time Israel entered the Promised Land would end in 1925 and 

mark the beginning of the great antitypical Jubilee, the Millennial 

Reign of Christ Jesus. It did not turn out that way. (The Watchtower 

February 15, 1984 pp. 23-24). 

 

Fool’s Day on April 1, 1925 and “Millions” book 

or a casket 

 

April 1 is well known for being the Fool’s Day, however the 

Watchtower Society was not joking and taught quite seriously: 

 

(...) or about April 1, 1925, at which time we may expect the 

resurrection of the Ancient Worthies and the beginning of the 

blessing of all the families of the earth, living as well as dead. The 

last year of the 3,500 years will be itself a jubilee year witnessing the 

antitype, the great jubilee, of restitution. (Millions Now Living Will 

Never Die! 1920 p. 110). 

 

An interesting story from the early 1920s describes one of the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses’ publication and it has a connection with the 

“April Fool’s Day:” 
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“MILLIONS” CAMPAIGN 

The booklet Millions Now Living Will Never Die, in German, was 

announced for release in February of 1921, and a lecturing 

campaign that was to last for several years was officially planned to 

start on February 15. (...) At another time Brothers Wandres and 

Bauer had made arrangements for the talk, but contrary to the 

experiences they had been having with overcrowded halls, on this 

evening at first no one at all came. As the time to begin approached 

they both went out into the street to see if anyone could be expected. 

They found some who were interested in hearing the talk but who, for 

some reason unknown to the brothers, hesitated to enter the building. 

When asked why, they said that since it was April first they were 

uncertain as to whether it was just some jesters making an April 

fool’s joke. Nonetheless, in about half an hour thirty to forty people 

had arrived to listen to the talk. (1974 Yearbook of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses pp. 88-89). 

 

 It is interesting to note that the listeners of this lecture about the 

“millions who will not die” have noted the words “April 1,” and “the 

resurrection of the Ancient Worthies” and “the beginning of the 

blessing of all families of the earth,” 

 

The Watchtower Society has many experiences with Millions Now 

Living Will Never Die! Here is another example: 

 

Brother Erich Eickelberg from Remscheid was distributing the 

Millions booklet in Solingen when he had the following interesting 

experience: He introduced himself to a man he met by saying: “I am 

bringing you the good news that millions now living will never die 

but will live in peace and happiness forever upon the earth. This 

booklet proves this and costs only ten pfennigs.” The gentleman 

rejected the offer but the small boy standing beside him said: 

“Daddy, why don’t you buy it? A casket costs a whole lot more.” 

(1974 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses pp. 89-90). 

 

Today, knowing this teaching, we can say that this man was right 

not taking the offered brochure. Although the coffin was actually 

more expensive, it became more useful to him, for he probably died 
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already. The Watchtower Society publication would not be useful for 

that man, because after 1925 people were still dying in millions. It is 

enough to mention the war that broke out in Europe 14 years after 

1925. 

 

„Millions” as an answer for prayer, and the test 

of faith 

 

How quickly God responds to prayer and points to The Millions 

Now Living Will Never Die,! shows the Watchtower Society in one 

of its biographies: 

 

That was in the year 1925. I was twenty-one years of age, but 

from my teens I had been searching for God’s truth. (...) So one day, 

for the first time in my life, I knelt at my bedside and directed a 

prayer to the true God and asked him to reveal his truth and his 

people to me. The very next morning I was handed a Scriptural book 

entitled “Millions Now Living Will Never Die.” I devoured it. This 

was the answer to my prayer. (The Watchtower December 15, 1973 

p. 760). 

 

It is a pity that this publisher did not tell what he read in this book 

and why it was later rejected, although it was a response to his prayer 

to God! 

Although millions were supposed not to die, the death was still 

present and faced by people (of course), despite the promise. Let’s 

have a look at what the Watchtower Society writes in one of the 

articles: 

 

In December of 1921 Brother Rutherford wrote me to arrange for 

all the congregations to hold public meetings on a Sunday afternoon 

early in 1922. Everyone was to use the subject “Millions Now Living 

Will Never Die.” This grand public lecture was given at almost every 

village or town in our territory. This thorough witness embittered the 

clergy all the more, but the work prospered. In 1925 a great calamity 

occurred in my family. Because of a severe type of dysentery three of 
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my children died. This was a great shock to me and my wife, but we 

were comforted by our firm faith in the resurrection. (The 

Watchtower January 15, 1964 p. 59). 

 

The above-mentioned speaker did not say whether, despite the 

death of his children in “the year 1925,” he also expected them to be 

resurrected at that time. It is hard to understand how the publishers of 

the organization were able to survive such trials when they believed 

in the near end of death. 

 

Was 1925 more important than 1914? 

 

Today’s Jehovah’s Witnesses cannot even imagine such fact that 

the Watchtower Society could have had equated the importance of 

any date in the past with the year 1914, which marks the beginning 

of “the last days.” However, as we observe, the year 1925 was 

probably more important than the year 1914! Here are some 

examples of equating these dates, and even giving more importance 

to the year 1925 or the year 1926). 

 

The year 1925 is a date definitely and clearly marked in the 

Scriptures, even more clearly than that of 1914; but it would be 

presumptuous on the part of any faithful follower of the Lord to 

assume just what the Lord is going to do during that year. (The 

Watchtower July 15, 1924 p. 211). 

 

There can be no more question about 1925 than there was about 

1914. The fact that all the things that some looked for in 1914 did not 

materialize does not alter the chronology one whit. (...).That all that 

some expect to see in 1925 may not transpire that year will not alter 

the date one whit more than in the other eases. (The Watchtower 

May 15, 1922 p. 150). 

 

The date 1925 is even more distinctly indicated by the Scriptures 

[than aforementioned year 1914] because it is fixed by the law God 

gave to Israel. (The Watchtower September 1, 1922 p. 262). 
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WE HAVE no doubt whatever in regard to the chronology relating 

to the dates of 1874, 1914, 1918, and 1925. Some claim to have 

found new light in connection with the period of “seventy years of 

desolation” and Israel’s captivity in Babylon, and are zealously 

seeking to make others believe that Brother Russell was in error. 

(The Watchtower May 15, 1922 p. 147). 

 

Many prominent dates in history are indicated, even down to the 

World War of 1914. The year 1925 is also a specified date. (The 

Golden Age May 21, 1924 p. 519; See The Golden Age December 

31, 1924 p. 203). 

 

(...) that the Lord has given his people certain points in 

chronology; that the fulfilment of prophecy shows the dates 1914, 

1918 and 1925 to be clearly marked; that the Scriptures nowhere 

show just what day or year the glorification of the church takes 

place; therefore that with the passing of 1925 time is no more so far 

as the church is concerned. (The Watchtower October 15, 1925 p. 

308). 

 

Does it not also indicate, according to the dates above given, that 

the last chronological typical jubilee began in July, 1924, instead of 

October; and that the antitypical jubilee may begin about July-

August, 1925? Would it be unreasonable to expect that Jehovah will 

mark that date to the world as clearly as he did the year 1914? and 

as clearly as he has marked the beginning of 1925 to the Church? 

That 1925 will be a phenomenal year in many respects is evident. 

(The Watchtower February 15, 1925 p. 56). 

 

How much of all this will come to pass in 1926 is not stated. At 

present we do not find any definite date beyond 1926 indicated in the 

Scriptures. When the Bible Students found 1914 in the Bible they 

heralded it far and wide, but the Lord left the curtain down at that 

date until we had reached it. God set his seal upon 1914, and the 

work started that year is still going on. We find the date 1925-1926 

clearly indicated in the prophetic outline, and the Lord has not lifted 

the curtain sufficiently for us to see distinctly beyond. We feel sure 
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that he will set his seal upon that date as clearly as he did upon 

1914, and he will then let us see beyond as soon and as far as will be 

good for us. (The Watchtower February 15, 1925 p. 58). 

 

The Watchtower Society also published an article titled THE 

STRONG CABLE OF CHRONOLOGY that claimed the divine’s 

origin of the chronology pointing to these dates: 

 

These internal connections of the dates impart a much greater 

strength than can be found in other chronologies. Some of them are 

of so remarkable a character us clearly to indicate that this 

chronology is not of man, but of God. Being of divine origin and 

divinely corroborated, present-truth chronology stands in a class by 

itself, absolutely and unqualifiedly correct. (The Watchtower July 15, 

1922 p. 217). 

 

There are questions here to be posed... If something had the 

“divine origin,” then why the dates were later changed? Why did the 

Watchtower Society reject that chronology that led it to 1874 and 

1925? If these dates were deleted, why was 1914 still valid? 

 

The Great Pyramid and years 1925-1926 

 

The Watchtower Society beside the presentation of calculations of 

1925 and 1926 also confirmed them by the dimensions of the Great 

Pyramid, known as the Pyramid of Cheops. Here are some examples 

illustrating it: 

 

Following that, we should expect that the year 1926 would be, 

chronologically, the beginning of the antitype the beginning of the 

great Jubilee for all the world, during which every son of Adam, who 

will, may become a free man, and return to his father’s estate, to the 

inheritance of the earth, and to perfection of mind and body. Instead 

of being a period of one year the antitype will be a period of 1,000 

years, during which Christ the Lord shall be King over all the earth. 

(Zechariah 14:9) If this is indicated in the Pyramid, we should expect 
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to find it in connection wit His resurrection, ascension and return to 

establish His kingdom. It would also be after His special work with 

the Church, typified by the sudden closing of the Grand Gallery at 

the south end. (The Golden Age December 31, 1924 p. 221). 

 

The same passage about the Pyramid was published more than 6 

months earlier, but the sentence contained a bit different words: 

 

Instead of being a period of one year the antitype will be a period 

of 1,000 years, during which Christ will have charge of the entire 

work. (The Golden Age May 21, 1924 p. 537). 

 

Thus we see that the Grand Gallery reaches up to the beginning of 

the last chronologically typical year 1925, beginning with the fall of 

1924; and the this typical year will merge into the Great World 

Jubilee, beginning in the fall of 1925. We believe that the Lord will in 

some way mark the year 1925 as clearly as He marked the year 

1914. (...) The Bible and the Great Pyramid run parallel throughout. 

(The Golden Age December 31, 1924 p. 222). 

 

The restitution blessings are closely connected with the 

resurrection of Christ; and therefore the date 32.25 A. D., as 

indicated the location of the “well”, is a logical point for a time 

measurement. All measurements of the passages are along the center 

of the floor unless otherwise stated. The “well” ends at the side wall, 

and is therefore 21 inches from the center of the Grand Gallery floor. 

The mouth of the “well” is rough and uneven and some 26 inches 

wide, so the center of the opening would be the logical point at which 

to begin a measurement. This center is 39 inches up from the vertical 

line of the north wall. As the full length of the Grand Gallery is 

1,815.25 inches this would leave l,776.25 to be counted. We 

therefore begin with the center of the “well” opening as 32.25 A. D. 

to this we add the 21 inches to the center of the floor; then the 

1,776.25 up to the “step” or riser at the upper end of the inclined 

floor; then add 36 inches, the distance up the “step”; then 

horizontally from the edge of the “step” to the south wall, at its 

extreme length, is 61 inches, total (32.25 plus 21 plus 1,776.25 plus 

36 plus 61) 1,926.50 British inches, or 1,924.50 Pyramid inches. 
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Otherwise stated, 1,924.50 years reaches to the middle of 1925 A. D. 

This would seem to indicate that all special work for the Gospel Age 

Church may be considered closed at that time. A special work for the 

world will then be due to begin. (...) The Bible and the Great 

Pyramid run parallel throughout. (The Golden Age May 21, 1924 pp. 

537-538). 

 

Recently, Jehovah’s Witnesses organization has recalled its past 

calculations of the Pyramid: 

 

In 1886 when C. T. Russell published a book that came to be 

called The Divine Plan of the Ages, this volume contained a chart 

linking the ages of mankind with the Great Pyramid of Egypt. It was 

thought that this memorial of Pharaoh Khufu was the pillar referred 

to at Isaiah 19:19, 20: “In that day there will prove to be an altar to 

Jehovah in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to Jehovah 

beside its boundary. And it must prove to be for a sign and for a 

witness to Jehovah of armies in the land of Egypt.” What 

relationship could the pyramid have with the Bible? Well, as an 

example, the length of certain passages in the Great Pyramid was 

said to indicate the time for the beginning of the “great tribulation” 

of Matthew 24:21, as it was then understood. Some Bible Students 

became engrossed with measuring different features of the pyramid 

to determine such matters as the day they would be going to heaven! 

This so-called Bible in Stone was held in esteem for some decades, 

until the Watchtower issues of November 15 and December 1, 1928, 

made clear that Jehovah needed no stone monument built by pagan 

pharaohs and containing demonic signs of astrology to confirm the 

witness given in the Bible. Rather, Isaiah’s prophecy was seen to 

have a spiritual application. (The Watchtower January 1, 2000 pp. 9-

10). 
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Disappointment of the year 1925 

 

At the first we present some of the Watchtower Society’s 

statements, that explain everything: 

 

The year 1925 came to its conclusion, but the end was not yet! 

(The Watchtower November 1, 1993 p. 12). 

 

The year 1925 came and went, and nothing happened. (The 

Watchtower November 1, 1991 p. 26). 

 

The year 1925 came and went. Jesus’ anointed followers were 

still on earth as a class. The faithful men of old times—Abraham, 

David and others—had not been resurrected to become princes in 

the earth. (Ps. 45:16) (...) They had hoped to see some of the ‘ancient 

worthies’ [men of old like Abraham] resurrected. Instead of its being 

considered a ‘probability,’ they read into it that it was a ‘certainty,’ 

and some prepared for their own loved ones with expectancy of their 

resurrection. (1975 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p. 146). 

 

The year 1925 also held expectations for Jehovah’s servants. It 

was thought that a cycle of 70 typical Jubilees (70 × 50 years) from 

the time Israel entered the Promised Land would end in 1925 and 

mark the beginning of the great antitypical Jubilee, the Millennial 

Reign of Christ Jesus. It did not turn out that way. (The Watchtower 

February 15, 1984 pp. 23-24). 

 

The year 1925 came and went. Some abandoned their hope. 

(Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 78). 

 

Later, the Watchtower Society began to complain that although 

the year 1925 had passed, the situation of the world was still bad: 

 

Since 1925 there has been no abatement of the oppression of the 

masses of the people, but the ‘sun of Satan’, or ruling class, has 

continued to scorch them. The people are in the furnace of affliction 

and injustice and cruelty, and fire is kindled and administered by 
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that body of rulers of this day of Christendom. It continues to burn, 

and that “sun” company is burning itself out. (Light 1930, Vol. 2, p. 

30). 

 

The experienced disappointment of the Watchtower Society’s 

publishers concerning “the year 1925” is mentioned in some 

publications: 

 

Following 1925, meeting attendance dropped dramatically in 

some congregations in France and Switzerland. Again, in 1975, 

there was disappointment when expectations regarding the start of 

the Millennium failed to materialize. As a result, some withdrew from 

the organization. Others, because they sought to subvert the faith of 

associates, were disfellowshipped. No doubt, disappointment over 

the date was a factor, but in some instances the roots went deeper. 

(...) Although these tests resulted in a sifting and some blew away 

like chaff when wheat is winnowed, others remained firm. Why? 

Regarding his own experience and that of others in 1925, Jules 

Feller explained: “Those who had set their confidence in Jehovah 

remained steadfast and continued their preaching activity.” They 

recognized that a mistake had been made but that in no respect had 

God’s Word failed, and therefore there was no reason either to let 

their own hope grow dim or to slow down in the work of pointing 

people to God’s Kingdom as mankind’s only hope. Some 

expectations had not been fulfilled, but that did not mean that Bible 

chronology was of no value. (Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of 

God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 633). 

 

So, as Anna MacDonald recalls: “1925 was a sad year for many 

brothers. Some of them were stumbled; their hopes were dashed. (...) 

I personally received a letter from the sister who brought me the 

truth. She advised me that she had done wrong in what she had told 

me...” (1975 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p. 146). 

 

The Year 1925—A Time of Division (...) [Poland] Throughout the 

country, there were some whose motivation for serving God was 

considerably influenced by the belief that they would receive their 

heavenly reward by 1925 at the latest. Many of these became 
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spiritually weak or fell away after that year passed. During that 

period, various opposition groups were actively trying to gain 

control of the congregations or at least to weaken them. Three of 

these opposition groups exist till this day. (1994 Yearbook of 

Jehovah’s Witnesses pp. 187-188). 

 

It is difficult to determine today how many people left the 

Watchtower Society after the failure of the year 1925. This 

organization does not provide precise data. They mention, for 

example, data on the years 1914 and 1918: 

 

Nevertheless, according to available records, the number of Bible 

Students reported as having some share in preaching the good news 

to others during 1918 decreased by 20 percent worldwide when 

compared with the report for 1914. (Jehovah’s Witnesses—

Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 pp. 424-425). 

 

Regarding data before the year 1925 and later years, the 

Watchtower Society provides the following incoherent figures 

(Qualified to Be Ministers 1955 p. 332): 

Years 1893-1918 – 21,274 publishers 

[Compare the year 1918 – 3,868 publishers (Awake! February 22, 

2000 p. 17)] 

 

The year 1928 – 23,988 publishers (The Watchtower September 1, 

1969 p. 533). 

[Compare the year 1928 – 44,080 publishers (The Watchtower 

September 1, 1983 p. 15)]. 

 

We see in the above statement large discrepancies in the cited 

figures, so it is difficult to assess the reliability of this data. As it is 

impossible to get the reliable number of the publishers in 1925, so it 

is hard to determine the decline in the number of the members after 

the failure of the “Millions campaign.”  

The following information does not provide more light on the 

matter either:  
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But the records that are available show that in 1919 there were 

only some 5,700 who were actively witnessing, (...) Within three 

years the number having a part in publicly proclaiming God’s 

Kingdom... (Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 

1993 p. 425). 

And again, other publications show different numbers of the 

Annual Memorial participants: 

1922 – 32,661 (The Watchtower May 1, 1960 p. 282). 

1923 – 42,000 (The Watchtower May 1, 1960 p. 282). 

1924 – 62,696 (as above) [65,105 – The Watchtower October 1, 

1924 p. 290] 

1925 – 90,434 (The Watchtower May 1, 1960 p. 282). 

1926 – 89,278 (The Watchtower May 1, 1960 p. 282). 

1927 – 84 064 (The Watchtower July 15, 1927 p. 218). 

In 1927 there was a decline in the number of people consuming 

the emblems during the Memorial. It was over 6000 people 

compared to the year 1925. 

The year 1925 especially proved to be a year of great trial to 

many of Jehovah's people. Some stopped waiting and went with the 

world. (“Your Will Be Done on Earth” 1958 p. 337; The Watchtower 

May 1, 1960 p. 282). 

Taking responsibility for the year 1925 

After many years, the responsibility for the failure of “the year 

1925” was claimed both on J.F. Rutherford and on some rank-and-

file publishers. Let us recall, however, that everyone was mobilized 

to teach about “the millions who will not die,” and everyone was 

responsible for proclaiming what the leadership of the Watchtower 

Society had told them: 
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All the Bible Students were encouraged to advertise such lectures 

as “Satan’s Empire Falling—Millions Now Living Will Never Die.” 

(1975 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p. 133). 

When nothing happened in 1925, the Watchtower Society thus 

assessed its publishers: 

Some of them were stumbled; their hopes were dashed. They had 

hoped to see some of the ‘ancient worthies’ [men of old like 

Abraham] resurrected. Instead of its being considered a 

‘probability,’ they read into it that it was a ‘certainty,’ and some 

prepared for their own loved ones with expectancy of their 

resurrection. (1975 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p. 146). 

But were the publishers the main culprits of the belief that 

“millions will not die?” 

Let us look at the following quoted words concerning 1925: 

“Instead of its being considered a ‘probability,’ they read into it that 

it was a ‘certainty,” how similar they are to those quoted by the 

Watchtower Society after the failure of 1975: 

(...) considerable expectation was aroused regarding the year 

1975. There were statements made then, and thereafter, stressing 

that this was only a possibility. Unfortunately, however, along with 

such cautionary information, there were other statements published 

that implied that such realization of hopes by that year was more of a 

probability than a mere possibility. It is to be regretted that these 

latter statements apparently overshadowed the cautionary ones and 

contributed to a buildup of the expectation already initiated. (The 

Watchtower March 15, 1980 p. 17). 

As for the President J.F. Rutherford, he was partially made 

responsible for the year 1925, but only after many years after his 

death!  

It was only in the 1980s and 1990s that his statements of 

confession were quoted: 
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[Rutherford] Regarding his misguided statements as to what we 

could expect in 1925, he once confessed to us at Bethel, “I made an 

ass of myself.” (The Watchtower October 1, 1984 p. 24). 

 

For example, he once made some dogmatic statements as to what 

Christians could expect in 1925. When events failed to support his 

expectations, he humbly told the Brooklyn Bethel family that he had 

made a fool of himself. (The Watchtower December 1, 1993 p. 18). 

 

The Watchtower Society does not tell the whole truth in the above 

passages. Apart from those “dogmatic statements,” Rutherford, as we 

have seen, delivered many lectures on “millions who will not die” 

(between 1918 and 1925) and personally wrote several pamphlets 

and two books: Millions Now Living Will Never Die! (1920) and The 

Harp of God (1921). 

 

In another publication, one of the famous publishers ironically 

states the expectations of the “princes” concerned Rutherford 

himself. He only refers to his belief “that the princes would be back 

the following year.” Was the President of the Watchtower Society 

alone in his faith in the return of the Prophets? Here is what was 

mentioned about those days: 

 

In May, 1924, during one of Brother Rutherford’s visits to 

Glasgow, he announced at the assembly then in progress that he was 

sending a brother from the British branch office to South Africa to 

serve as branch servant. The following morning, as we sat in an 

anteroom waiting to go onto the platform, Brother Rutherford said to 

me: “You heard me make that announcement last night about 

sending a brother to South Africa. Would you like to go with him?” 

“Here am I; send me,” was the response. “Think it over carefully 

and let me know in the afternoon,” was his reply. When I confirmed 

my decision that afternoon, among other things he said: “George, it 

may be for a year, or it may be for a little longer.” He had still great 

faith that the princes would be back the following year, and that big 

changes would quickly take place. (The Watchtower December 1, 

1956 p. 716). 
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In the same article, this publisher claims the responsibility for “the 

year 1925” on “organization of the Lord,” not on Rutherford: 

 

I had learned to love the assignment given me by the Lord’s 

organization in 1924, which was to be “for a year or a little longer.” 

It turned out to be for “a little longer,” but after nearly twenty-three 

years on the job I was not only willing but very desirous of going 

back for just as much longer as Jehovah willed. (The Watchtower 

December 1, 1956 p. 718). 

 

As seen from the above, the chief responsible person for the 

“Millions Campaign” and “the year 1925” was the President of the 

Watchtower Society. At the same time, however, everyone who 

delivered lectures on “millions who did not die” and distributed 

books, brochures and magazines on the subject became an 

accomplice of spreading of prophecies that did not come true. 

 

Reinterpretation of the date and calculations 

 

The Watchtower Society’s reinterpretation of the year 1925 

calculations was done in several ways and in several publications. 

Either some excerpts from book reprints were removed, or some 

words were stamped on the original contents, or lastly, when the date 

was not directly pointing out the 1925, but stating instead “several 

years,” it was still printed because it was still up-to-date. 

 

The Finished Mystery 
 

Example 1 

 

(...) that all phases of Babylon will not be disposed of until about 

ten and a half years from the fall of 1914. (The Finished Mystery 

1917 p. 178). 
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(...) that all phases of Babylon will not be disposed of until about ten 

and a half years from the fall of 1920. (Polish version of The 

Finished Mystery. No release date, p. 66 [large format ZG]). 

 

Example 2 

 

While the Temple is an architectural possibility, as shown in the 

accompanying illustrations, (and may be erected at Jerusalem), it, in 

its various parts, surroundings, rites and worshippers, is a type and 

symbol of “better things to come,” after the wars, revolutions and 

anarchy of the period from 1914 to 1925 have passed. (The Finished 

Mystery 1917 p. 569). 

 

While the Temple is an architectural possibility, as shown in the 

accompanying illustrations, (and may be erected at Jerusalem), it, in 

its various parts, surroundings, rites and worshippers, is a type and 

symbol of “better things to come,” after the wars, revolutions and 

anarchy of the time of trouble have passed. (The Finished Mystery 

1926 p. 569). 

 

Example 3 

 

(...) and we therefore expect three and a half years of proscription 

of the Truth, from the spring of 1918 to the fall of 1921. This will 

give the Great Company splendid opportunities for martyrdom and 

allow another three and a half years, to the spring of 1925, for the 

world to think the matter over, by which time, doubtless, they will be 

quite ready to listen to the voice that speaketh from Heaven. – Heb. 

12:19” (The Finished Mystery 1917 p. 177). 

 

(...) and we therefore expect three and a half years of proscription 

of the Truth, from the spring of 1918 to the fall of 1921. But it is well 

remember that prophecy is not given with a view to satisfying 

curiosity, but with a view to enabling the Lord’s people to identify 

events as they transpire. For this reason any advance view of dates is 

liable to be blurred, and the experience of the church has abundantly 

shown this to be so. But this fact would be no adequate reason for 

indifference toward chronology. (The Finished Mystery 1926 p. 177). 
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Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 
 

An interesting reinterpretation of the text of the Watchtower 

Society was made in the English edition of the book Millions Now 

Living Will Never Die! Since this publication was not fully used 

before 1925, the words “soon” were stamped in the remaining 

English copies on the date “1925.” This way the contents got updated 

and was ready for distribution. 

 

Example 1 

 

(...) and that these will have the first favor, we may expect 1925 to 

witness the return of these faithful men of Israel from the condition of 

death, being resurrected and fully restored to perfect humanity and 

made the visible, legal representatives of the new order of things on 

earth. (Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 88). 

 

In this text in the English edition (p. 88) the word “soon” was 

stamped on the date “1925.” 

 

Example 2 

 

Therefore we may confidently expect that 1925 will mark the 

return of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the faithful prophets of old, 

particularly those named by the Apostle in Hebrews chapter eleven, 

to the condition of human perfection. (Millions Now Living Will 

Never Die! 1920 pp. 89-90). 

 

In this text in the English edition (p. 89) the word “soon” was 

stamped on the date “1925.” 

 

Example 3 

 

(...) and that the new order is coming in, and that 1925 shall mark 

the resurrection of the faithful worthies of old and the beginning of 

reconstruction... (Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 97). 
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In this text in the English edition (p. 97) the word “soon” was 

stamped on the date “1925.” 

 

Obviously, it was not possible to insert the English word soon 

instead of 1925 in every place. So, when the calculating method of 

the date was given, then the text was left unchanged: 

 

That period of time beginning 1575 before A. D. 1 of necessity 

would end in the fall of the year 1925, at which time the type ends 

and the great antitype must begin. What, then, should we expect to 

take place? In the type there must be a full restoration; therefore the 

great antitype must mark the beginning of restoration of all things. 

(Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 p. 88). 

 

In this text in the English edition (p. 88) 1925 was stamped with 

the word soon. 

 

Maybe after 1925, the newer publishers came across such a 

changed copy of the book by which they were bewitched: 

 

IN THE summer of 1929, when I was two years old, something 

wonderful happened to my father, Matthew Allen. He obtained the 

booklet Millions Now Living Will Never Die!, published by the 

International Bible Students, as Jehovah’s Witnesses were then 

known. After devouring just a few pages, Dad exclaimed, “This is the 

greatest thing I have ever read!” (The Watchtower September 1, 

2002 p. 25). 

 

In 1926, when our family was living in Fort Frances, Ontario, 

Canada, my mother accepted the booklet Millions Now Living Will 

Never Die from a Bible Student (as Jehovah’s Witnesses were then 

known). She read it with keen interest, and that very week she 

attended a group Bible study, using the Watch Tower magazine. (The 

Watchtower January 1, 1995 p. 20). 

 

 If in this book, instead of 1925 the readers have found the word 

soon, everything becomes clear and their fascination can be partly 

justified. 
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Perhaps the President J.F. Rutherford also meant this changed 

version of his book when in 1926 answered the question of the 

publisher: 

 

QUESTION: Have the ancient worthies returned? 

ANSWER: Certainly they have not returned. No one has seen 

them, and it would be foolish to make such an announcement. It was 

stated in the “Millions” book that we might reasonably expect them 

to return shortly after 1925, but this was merely an expressed 

opinion; besides it is still shortly after 1925. (The Watchtower July 1, 

1926 p. 196). 

 

If the President of the Watchtower Society did not refer to the 

revised version, he simply departed from the truth, because the 

original of the publication did not contain what Rutherford 

mentioned (see chapter 1920 – Millions Now Living Will Never 

Die!). 

 

The Harp of God 
 

The Harp of God (1921) was a universal book because it did not 

used the term 1925, but instead “several years.” Consequently, while 

it was teaching about “millions who will not die,” it could have been 

printed for many years without any corrections. And it was published 

(an English version) until 1940! Here are those universal sentences: 

 

The proof cited herein shows that the old world (the Devil's 

organization) ended and began to pass away in 1914, and that this 

will be completed in a few years and righteousness fully established. 

(The Harp of God 1921 p. 333). 

 

Because Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the other faithful prophets 

described by the Apostle Paul in Hebrews 11 are promised a better 

resurrection; (...) Hence these faithful men may be expected on earth 

within the next few years. They will constitute the legal 

representatives of the Christ in the earth. (The Harp of God 1921, 

1925 p. 339-340). 
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In the 1928 edition, the words “within the next few years” have 

been removed: 

 

Because Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the other faithful prophets 

described by the Apostle Paul in Hebrews 11 are promised a better 

resurrection; (...) Hence these faithful men may be expected on earth 

at the inauguration of the new covenant. They will constitute the 

legal representatives of The Christ in the earth. (The Harp of God 

1928 p. 346). 

 

Also from the cover and the title page of the book titled The Harp 

of God, 1928, the promise of Proof Conclusive that Millions now 

Living Will Never Die has disappeared. 

 

A Desirable Government 
 

In 1924 the Watchtower Society issued a brochure entitled A 

Desirable Government, which quoted some words from The Harp of 

God (1921). The book issued in 1921 announced the arrival of the 

patriarchs in “a few years,” which might indicate 1925, but a 

brochure dated 1924 also mentioning “a few years,” could have 

pushed the patriarchs’ resurrection several years ahead. 

 

Because Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the other faithful prophets 

described by the Apostle Paul in Hebrews 11 are promised a better 

resurrection; (...) Hence these faithful men may be expected on earth 

within the next few years. They will constitute the legal 

representatives of the Christ in the earth. They will be the visible 

representatives of the kingdom of heaven. (A Desirable Government 

1924 p. 29). 

 

The Way to Paradise 
 

There was also another universal book that was not pointing out 

directly the 1925. The Way to Paradise published in 1924, contained 

the phrases “shortly after 1925” or “1925-1926!” Thanks to it, it was 

possible to delay the coming of the expected new world. It was still 

published in 1925, but there was no need to make corrections. 
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This event will put an end to world number two. The Bible and 

“The Bible in Stone” give the date 1914 for the beginning of the 

great change. History proves that the ouster proceedings began 

promptly on lime. Prophecy indicates that 1925-1926 will see the 

greater part of the ousting completed. All the world's statesmen are 

dreading the next few years. (The Way to Paradise 1924, 1925 p. 

171). 

 

We should, therefore, expect shortly after 1925 to see the 

awakening of Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 

Melchisedec, Job, Moses, Samuel, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 

Daniel, John the Baptist, and others mentioned in the eleventh 

chapter of Hebrews. (The Way to Paradise 1924, 1925 p. 224). 

 

The Watchtower, The Golden Age 

 

The Watchtower Society’s journals secured the Society from 

collapse of the year 1925 by providing an alternative calculation 

pointing to the year 1926. Here are some examples: 

 

The 2,901 vessels, plus the 1,000 plus 30 plus 29 enumerated 

vessels, totaling 3,960 vessels, correspond to the number of years 

from the ratification of the Abrahamic Covenant, in 2035 B.C., to the 

time when Abraham will inherit the promised land, in the spring of 

1926. (2,034 3/4 plus 1,925 1/4 equals 3,960.) See Z. 1920, pp. 204, 

205. (The Watchtower January 15, 1924 p. 31). 

 

(...) we expect the full glorification of the church in about two 

years. (The Golden Age February 13, 1924 p. 313). 

 

Other texts of this type are included in the chapter titled: Year 

1926 – Another pointless expectation. 

 

Also, the statements of the Watchtower Society from 1922-1925 

of “several years” allowed the organization to prolong the waiting 

period for the period immediately after 1925: 
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Since we expect the ancient worthies to be back on earth in a few 

years it would be entirely proper to advise the children to prepare 

themselves with all the knowledge of the divine arrangement they 

can, to be ready to act should the ancient worthies call upon them or 

assign them to any service. No place could be found for a child that 

would be equal to or better than serving under the direction of 

Abraham or some of the other ancient worthies. (The Watchtower 

April 1, 1922 p. 104). 

 

Now the decisive battle is on, and the victory is certain; for it is 

only a matter of a few short years until Satan will be bound. (The 

Watchtower November 1, 1922 p. 347). 

 

More and more love is called for, now that it is but a few short 

years until the glorious Sun of Light will shine in full brightness for 

the ingathering and reconciliation of the willing and obedient of the 

whole world. (The Watchtower May 1, 1923 p. 132). 

 

It will not do to say that 1925 is approaching and the work will 

not be finished during that year, and that therefore one can slack up 

for awhile and take on the work again some time later. Who knows 

that the work of the Church this side the vail may not be completed in 

1925? (...) Suppose the Lord should say to his people in 1925 words 

to the effect that several years more will be required to give the 

witness to the nations before all the body members shall be changed 

into glorious spirit beings. Would not the truly loyal ones respond in 

effect thus? (The Watchtower July 15, 1924 p. 211). 

 

The Lord is in his temple. The King and his kingdom are here, 

Whether all the church is taken beyond the vail in 1925 or not is a 

matter of little moment. If we realize that we have found a safe hiding 

place in the Lord and that we are commissioned to be his witnesses, 

then let us delight ourselves in the Lord and joyfully perform the 

blessed duties granted unto us whether on this side a few months or a 

few years. (The Watchtower August 15, 1925 pp. 247-248). 

 

In just a few years after 1925 passed, this date has become 

completely useless. New expectations for the other years appeared 
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(for the 1930s and 1940s, and finally the 1975). The Watchtower 

Society has also corrected its chronology and summarized it as 

follows: 

 

Later on, during the years from 1935 through 1944, a review of 

the overall framework of Bible chronology revealed that a poor 

translation of Acts 13:19, 20 in the King James Version, along with 

certain other factors, had thrown off the chronology by over a 

century. This later led to the idea—sometimes stated as a possibility, 

sometimes more firmly—that since the seventh millennium of human 

history would begin in 1975, events associated with the beginning of 

Christ’s Millennial Reign might start to take place then. (Jehovah’s 

Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 pp. 632-633). 

 

A seven-year period 

 

We mentioned in the chapter Alternative methods of calculating 

1925 that the Watchtower Society used to add 3.5 and 7-year periods 

in its calculations. In the case of “the year 1925,” they applied 

exactly this logic that allowed to shift ‘the end’ to the year 1932: 

 

They had preached that in an early time God would overthrow 

“Christendom”. Many had emphasized the year 1925 as the date, 

and then when that date did not materialize the date was moved up to 

1932. Again, 1932 came and “Christendom” was not destroyed, and 

now it was discovered that “Christendom” would be spared for a 

while longer for the sake of the Jonadab class... (The Watchtower 

February 15, 1938 pp. 54-55). 

 

However, according to its principle, the organization of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses also had alternative ways of calculations, which were to 

confirm the years 1931-1932 in case the 1925 failed: 

 

The Time of the establishment of the Kingdom in power is 

indicated as “in the fourteenth year after that the city (Christendom) 

was smitten” – or thirteen years after 1918 viz.. in 1931. – Ezek. 

40:1. (The Finished Mystery 1917, 1918 [850,000 Edition] p. 569). 
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The Time of the establishment of the Kingdom in power is 

indicated as “in the fourteenth year after that the city (Christendom) 

was smitten” – or thirteen years after 1918 viz.. in 1932. – Ezek. 

40:1. (The Finished Mystery 1918 [75,000 Edition] p. 569). 

 

Reinterpretation of the Jubilees 

 

The chapter Calculating “Jubilee Years” 1874 and 1925 informed 

us of two dates of the “Jubilee year.” 

As you could see, already in 1925, the Watchtower Society began 

to reinterpret its previous teaching about the “Jubilee year.” 

According to a book published in that year Comfort for the Jews, 

Jubilee was no longer to reveal the resurrection of Abraham, the 

taking to heaven, the end of death for the just and other blessings, but 

a broad ‘preaching to the Jews.’ 

 

The third paragraph from the end of the book said: “The day of 

jubilee is come; the good news must be given to the people of Israel 

and then to all the peoples of the earth.—See Psalm 89:15.” Later 

the material of Comfort for the Jews was embodied in a large 

clothbound book entitled “Life,” and on July 15, 1929, this book was 

released to us, to circulate mainly among the Jews. (The Watchtower 

February 15, 1966 pp. 117-118). 

 

Two passages from this book are cited above in the chapter Year 

1925 – Dimming expectations. 

 

We now quote the book, Life (1929) to see how the “Jubilee year” 

1925 was commented in it: 

 

As we examine the evidence we shall see that 1925 A.D. is another 

marked date in favor of the Jews. It was in 1925, in the spring of the 

year, that the great Jewish university was dedicated at Jerusalem. 

Other evidence relating to 1925 is here considered. (Life 1929 p. 

158). 
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The fact that these jubilees were to be repeated every fiftieth year 

for seventy times proves that the jubilee was a type. Seventy times 

fifty equal 3500. If we add 3500 years to 2553 A.M., it brings us to 

the year 6053 A.M. Describing these dates according to our modern 

method of calculating time, it will be found that the Israelites entered 

the land of Palestine in the spring of the year 1575 B.C.; and if to 

that we add 3500 years, the period of time covered by the typical 

jubilees which were required to be kept by the law, it brings us to the 

end of the year 1925 A.D. In other words, 6053 A.M. and 1925 A.D. 

are one and the same date. What, then, should be expected at the end 

of 1925? This may be determined by reference to the law given to 

Israel through Moses. That law provided that in the year of jubilee 

"ye shall return every man unto his possession". Thus the law states 

that the jubilee is the time of restitution. Since restitution is the 

blessing clearly intended by the promise God gave to Abraham, and 

since every one of the prophets from Samuel to Malachi foretold the 

coming times of great restitution of all things, it follows that the 

beginning of the antitypical jubilee marks the beginning of the times 

of restitution. (Life 1929 pp. 168-169). 

 

If the end of 1925 marks the end of the last fifty-year period, then 

it follows that we should expect the people to begin to receive some 

knowledge concerning God's great plan of restoration. The Jews are 

to have the favors first, and thereafter all others who obey the Lord. 

There could be no restoration without knowledge, even as it is 

impossible to give a man anything unless he knows about it. A gift is 

a contract, and knowledge is the first and essential element on the 

part of both giver and receiver. From 1925 forward there has been 

the greatest proclamation of truth concerning Jehovah's government 

ever made on earth. That government means the restitution of man. 

The proclamation goes grandly on, and when that work is done 

restitution of the people must begin. (Life 1929 p. 170). 

 

We see from the above material (the book Life), that the new 

interpretation of the “Jubilee year” no longer mentions anything 

about “millions who will not die” and that it does change the 

meaning of the year 1925, although it retains it. From now on it is 

emphasized that: from 1925 forward there has been the greatest 
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proclamation of truth concerning Jehovah's government ever made 

on earth (p. 170). Interestingly, the last sentence was not included in 

a book published in 1925: Comfort for the Jews. Same passage can 

be found in those both books though only “Life” redirects the 

emphasis. 

In addition, the restitution of the whole mankind is also pushed in 

time: 

 

In his own due time and good way God will give man the full 

opportunity for restitution blessings. (Life 1929 p. 21). 

 

As early as in 1930 new enigmatic expectations for the Jubilee 

year were presented: 

 

(...) the time for the Columbus (Ohio) convention was fixed for 

July, 1924. Exactly ten years, to the day, from the beginning of the 

World War the message "Civilization Doomed" was delivered in 

support of the "Indictment", which time marked the last typical 

jubilee; and, showing that the antitypical jubilee must begin in 1925, 

the message announced the doom of Satan's organization and that 

the time had come when the people should go free. The year 1925 

marked the due time for the great jubilee, and the announcement was 

made in due course. (Light 1930, Vol. 1, p. 135). 

 

The issue of the Jubilee year for the Jews was forgotten by the 

Watchtower Society in 1932, when it rejected also the Jews 

themselves.  

 

Catholics and Protestants, Jews, Christian Scientists, 

Theosophists, and others, are all made one by their father the Devil. 

(The Watchtower August 1, 1932 p. 233). 

 

At the time, we were mistakenly applying prophecies from the 

Hebrew Scriptures to the fleshly, circumcised Jews. But in 1932 

Jehovah opened our eyes to see that those prophecies applied to 

spiritual Israel. (The Watchtower May 1, 1987 p. 28). 
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In the second volume of Vindication, published by the Watch 

Tower Society in 1932, a flash of light revealed that the restoration 

prophecies recorded by Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and other 

prophets did not apply (as once thought) to the fleshly Jews, who 

were returning to Palestine in unbelief and with political 

motivations. Rather, these restoration prophecies, which had a minor 

fulfillment when the Jews returned from Babylonian captivity in 

537 B.C.E., had their major fulfillment in spiritual Israel’s 

deliverance and restoration beginning in 1919 and in the resultant 

prosperity in the spiritual paradise enjoyed by Jehovah’s true 

servants today. (The Watchtower May 15, 1995 pp. 19-20). 

 

New Jubilees 

 

The Watchtower Society’s next step was to introduce a new 

interpretation of the “Jubilee year.” The one that had nothing to do 

with the year 1925! The last time when 1925 got associated with the 

Jubilee was in 1930: 

 

The year 1925 marked the due time for the great jubilee, and the 

announcement was made in due course. But the world rulers failed to 

heed God's message and to "proclaim liberty throughout all the 

land". (Lev. 25:10) (Light 1930, Vol. 1, p. 135). 

 

Later, no specific calculation was provided to justify the words 

used. Instead they were making general statement saying the Jubilee 

was a prophecy or image of the “Millennial Reign of Christ” (The 

Golden Age May 20, 1936 p.540, The Watchtower March 1, 1934 p. 

78; Religion 1940 p. 164). 

 

The alleged Jubilee year was then combined with the new 

teaching (dated 1929) concerning the text of Rom 13:1 (rejected a 

few decades later, in 1962): 

 

To the remnant the jubilee trumpet appears to mean this: The 

higher powers are not the rulers of this world, as we once thought. 
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Such rulers are Satan’s agents. The higher powers are Jehovah God 

and Christ Jesus. Only in recent years have the remnant come to a 

knowledge of this great truth, and since then they have realized that 

they are free from worldly powers and from the iron bands of 

worldly government... (The Watchtower April 15, 1936 p. 121). 

 

 Below we will show how the organization shaped its teaching 

related to Jubilees. In short, the Watchtower Society changed its 

approach to the “Jubilee year” as follows: 

 

The understanding of the antitypical Jubilee also received some 

clarification. (...) It was long understood that this foreshadowed the 

Thousand Year Reign of Christ. In more recent times, however, it 

was seen that the antitypical Jubilee actually began at 

Pentecost 33 C.E. (...).—The Watchtower, January 1, 1987, 

pages 18-28. (The Watchtower May 15, 1995 p. 24). 

 

While “the Jubilee” teaching for the heavenly class has been 

changed, the earthly class is still waiting for the “Jubilee year” in the 

Millennial Kingdom of Christ. 

As we see the definitive (?) view was formed only in 1987. 

Below we will show the changing views of the Watchtower 

Society regarding the “Jubilee year.” We overlook here in this 

statements the first two Jubilees associated with the years 1874 and 

1925 and the corrected version of Jubilee in the year 1925.  

 

The generation of 1914 

 

(...) NOW has come the time to sound out the good news of the 

great Jubilee of the new world as by a blast on a trumpet. (...) ALL 

these experiences of this generation were foretold by Jesus Christ as 

stamping our time the “time of the end” of Satan’s world and the 

time for God’s kingdom to rule in the midst of all its enemies seen 

and unseen. Jesus said: “When you see these things occurring, know 

that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I say to you, This generation 

will by no means pass away until all things occur.”—Luke 21:31, 32, 

NW. (The Watchtower August 1, 1951 pp. 462-463). 
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Year 1975 

 

According to this trustworthy Bible chronology six thousand years 

from man's creation will end in 1975, and the seventh period of a 

thousand years of human history will begin in the fall of 1975 C. E. 

(...) HOW appropriate it would be for Jehovah God to make of this 

coming seventh period of a thousand years a sabbath period of rest 

and release, a great Jubilee sabbath for the proclaiming of liberty 

throughout the earth to all its inhabitants! (Life Everlasting—In 

Freedom of the Sons of God 1966 pp. 29-30). 

 

The generation of 1914 

 

Evidences indicate that this glorious “Jubilee” rest is very near. 

(...) Happily, this relief is in sight! Jesus went on to say that people 

now hearing this good news would see the “Jubilee.” He told those 

listening to him: “When you see these things occurring, know that 

the kingdom of God is near. Truly I say to you, This generation will 

by no means pass away until all things occur.”—Luke 21:31, 32. 

(The Watchtower August 1, 1976 p. 455). 

 

Yes, God purposes a much larger and finer “Jubilee” for 

humankind. This “Jubilee,” symbolically, is the thousand-year reign 

of his kingdom under Christ. (The Watchtower August 1, 1976 p. 

454). 

 

Year 33, year 1919 and Millennium 

 

For the anointed as a group, the Christian Jubilee began at 

Pentecost 33 C.E. What about the “other sheep,” having the 

prospect of everlasting life on earth? (John 10:16) For the other 

sheep, the Thousand Year Reign of Christ will prove to be a time of 

restoration and liberation. (The Watchtower July 15, 2004 p. 27). 

 

Hence, in the years since Pentecost 33 C.E., as believers have 

become spirit-begotten disciples of the glorified Lord Jesus, they 

have begun celebrating the Christian Jubilee. (...)In modern times 

the anointed who are celebrating the Christian Jubilee have been 
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declaring liberating good news, especially since 1919. (The 

Watchtower January 1, 1987 p. 24). 

 

As seen from the above material, the Watchtower Society changed 

its interpretation of the “Jubilee year” several times. This applies 

both to the time of its beginning and the method of calculating the 

Jubilee. 

 

Reinterpretation of the resurrection of 

patriarchs 

 

In the first months of the 1926, after when the patriarch’s 

resurrection did not take place in 1925, the Watchtower Society 

began to put it off indefinitely in the future. However, initially, as we 

saw, they tried to improve its chronology and shed its hopes for 

1926. Here is the new concept: 

 

In due time the ancient worthies, who were tried and proven 

faithful and true unto God, shall be brought forth perfect men and be 

given a place in this blessed government of Zion, the new nation, 

because God hath prepared a place for them in that government. 

(The Watchtower March 15, 1926 p. 87). 

 

But putting the promises off (for the patriarchs) was not a long-

term postponement, it was rather referred as “shortly thereafter” by 

them: 

 

According to their jubilee system, which God inaugurated with 

them under. Moses, their last typical jubilee is the year 1925; and 

shortly thereafter the great blessings which God has promised to the 

Jews should begin to be made manifest. We may look with keen 

expectancy for some marked manifestation of God's favor in the 

latter part of 1925, or shortly thereafter. (Comfort for the People 

1925 p. 39). 
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In 1926, a new teaching of the “the 1914 generation” appeared, 

and since the beginning it was jointly considered, along with the 

resurrection of the prophets: 

 

Those faithful men mentioned in the Bible, from Abel to John tbe 

Baptist (Heb. 11), God will raise up out of death and give them life 

as perfect men. (...) In a very short time from now, and within the life 

of the present generation, these faithful men will be brought back 

and given perfect human life on the earth, and will assume the affairs 

of government to which they have been appointed, and therefore will 

be the visible governors amongst all the peoples of the earth. (The 

Kingdom, the Hope of the World 1931 p. 49). 

 

What could be the reason why the “patriarchs” did not appear in 

1925? How the Watchtower Society explained this?  

Such a reason could be that the apartments for the patriarchs were 

not ready. Perhaps directed by this “explanation” the Watchtower 

Society decided to create the “House of Princes” (Beth-Sarim), 

where the Old Testament men could live. 

In 1929, when “princes” continued to not appear, it was decided to 

move “their capital” Jerusalem to San Diego, where the above-

mentioned Beth-Sarim or House of Princes got built. Temporarily it 

was occupied the by the President of the Watchtower Society J.F. 

Rutherford, ill with pneumonia. The Watchtower magazine The 

Golden Age, in an article The Truth About the San Diego House 

(written by J. Martin, the factory overseer in Brooklyn), said: 

 

ROBERT J. MARTIN (...) for and in consideration of the sum of 

Ten Dollars ($10.00) does hereby grant bargain and sell unto 

JOSEPH F. RUTHERFORD (...) for and during his life on earth and 

thereafter to the WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY 

(...) All that real property situated in Kensington Heights, County of 

San Diego, State of California (...) Both the grantor and the grantee, 

the said JOSEPH F. RUTHERFORD are fully persuaded from the 

Bible testimony, which is the Word of Jehovah God, and from 

extraneous evidence that God's kingdom is now in course of 

establishment and that it will result beneficially to the peoples of 

earth; that the governing power and authority will be invisible to 
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men but that kingdom of God will have visible representatives on the 

earth who will have charge of the affairs of the nations under the 

supervision of the invisible ruler Christ; that among those who will 

thus be the faithful representatives and visible governors of the world 

v/ill be David, who was once king over Israel; and Gideon, and 

Barak, and Samson, and Jephthae, and Joseph, formerly the ruler of 

Egypt, and Samuel the prophet and other faithful men who were 

named with approval in the Bible at Hebrews the eleventh chapter. 

(...) The condition herein is that the said WATCH TOWER BIBLE 

AND TRACT SOCIETY shall hold said title perpetually in trust for 

the use of any or all of the men above named as representatives of 

God's kingdom on earth and that such men shall have possession and 

use of said property hereinabove described as they may deem for the 

best interest for the work in which they are engaged. This property 

has been acquired and the improvements built thereon at the 

instance and under the direction of the said JOSEPH F. 

RUTHERFORD and dedicated to Jehovah God and to His King 

Christ who is the rightful ruler of the earth and for the express 

purpose of being used by those who are servants of Jehovah God. 

For this reason the provision is made in this deed that the property 

shall be for ever used for that purpose subject to any encumbrances 

that may have been placed thereupon. IT IS FURTHER PROVIDED 

that if the said JOSEPH F. RUTHERFORD while alive on the earth 

shall by lease, deed or contract provide that any other person or 

persons connected with the said WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND 

TRACT SOCIETY shall have the right to reside on said premises 

until the appearing of David or some of the other men mentioned in 

the eleventh chapter of Hebrews as above set forth even such person 

or persons so designated by the said JOSEPH F. RUTHERFORD in 

such lease or other paper writing shall have the right and privilege 

of residing on said premises until the same be taken possession of by 

David or some of the other men herein named and this property and 

premises being dedicated to Jehovah and the use of his kingdom it 

shall be used as such for ever. Any persons appearing to take 

possession of said premises shall first prove and identify themselves 

to the proper officers of said Society as the person or persons 

described in Hebrews chapter eleven and in this deed. (...) 24th day 
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of December A.D. 1929. (The Golden Age March 19, 1930 pp. 406-

407). 

 

One of the Watchtower Society’s books, published in 1942, still 

taught that “princes” can be expected in days, reminding their 

followers that Beth-Sarim is still waiting for them: 

 

(...) and hence those faithful men of old may be expected back 

from the dead any day now. The Scriptures give good reason to 

believe that it shall be shortly before Armageddon breaks. In this 

expectation the house at San Diego, California, which house has 

been much publicized with malicious intent by the religious enemy, 

was built, in 1930, and named “Beth-Sarim”, meaning “House of the 

Princes”. It is now held in trust for the occupancy of those princes 

on their return. To those religionists and their allies the return of 

those faithful men of old to rule with judgment over the people shall 

not bring any pleasure. (The New World 1942 p. 104). 

 

See Consolation May 27, 1942 p. 13 (and we may expect to see 

Daniel and the other mentioned princes any day now!); The 

Watchtower September 15, 1941 p. 275; The Watchtower February 1, 

1942 p. 47; Hope 1942 p. 57. 

 

Let us return to the twenties of the 20
th

 century and the book The 

Harp of God (1921). We will recall here its words of the resurrection 

of the patriarchs: 

 

Because Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the other faithful prophets 

described by the Apostle Paul in Hebrews 11 are promised a better 

resurrection; (...) Hence these faithful men may be expected on earth 

within the next few years. They will constitute the legal 

representatives of the Christ in the earth. They will be the visible 

representatives of the kingdom of heaven. (The Harp of God 1921 pp. 

339-340). 

 

We can clearly see that this book, treating about the resurrection 

of ancient men, was referring to “the next few years,” which at the 

time of this book’s release (1921) pointed to the year 1925. 
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However, this is not all, subsequent (English) editions of this 

publication (e.g. 1924, 1925, 1926 and 1927) contained the same 

words (“the next few years”). This was a gate allowing them to put 

the resurrection date in the future. Likewise, but to a lesser extent, 

another brochure, that was published in 1924 could be useful to that 

purpose. It taught about “the next few years” too: 

 

Because Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the other faithful prophets 

described by the Apostle Paul in Hebrews 11 are promised a better 

resurrection; (...) Hence these faithful men may be expected on earth 

within the next few years. They will constitute the legal 

representatives of the Christ in the earth. They will be the visible 

representatives of the kingdom of heaven. (A Desirable Government 

1924 p. 29). 

 

Approaching the 1940s in our investigation, we can notice that 

these are the last years when “princes” were expected. One of the 

magazines issued in 1950 says the following: 

 

For some years now both the remnant and the great crowd of 

strangers or “other sheep” have been looking for the promised 

“princes” of the new earth to appear. (The Watchtower November 1, 

1950 p. 414). 

 

It seems that the waiting for the “princes” reached its apogee in 

1950 during one of the conventions, when it was found that “princes” 

were already present at the convention’s stadium! Here is the 

Watchtower Society’s report from this event: 

 

For years, Jehovah’s people thought that faithful men of old 

times, such as Abraham, Joseph and David, would be resurrected 

before the end of this wicked system of things. Those past servants of 

God were called “ancient worthies,” “faithful men of old” and “the 

princes.” (...) With that in mind, mentally join the 82,601 

conventioners as they listened intently to F. W. Franz on Saturday 

evening, August 5, 1950. At a climactic point in his absorbing 

Scriptural talk he asked: “Would this international assembly be 

happy to know that HERE, TONIGHT, in our midst, there are a 
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number of prospective PRINCES OF THE NEW EARTH?” What 

reactions there were to that query! Here are some vivid 

recollections: “I recall the gasp of amazement that swept the 

assembly, and we began looking around us expectantly . . . was 

David here, or Abraham, or Daniel, or Job? Many of us sisters had 

tears in our eyes!” (Grace A. Estep) “I was so excited I sat on the 

edge of my seat with my eyes glued on the dugout. I was certain that 

one or more of these men of old would emerge at any moment.” 

(Sister Dwight T. Kenyon) “People in the corridors rushed to the 

stadium entrances to view the speaker’s stand, perhaps expecting to 

see Abraham, David or maybe Moses. The audience stood up—the 

atmosphere was charged. I am sure that if someone with a long 

beard had walked to the platform there would have been no 

containing the crowd.”—L. E. Reusch. A profound silence next 

settled over the audience. Every ear seemed strained to lose none of 

the speaker’s words. He discussed the real meaning of the Hebrew 

word translated ‘prince.” He pointed out that today’s “other sheep” 

have suffered just as much for their faith as did Jehovah’s witnesses 

of old. Hence, nothing argues against Christ’s making these “other 

sheep” “princes in all the earth” as required. (Ps. 45:16; John 

10:16) Then, concluding his discourse, Brother Franz said: “With 

the transporting prospects so close before us, oh! let us keep 

Theocratic organization and let God continue improving it as a New 

World society. Never may we look back to this modern Sodom, which 

is reserved for destruction, but we are determined to keep faces 

forward in full faith. Onward, then, steadily, all of us together, as a 

New World society!” (1975 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses pp. 

213-214). 

 

After this event, Jehovah’s Witnesses seemed to be tapped out and 

none of them talked about waiting for the Old Testament men 

anymore. 

The Watchtower Society’s handbook explains then what happened 

to the House of Princes: 

 

A few years after Brother Rutherford’s death, the board of 

directors of the Watch Tower Society decided to sell Beth-Sarim. 

Why? “The Watchtower” of December 15, 1947, explained: “It had 
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fully served its purpose and was now only serving as a monument 

quite expensive to keep; our faith in the return of the men of old time 

whom the King Christ Jesus will make princes in ALL the earth (not 

merely in California) is based, not upon that house Beth-Sarim, but 

upon God’s Word of promise.” (...) At the time, it was believed that 

faithful men of old times, such as Abraham, Joseph, and David, 

would be resurrected before the end of this system of things and 

would serve as “princes in all the earth,” in fulfillment of Psalm 

45:16. This view was adjusted in 1950, when further study of the 

Scriptures indicated that those earthly forefathers of Jesus Christ 

would be resurrected after Armageddon.—See “The Watchtower,” 

November 1, 1950, pages 414-17 (Jehovah’s Witnesses—

Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 76). 

 

Reinterpretation of Armageddon 

 

To begin with let us look at the original concept of Armageddon 

that was formed by the Watchtower Society and then the 

modification it went through in the year 1925, where nothing 

happened: 

 

Particularly since the witnesses of Jehovah discerned in 1925 that 

the battle of Armageddon is not a period of international anarchy on 

earth but is Jehovah’s war against Satan’s entire organization, 

demonic and human, we have realized our great responsibility 

respecting mankind who are threatened with everlasting destruction 

in that universal war. (The Watchtower November 1, 1957 p. 669). 

 

In the year 1925 the Watchtower Society not only has changed its 

teaching on what Armageddon was, but also the “time” of its 

coming: 

 

On account of his “chosen ones” he cuts short the days. How? 

Back in the year 1925 the suggestion was set out in the leading 

article of the Watch Tower issue of May 1, entitled “For the Elect’s 

Sake,” that “those days” of the “great tribulation” were cut short in 
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the middle. The explanation was given that the “great tribulation” 

had begun in 1914 C.E. and that it was not allowed to run its full 

course then but God stopped World War I in November of 1918. 

From then on God was allowing an interval for the activity of his 

anointed remnant of elect Christians before he let the final part of 

the “great tribulation” resume at the battle of Armageddon and 

come to its termination. (...) This explanation sounded good and 

reasonable back there in 1925, just seven years after World War I 

and fourteen years before the unexpected World War II, a conflict 

four times as bad as World War I. (The Watchtower January 15, 

1970 p. 52). 

 

An old interpretation taught even in 1916 that Armageddon had 

been in existence since 1914: 

 

In the meantime, our eyes of understanding should discern clearly 

the Battle of the Great Day of God Almighty now in progress; and 

our faith, guiding our eyes of understanding through the Word, 

should enable us to see the glorious outcome – Messiah’s kingdom. 

(The Watchtower September 1, 1916 p. 5951, reprints). 

 

In the years preceding the year 1925 the teaching of “the great 

tribulation” (and the Armageddon) was saying that it had been going 

on since 1914, and its apogee was to occur in the year 1925. 

When that did not happen, it was stated that God, in 1918, 

declared an indefinite interval of the “great tribulation,” but after it 

he would continue that someday, soon, during the Armageddon. In 

1970 this teaching was changed again. Now it is stated the “great 

tribulation” and Armageddon are still ahead of us… so it could not 

have a break since 1918: 

 

However, The Watchtower of January 15, 1970, reexamined 

Jesus’ prophecy, especially the coming great tribulation. It showed 

that in view of what happened in the first century, the modern 

tribulation could not have an opening part in 1914-18, a decades-

long interval, and later a resumption. That magazine concluded: 

“The ‘great tribulation’ such as will not occur again is yet ahead, for 

it means the destruction of the world empire of false religion 
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(including Christendom) followed by the ‘war of the great day of 

God the Almighty’ at Armageddon.” (The Watchtower February 15, 

1994 pp. 17-18). 

 

In here, we will not discuss any dates related to the coming of 

Armageddon (e.g. the 1930s and 1940s, 1975, “the 1914 generation,” 

the end of the 20
th

 century). Our purpose is to show the change in the 

meaning of that event, rather than the different methods of 

calculating the date of Armageddon and signs of its coming. 

However, to close this topic, below the Dear Reader can find the 

final Armageddon date being in use by the Watchtower Society: 

 

What day was Jesus speaking of? The beginning of World War 

III? No, Zephaniah 2:3 identifies it as "the day of Jehovah's anger." 

Revelation 16:16 calls it the "war of the great day of God the 

Almighty," Armageddon. This war will come in the twentieth century. 

It will come right on schedule, as have the wars, food shortages, 

earthquakes and other events' fore told. This generation will see its 

fulfillment. (Awake! February 22, 1961 p. 8). 

 

In 1929 another teaching about Armageddon was changed as well: 

 

Not until 1929 was it revealed to Jehovah’s witnesses that some of 

the remnant will go through the battle of Armageddon, and then that 

increased their efforts to declare the truth. (The Watchtower May 1, 

1936 p. 136). 

 

Only from the end of the year 1928 was the prospect opened up to 

the spiritual understanding of the anointed remnant of the “Israel of 

God” to survive the “war of the great day of God the Almighty” at 

Har–Magedon and enter here on earth into Jehovah’s righteous new 

order. (See The Watch Tower under date of December 15, 1928, 

page 376, paragraphs 35, 36.) (The Watchtower December 15, 1974 

pp. 765-766). 

 

Earlier, the Watchtower Society believed that all its publishers 

belonging to the remnant of the anointed ones would be taken to 

heaven before Armageddon.  
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But, in 2013, they returned to its original teaching once again: 

 

Hence, it appears that all anointed ones who still remain on earth 

after the initial part of the great tribulation has passed will at some 

point be raised to heaven before the outbreak of the battle of 

Armageddon. This adjusts what was stated on this subject in 

“Questions From Readers” in The Watchtower of August 15, 1990, 

page 30. (The Watchtower July 15, 2013 p. 5 [or p. 8]). 

See God’s Kingdom Rules! 2014 p. 228. 

 

Armageddon case is more broadly described in the chapter: Was 

Armageddon expected in the year 1925? 

 

Manipulations using the year 1925 

 

It seems that after many years, the Watchtower Society is 

sometimes trying to whitewash the 1925 case. They state that many 

expected (instead of “all”) and that it was “the hope” (instead of 

“certainty”). On top they also state that there were just private 

‘beliefs’ or ‘surmises,’ etc. Here are some examples of such 

manipulation: 

 

On the basis of what was said there, many hoped that perhaps the 

remaining ones of the little flock would receive their heavenly 

reward by 1925. (...) and millions then living could have the hope of 

never dying off the earth. (Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of 

God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 632). 

 

Throughout the country, there were some whose motivation for 

serving God was considerably influenced by the belief that they 

would receive their heavenly reward by 1925 at the latest. (1994 

Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p. 188). 

 

Bible Students, known since 1931 as Jehovah’s Witnesses, also 

expected that the year 1925 would see the fulfillment of marvelous 

Bible prophecies. They surmised that at that time the earthly 
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resurrection would begin, bringing back faithful men of old, such as 

Abraham, David, and Daniel. (Awake! June 22, 1995 p. 9). 

 

However, in their other publications, the Watchtower Society was 

admitting the expectations of 1925 referred to “all” rather than to 

“some” of its followers: 

 

At that time, there was a widely held view that pointed to 1925 as 

the year for the resurrection to begin and for Paradise to be restored 

to the earth. Thus, many were serving with a fixed date in mind. (...) 

After 1925 passed, the holy ones no longer served God with an 

immediate, explicit deadline in view. (Pay Attention to Daniel’s 

Prophecy! 1999 pp. 303-304). 

 

To prove that the expectations of 1925 were not just a ‘surmise,’ 

or a private ‘conviction’ of ‘some’ or ‘many’ of them, let us cite the 

following. This comes from their one of the most important 

publications of that day: 

 

POSITIVE PROMISE 

(...) Based upon the argument heretofore set forth, then, that the 

old order of things, the old world, is ending and is therefore passing 

away, and that the new order is coming in, and that 1925 shall mark 

the resurrection of the faithful worthies of old and the beginning of 

reconstruction, it is reasonable to conclude that millions of people 

now on the earth will be still on the earth in 1925. Then, based upon 

the promises set forth in the divine Word, we must reach the positive 

and indisputable conclusion that millions now living will never die. 

(Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 pp. 96-97). 

 

As we can see, this publication served all Watchtower followers, 

gave a specific date and stated it firmly and undeniably. 

 

The Watchtower Society very often manipulates the year 1925 by 

pointing both to the lecture and Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 

book and at the same time passing over the fact that it treated about 

the exact date (i.e. 1925). The year 1925 was mentioned ten times 
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there! Here are examples of publications from recent years (since 

1990): 

 

The Watchtower: May 15, 2014 p. 31; February 15, 2010 p. 16; 

August 15, 2009 p. 16; July 15, 2009 p. 24; March 1, 2006 p. 12; 

September 1, 2002 p. 25; December 1, 2002 p. 25; May 15, 2001 p. 

14; August 1, 2001 p. 24; July 1, 2000 p. 24; May 1, 1998 p. 26; 

January 1, 1997 p. 11; June 15, 1996 p. 32; February 15, 1995 p. 8; 

February 1, 1995 p. 13; January 1, 1995 p. 20; April 1, 1994 p. 20; 

December 15, 1990 p. 13; September 15, 1990 p. 17; April 1, 1990 p. 

31. 

Awake! April 22, 1990 p. 6. 

God’s Kingdom Rules! 2014 p. 72; 2014 Yearbook of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses p. 89; 2013 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p. 85; 2012 

Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses pp. 103, 162; 2011 Yearbook of 

Jehovah’s Witnesses pp. 167, 180; 2000 Yearbook of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses p. 153; 1996 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses pp. 70, 239; 

1994 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses pp. 75-77, 179; 1993 

Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses pp. 80, 83; 1991 Yearbook of 

Jehovah’s Witnesses pp. 77, 134; 1990 Yearbook of Jehovah’s 

Witnesses pp. 73, 155; Revelation—Its Grand Climax At Hand! 1988, 

2006 pp. 120, 152, 173, 221. 

 

Anyone who would like to check the publications quoted here will 

not be able to find even a trace of “the year 1925,” although those 

publications mention the “Millions Campaign” and the book 

associated with it! 

Even in the 1975 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses, the case of the 

1925 (p. 146) and the “millions who will not die” (pp. 127, 131, 133, 

139-140) was discussed totally separately, as if one had nothing to do 

with the other. Probably because to make a space to continue to use 

their slogan of “millions who will not die.” 

Only two publications from the years 1990-2015 did consider 

already mentioned brochure of “millions who will not die” and “the 

year 1925” year together. It can be found in: Jehovah’s Witnesses—

Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 (pp. 78, 259-260, 632) and The 

Watchtower November 1, 1993 p. 11. 
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“Year 1925” in light of Matthew 24:36 and Acts 

1:7 

 

Surprisingly, the Watchtower Society was not afraid to advertise a 

specific date for the expected events. We refer to the following dates: 

„about April 1, 1925” and “about October 1, 1925:” 

 

(...) or about April 1, 1925, at which time we may expect the 

resurrection of the Ancient Worthies and the beginning of the 

blessing of all the families of the earth, living as well as dead. The 

last year of the 3,500 years will be itself a jubilee year witnessing the 

antitype, the great jubilee, of restitution. (Millions Now Living Will 

Never Die! 1920 p. 110). 

 

1,924 full years of the A.D. period will end December 31, 1924 

A.D. and 3/4 years more ends about October 1, 1925 A.D., at which 

time there is reason to believe that Abraham will come into 

possession of his inheritance. (Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 

1920 p. 108). 

 

The Watchtower Society is aware of the words of Scripture about 

the “day and hour” of Matthew 24:36 and Mark 13:32, and of “times 

or seasons” of Acts 1:7, but little they cared about that in the years of 

the 1925 campaign. Maybe, they considered these words only in 

relation with the return of Christ, which had taken place long ago, in 

1874 (according to the contemporary teaching of the organization). 

But when Jesus was asked the question: “Lord, will you at this 

time restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6, ESV), He replied: “It 

is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by 

his own authority” (Acts 1:7, ESV). This sounds like a polemic with 

the Watchtower Society itself! 

Here is how the discussed organization neutralized the above-

mentioned biblical verses during the 1925 campaign: 

 

Still others who fear his coming and who do not desire to see him 

say: ‘No one can possibly know the time. Why, therefore, should one 
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spend his time in discussing the question?’ The last-named class, in 

support of their contention, cite the words of Jesus when he said: 

“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of 

heaven, but my Father only”. (Matthew 24:36) It is assumed because 

he used these words that no one would ever know except Jehovah. 

(...) He did not say that no one would ever know of the hour or the 

day of his coming. (...) When Jesus arose from the dead he said: “All 

power is given unto me in heaven and in earth”. (Matthew 28:18) He 

must have known then the time of his coming, because now as the 

creature divine everything was committed into his hands for the 

outworking of God's plan. At the time of his appearing surely the 

angels of heaven would know about it; and the day must come when 

the publishers would know. (The Harp of God 1921 pp. 224-225; 

1928 pp. 229-230). 

 

Suppose we admit, for the sake of the argument, that no man 

knows the day nor hour of the Lord's appearing. What difference 

does that make? The hour and the day have already passed. (...) The 

times and seasons are clearly established by the overwhelming proof 

that the Lord is now present. (The Harp of God 1921 p. 250; 1928 p. 

257). 

See Our Lord’s Return 1925 p. 18. 

 

As for the book titled Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920, 

while it taught about 1925, it completely skipped the text of Matthew 

24:36, Mark 13:32, and Acts 1:7. In opposite it started to introduce 

the dates “about April 1” and “about October 1”. 

 

During the discussed years 1917-1925, the Watchtower Society 

continued to use textbooks written by C.T. Russell (died 1916). Here 

is how he responded to these texts and Amos 3:7: 

 

When some of the disciples came to our Lord inquiring 

concerning the time for the establishment of the Kingdom of God, 

before it was yet due to be revealed, he answered, “It is not for you 

to know the times or the seasons which the Father hath appointed by 

his own authority.” Acts 1:7.) And on another occasion, concerning 

the same subject he said, “Of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, 
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not the angels who are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. 

Take ye heed, watch and pray ; for ye know not when the time is. ... 

And what I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch” – Mark 13:32, 33, 

37. These words of our Lord cannot be understood to mean that none 

but the Father will ever know of his times and seasons; hence it no 

more proves that we cannot know those times and seasons now, than 

that our Lord cannot know them now. And the very fact that the 

entire outline of our Father’s plan, and also his times and seasons 

are now clearly discernible, is strong proof that we are now living in 

the time of the end of the present dominion of evil, and the dawn of 

the Millennial Day, when knowledge should be increased and the 

wise should understand. (Dan. 12:4, 10.) (The Time is at Hand 1923 

pp. 18-19). 

 

Our Lord certainly shall know of the times and seasons in due 

time, since he is to accomplish the plan, and unless he has changed 

he will make known the plans to those close to him and associated in 

his work – his friends, his saints. Reason, then, teaches us that so 

surely as it is written, “The Lord will do nothing, but he revealeth his 

secret unto his servants the prophets” (Amos 3:7), and that most of 

what he revealed unto them was not for themselves, but for us, the 

Gospel Church (1 Pet. 1:12), so surely will the faithful not be left in 

darkness, unable to discern it, when the day of the Lord has come. It 

will not come upon them as a thief and a snare-unawares; for they 

will be watching, and will have the promised light then due upon the 

subject. (The Time is at Hand 1923 pp. 21-22). 

 

„But of that day and hour knoweth no man; no not the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but my Father only.” (Matt. 24:36, Sinaitic MS. 

Compare Mark 13:32, 33.) “'Take ye heed, watch and pray, for ye 

know not when the time is.” To many these words seem to imply 

much more than they express: they think of them as though they put a 

lock upon and made useless all the prophecies of the Bible; — as 

though our Lord had said, “No man shall ever know,” whereas he 

merely said, “No man [now] knoweth,” referring only to the persons 

who heard him—to whom the exact times and seasons were not due 

to be revealed. Who can doubt that the “angels of heaven” and “the 
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Son” now know, fully and clearly, matters which have progressed so 

nearly to fulfilment? (The Battle of Armageddon 1923 p. 605). 

 

So, we can clearly see what logic the Watchtower Society 

followed in interpreting the Sacred Scripture at that time. Having 

such an interpretation of the Bible, it was feasible to provide concrete 

dates for the events of 1925! 

It was only after the April 1 and October 1 passed, the 

Watchtower Society changed its teaching to a “day” and a “year:” 

 

(...) that the Lord has given his people certain points in 

chronology; that the fulfilment of prophecy shows the dates 1914, 

1918 and 1925 to be clearly marked; that the Scriptures nowhere 

show just what day or year the glorification of the church takes 

place; therefore that with the passing of 1925 time is no more so far 

as the church is concerned. (The Watchtower October 15, 1925 p. 

308). 

 

New events for year 1925 

 

In a few months after the expected 1925, the new teaching of “the 

1914 generation” emerged (in 1926). It has been kept until 

November 1995 when it got discarded and modified. This topic does 

not directly relate to our main one, therefore we recommend to 

pursuit this subject on an individual basis with the help of available 

studies.  

In this place we will discuss some new teachings of the 

Watchtower Society associated with 1925 or introduced at the time. 

The Watchtower Society organization tried to combine as many 

events with that date as possible to hide its former meaning and to 

erase issue of “millions who will not die” from the memory of 

publishers. Some of the new events had an invisible nature (e.g. the 

kingdom introduced in heaven since 1914), therefore they were hard 

to check by regular publishers. But in contrast, the previous promises 

were intended as clearly palpable! 
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Grace returns to the Jews  
 

As we examine the evidence we shall see that 1925 A.D. is another 

marked date in favor of the Jews. It was in 1925, in the spring of the 

year, that the great Jewish university was dedicated at Jerusalem. 

Other evidence relating to 1925 is here considered. (Life 1929 p. 

158). 

 

This teaching was abandoned by the Watchtower Society as early 

as in 1932. 

 

Proclamation of truth 
 

From 1925 forward there has been the greatest proclamation of 

truth concerning Jehovah's government ever made on earth. That 

government means the restitution of man. The proclamation goes 

grandly on, and when that work is done restitution of the people must 

begin. (Life 1929 p. 170). 

 

The kingdom rules in heaven since 1914 
 

Back, however, to the meaningful year of 1925. The long 

misunderstood vision of Revelation 12:1-17 was cleared up. The 

March 1, 1925, issue of the Watch Tower magazine cleared away the 

idea that the birth of the man-child by the “woman” in heaven 

pictured the birth of the papacy from an apostate religious system 

during the fourth century. Rather, the bringing forth of the man-child 

portrayed the birth of God’s Messianic kingdom from his “woman,” 

his wifelike heavenly organization. This took place in the heavens at 

the end of the Gentile Times, “the appointed times of the nations,” in 

the autumn of 1914 C.E. The earthly part of Jehovah’s spiritual 

organization was thrilled at this revelation! (The Watchtower May 1, 

1981 pp. 26-27). 

 

We can read out of the paragraph, that instead of the (visible) 

earth phase of the kingdom, the Watchtower Society introduced an 

invisible celestial kingdom. What’s more, this present Kingdom 

“born” in 1914, previously was identified with the papacy! Not 
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surprising such a sudden shift in Watchtower Society’s teaching 

could successfully divert the followers from the “Millions 

Campaign” and the expectations for 1925. So it was: 

 

This brother had learned that Nathan Knorr, who became a 

member of the Governing Body, readily accepted points in the 1925 

Watch Tower article “Birth of the Nation,” even though some others 

questioned them. (The Watchtower November 15, 2014 p. 10). 

 

Interestingly enough, only in 1925 it was noticed that the kingdom 

was “born” almost eleven years earlier, in 1914! 

 

Satan casted out of heaven 
 

It was about 1925 that the faithful discerned the fact that the 

kingdom had begun and that Satan had been cast out of heaven and 

must now confine his operations to the earth. (Light 1930, Vol. 2, p. 

309). 

 

We see then, instead of peace on the earth, the Watchtower 

Society introduced an idea of a war against Satan in heaven and of 

casting him out of it. 

 

Jehovah’s organization and Satan’s organization  
 

1925: It was clearly discerned that there are two distinct and 

opposing organizations—Jehovah’s and Satan’s. (The Watchtower 

June 15, 1987 p. 19). 

 

Another publication is dating differently the mentioned event: 

 

In this regard, in 1922, The Watch Tower pointed out that there 

are two organizations at work, Jehovah’s and Satan’s... (God’s 

Kingdom Rules! 2014 p. 54). 
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Publishers pouring out of the bowl  
 

„And the fourth poured out his bowl on the sun; and to him it was 

given to burn men with fire.” (Vs. 8, Diag.) It was at the Indianapolis 

convention, August 29, 1925, that God's people began to have 

something to do with the pouring out of this bowl. The Lord, by his 

deputies, had directed the preparation and adoption there of the 

proclamation or resolution designated “Message of Hope”. (Light 

1930, Vol. 2, p. 29). 

 

In August, 1925, at a general convention of God's people 

assembled at Indianapolis, a resolution “Message of Hope” was 

unanimously adopted which, together with the supporting discourse, 

“A Standard for the People,” was heralded by word of mouth and by 

radio and by the printed copies to millions of people throughout the 

earth. (Light 1930, Vol. 1, p. 129). 

 

The Watchtower Society, instead of giving the “millions” the 

promised “eternal life”, gave them a resolution! 

 

Persecution 
 

Since 1925 there has been no abatement of the oppression of the 

masses of the people, but the ‘sun of Satan’, or ruling class, has 

continued to scorch them. The people are in the furnace of affliction 

and injustice and cruelty, and fire is kindled and administered by 

that body of rulers of this day of Christendom. It continues to burn, 

and that “sun” company is burning itself out. (Light 1930, Vol. 2, p. 

30). 

 

The Holy Spirit poured out  
 

In the year 1925, at the convention in Indianapolis, Indiana, not 

only were many baptized, but also a very vital talk was given. It was 

entitled “The Holy Spirit Poured Out,” and it made a present-day 

application of Joel 2:28, 29. Thousands more than ever before were 

reported as partaking of the bread and the wine at the annual 

celebration of the Lord’s Supper. (Pages 339-344 of Watch Tower, 
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November 15, 1925) So, during these “last days” since the war-torn 

year of 1914 holy spirit has been poured out in a specially marked 

manner to prove that Jehovah is a faithful Time-Keeper and an 

infallible Prophet. (The Watchtower October 1, 1980 p. 30). 

 

For the publishers it was an invisible and unascertainable event. 

 

Armageddon 

 

In The Watch Tower, the official magazine published and 

distributed by Jehovah’s witnesses, there appeared in its issue of July 

15, 1925, the leading article entitled “The Remnant.” This article set 

forth for the first time that Armageddon is not a disorganized “time 

of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation,” or a violent, 

anarchistic battle between capital and organized labor, but is a 

universal fight between Jehovah God and the entire organization of 

Satan the Devil in heaven and on earth. (The Watchtower December 

1, 1961 p. 721). 

 

In 1926 another brilliant flash of light revealed that the war of 

Armageddon was not to be a social revolution, as Bible Students 

once thought. Rather, it would be a war in which Jehovah will 

demonstrate his power so clearly that all people will be convinced 

that he is God.—Revelation 16:14-16; 19:17-21. (The Watchtower 

May 15, 1995 p. 18). 

 

After nothing happened in 1925, neither anarchy nor revolution 

broke out, the Watchtower Society simply changed its Armageddon 

concept. 

 

God declared as a Refuge 
 

Fearlessly, in open public, the anointed remnant of the spiritual 

Israel of God have declared Jehovah to be their refuge, especially 

from the year 1925 onward. (The Watchtower December 15, 1974 p. 

759). 
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Divine Name 
 

After 1925 passed, the holy ones no longer served God with an 

immediate, explicit deadline in view. Rather, the sanctification of 

Jehovah’s name was paramount. (Pay Attention to Daniel’s 

Prophecy! 1999 p 304). 

 

Already, back in the year 1925, the Christians embracing that 

designation for themselves had begun to perceive that the time had 

come for the one true and living God to “make him a name.” (2 Sam. 

7:23, AV) (The Watchtower November 1, 1971 p. 651). 

 

From the year 1925 onward they began to discern that the time 

had come for the Most High God to make a name for himself. (The 

Watchtower December 15, 1972 p. 751). 

 

These three statements about Jehovah’s name slightly differ. 

 

Stating what God will or will nor do 
 

Back in 1925, the May 1 Watch Tower said: “We should not 

arbitrarily say what God will or will not do. . . . [But] we are led to 

the conclusion that the members of the Church [anointed Christians] 

will be glorified before the resurrection of the ancient worthies 

[faithful pre-Christian witnesses].” (The Watchtower May 15, 1997 

p. 20). 

 

A stream of new light  

 

The trickle published in 1919 was “ankle” deep, so to speak, by 

1922, then an increased depth of spirituality and vision was had by 

1925, followed by the great flood of new light published by 1928, to 

be capped by 1931 with the overwhelming flow of Biblical 

enlightenment. (The Watchtower July 15, 1960 p. 441). 
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Rehashing of the “millions will never die” slogan 

 

To begin with, we remind below of two excerpts from the 

Watchtower Society’s publications which will show why they has 

returned to the catchy slogan of “millions who will not die:” 

 

The “Millions Campaign” lasted for some time, and a great 

witness was given by this means. Newspaper notices and billboards 

with the words “Millions Now Living Will Never Die” were used to 

bring it to public attention. So extensive was the campaign that the 

slogan has been remembered through the years. Recalling the effect 

of the “Millions Campaign,” Rufus Chappell writes: “We had 

offered the publication Millions Now Living Will Never Die in and 

around Zion [Illinois] and the results were of interest. I remember a 

large, flashing electric sign over the Waukegan Dry Cleaners 

building on North Sheridan Road about five miles from Zion, which 

said, ‘We Dye for the Millions Now Living Who Will Never Die.’ 

This was a very popular subject at that time, and many people had 

questioned the phrase and learned the truth from this publication.” 

(1975 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p. 127). 

 

The campaign with the new book Millions Now Living Will Never 

Die! was vigorously carried on at this time, necessitating the printing 

and distribution of large quantities of copies of it. On this same 

subject public lectures, together with much newspaper advertising, 

were conducted the world over. In fact the campaign was so 

impressive that the title itself is still a byword among many in 

America and Europe to this day. (The Watchtower May 15, 1955 p. 

297). 

 

Despite the above, it is interesting that the promise expressed in 

the words: “Proof Conclusive that Millions now Living will never 

Die” has disappeared from the cover and the title page of the 1928 

edition of the book The Harp of God. 

 

The Watchtower Society, encouraged by the former success of the 

well-known slogan, and the fact that only few have remembered to 
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what years and expectations it was bound, have come back to it 

recently. It was given a slightly different meaning, no longer making 

connection to 1925, but with “the generation of 1914” now! 

It was no longer associated with people of other religions, only 

with Jehovah’s Witnesses, who become more numerous with time.  

The term “millions who will not die,” was taught in stages. At the 

beginning, when the population of the followers was too small they 

taught about “many who will not die” (at that point there was not 

even one million Jehovah’s Witnesses yet): 

But note this too: before the service year of Jehovah’s witnesses 

ended there were 871,737 persons who associated themselves with 

Jehovah’s witnesses and did ministerial work. (The Watchtower 

January 1, 1960 p. 19). 

Will Many Now Living Never Die? (The Watchtower April 1, 

1959 p. 217). 

Associate with the multitudes who are living for Jehovah’s new 

world and who now form a New World society. Serve Jehovah, his 

King and the Kingdom alongside these dedicated witnesses of the 

Most High. Embrace their Scriptural hope and be among the many 

persons now living who will never die. (The Watchtower April 1, 

1959 p. 219). 

God will view such persons as spiritually healthy and they may be 

among the many now living who will never die, entering into God’s 

righteous new order after his kingdom has done away with all those 

who, from God’s viewpoint, are spiritually ulcerous and leprous. 

(The Watchtower August 15, 1966 p. 502). 

Many Now Living Will Never Die (The Watchtower August 1, 

1974 p. 480). 

Many Now Living Will Never Die (The Watchtower 01.01 1979 p. 

32). 

Slogan about “many who will not die” was in use until 1984. 
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See The Watchtower: October 1, 1979 p. 32; April 1, 1980 p. 31; 

Awake!: October 8, 1980 p. 32; March 8, 1981 p. 32; November 22, 

1981 p. 32; May 22, 1982 p. 31; April 8, 1984 p. 31; November 22, 

1984 p. 32. 

 

The “new” slogan of “millions who will not die” was introduced 

in the middle of the eighties in the 20
th

 century when the number of 

Jehovah’s Witnesses reached 2 million. The “new” slogan referred to 

its version of the years 1918-1925: 

 

All the 2,501,722 loyal publishers of the Kingdom... (The 

Watchtower January 1, 1984 p. 30). 

 

Millions Get Ready for Uninterrupted Life on Earth (The 

Watchtower October 1, 1983 p. 13). 

 

Why Say “Millions Now Alive”? 

The eyebrow-raising declaration “Millions now alive will never 

die off our earth” is not based upon a mere human mathematical 

calculation (...) There are cogent Scriptural grounds for expecting 

“millions now alive” to survive. (The Watchtower October 1, 1983 p. 

16; See pp. 8). 

 

So, then, the statement can now be made with confidence and with 

due foresight, “Millions now alive will never die off our earth.” (The 

Watchtower October 1, 1983 p. 17). 

 

Today, literally ‘millions of those who will never die’ have been 

added to the ranks of these loyal servants. (The Watchtower January 

1, 1985 p. 17). 

 

Millions Now Living Will Never Die. This is no wild assertion. 

There are sound reasons to believe it. (Awake! January 8, 1986 p. 

31). 
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Like Noah, we are entrusted with a lifesaving work but this time 

looking to the salvation of ‘millions now living who may never die.’ 

(The Watchtower January 1, 1986 pp. 15-18 par. 2). 

 

Millions of people living today were born in the nuclear age and 

expect to die in it – if they do not die because of it. Jehovah’s 

Witnesses do not share that gloomy outlook. (Awake! August 22, 

1988 p. 10). 

 

Millions Now Living Will Never Die 

This is no wild assertion. There are sound reasons to believe it. 

The Watchtower and Awake! magazines regularly point to these 

Bible-based reasons. Send only $10 and you will receive both 

magazines (four copies a month) for one year, postpaid. (Awake! 

May 22, 1989 p. 32). 

 

Jehovah’s name will be revered, sanctified, not only by millions 

now living who need never die but also by thousands of millions of 

humankind whom he will call forth from their graves during his 

thousand-year Kingdom rule. They will have the opportunity of living 

on a paradise earth forever. (The Watchtower January 1, 1990 p. 14). 

 

The slogan about “millions” reappeared about 70 years after 1914. 

And then it started disappearing after 1990. Did someone in the 

Watchtower Society notice that the slogan of millions resembled too 

much the year 1925 and its unfulfilled hopes? 

On top, there is also another passage of the Watchtower Society’s 

literature that shows a sad image of those who supposedly were not 

to die and the future of those who had similar intentions: 

 

Since the end of Satan’s world is so close, sheeplike Christians 

would dearly enjoy living until Jehovah’s sovereignty is vindicated 

during the coming tribulation on Babylon the Great and the rest of 

Satan’s world. (...) For a great number, it has not worked out that 

way. Many who had hoped to be among the “millions” who would 

never die have indeed died. (...) Clearly, more will die before the end 

comes. (The Watchtower February 15, 1995 p. 9). 
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We also quote the opinion issued by Raymond Franz (1922-2010), 

a former member of the Jehovah’s Witness’ Governing Body (1971-

1980) who summarized the old and new interpretation of “millions 

who will not die,” in the following way: 

 

Although the Society has occasionally employed the catchy slogan 

“Millions now living will never die,” and called attention to the fact 

that Witness membership has reached the multimillion range, they 

gloss over an obvious misrepresentation. The claim that “Millions 

now living will never die” was not made to people living in the 1990s 

or the 2000s. It was made to people in the first half of the 1920s. 

Only a fraction of the approximately 5.9 million members of 

Jehovah’s Witnesses were living then. Only if there were today more 

than two million Witnesses around 75 years of age or older could 

there be any pretense that the prediction was in any way 

substantiated. This is clearly not the case. 1925, on which the 

prediction and slogan were based, proved empty of all the things 

foretold. The teaching was without substance, mere fluff, prophetic 

fantasy. (Crisis of Conscience R. Franz, 2004 p. 233). 

 

Year 1925 and “the generation of 1914” 

 

While the year 1925 was closely tied to the teaching of “millions 

who will not die,” the teaching of “the generation of 1914” was 

associated with the words “this generation” of Matthew 24:34 

(interpretation introduced in 1926). Withdrawing two teachings, the 

Watchtower Society has, however, left some pieces of them for many 

years, even for now. There are similarities but also significant 

differences there (“the generation of 1914” teaching was withdrawn 

in November 1995). 

The year 1925 and its reference to the exact date was dropped as 

time moved on, but the slogan itself of “millions who will not die” 

was maintained. 

On the other hand, in the case of the second teaching, the term 

“generation of 1914” was rejected, but the date (i.e. 1914) was 

concluded as the beginning of the end times. 
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Such partial withdrawal from a previous interpretation secures the 

Watchtower Society a certain evolutionary continuity, but also the 

doctrine’s flexibility, which allows them to refer to something that 

was already taught in their history. The other thing is that the 

changed teachings received a totally different meaning. 

Few Jehovah’s Witnesses have an opportunity to compare 

changes in the doctrine, majority stick to what is being told at the 

given point of time, without any effort to recall previous teaching. 

For them, the most important thing is that the earlier teaching has 

similar wording in its terminology like the present doctrine. 

Both scenarios (for 1925 and for 1914) were a bit different. 

However, both interpretations ended with the announcement of a 

happy “Millennium”. Here are the characteristic sentences that 

illustrate this: 

 

The year 1925 also held expectations for Jehovah’s servants. It 

was thought that a cycle of 70 typical Jubilees (70 × 50 years) from 

the time Israel entered the Promised Land would end in 1925 and 

mark the beginning of the great antitypical Jubilee, the Millennial 

Reign of Christ Jesus. It did not turn out that way. (The Watchtower 

February 15, 1984 pp. 23-24). 

 

(...) and Christ would rule in the midst of his enemies for a period 

not exceeding one generation. The complete end of wickedness would 

come by means of a “great tribulation,” culminating in the war at 

Har–Magedon and followed by Christ’s Thousand Year Reign of 

peace. (Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Twentieth Century 1989 p. 15). 
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“Year 1925” and “year 1975” 

 

Although the expected events of 1925 in many details differed 

from those of 1975, the end was to be the same: the “Millennium”! 

We will not compare the individual elements of the two teachings 

here, as it would fulfill the entire book. However, somehow the 

Watchtower Society is compiling in its publications the expectations 

for 1925 with hopes for 1975. It is enough to quote two publications 

here to have some idea of that fact: 

 

Following 1925, meeting attendance dropped dramatically in 

some congregations in France and Switzerland. Again, in 1975, 

there was disappointment when expectations regarding the start of 

the Millennium failed to materialize. (Jehovah’s Witnesses—

Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 633). 

 

Bible Students, known since 1931 as Jehovah’s Witnesses, also 

expected that the year 1925 would see the fulfillment of marvelous 

Bible prophecies. They surmised that at that time the earthly 

resurrection would begin, bringing back faithful men of old, such as 

Abraham, David, and Daniel. More recently, many Witnesses 

conjectured that events associated with the beginning of Christ’s 

Millennial Reign might start to take place in 1975. Their anticipation 

was based on the understanding that the seventh millennium of 

human history would begin then. (Awake! June 22, 1995 p. 9). 

 

We also present a short comparison of the expected finals of 1925 

and 1975, i.e. the Millennium. 

 

The year 1925 also held expectations for Jehovah’s servants. It 

was thought that a cycle of 70 typical Jubilees (70 × 50 years) from 

the time Israel entered the Promised Land would end in 1925 and 

mark the beginning of the great antitypical Jubilee, the Millennial 

Reign of Christ Jesus. It did not turn out that way. (The Watchtower 

February 15, 1984 pp. 23-24). 
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More recently, many Witnesses conjectured that events associated 

with the beginning of Christ’s Millennial Reign might start to take 

place in 1975. Their anticipation was based on the understanding 

that the seventh millennium of human history would begin then. 

(Awake! June 22, 1995 p. 9). 

 

It is worth mentioning that just like 1925 had its ‘spare’ dates, i.e. 

the years 1924 and 1926, so 1975 had them too. The 1974 and 1976 

were meant to back up the prophecy of 1975, as we described in the 

book ARMAGEDDON IN 1975 – ‘Probability’ or ‘Possibility’? 

(2011), in the chapter Other Chronologies and 1975. 

 

These dates can be looked up and compared differently too. The 

Watchtower Society states that 1925 and the “Millions Campaign” 

were fought by the clergy, but the prediction of 1975 was reportedly 

supported by priests (!): 

 

(...) many clergymen will attempt to prevent the people from 

reading what is here written (Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 

1920 p. 7). 

 

Some priests forbade their parishioners to persecute Jehovah’s 

witnesses, to meow after them, etc. ‘If they come’ – said one of them 

– ‘listen and kindly excuse yourself, because it is yet unknown which 

religion is the true one’. In several places priests preached from 

pulpits that the end of the world will take place in the year 1975, and 

one even said: ‘Surely God send Jehovah’s witnesses as our 

comfort’. Obviously, it does not mean that all the priests changed 

their attitude. (Polish Kingdom Ministry No. 8, 1970 p. 6). 

 

It is also worth noting that the length of campaigns for both years 

was similar. The first one started in 1917 and ended in 1925, and the 

second one took 10 years (1966-1975). 
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Was Armageddon expected in the year 1925? 

 

During my conversations with Jehovah’s Witnesses I was 

repeatedly asked, “Was Armageddon to come in 1925?” In response 

they asked for specific texts from their publications about the “God’s 

war.” However, today’s publishers do not realize that before 1925 

the Watchtower Society had a completely different vision of 

Armageddon than it has today. This war was not meant to be a short 

conflict between God’s side and the devil’s and human’s side, but 

instead it was to be long process involving, for example, anarchy. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses confuse their own present concept with the 

earlier one and ask about Armageddon in 1925, the one they know 

according to today’s teaching. Similarly, the “Great Tribulation,” 

which today is linked to the “war of God” (to precede it directly), 

was once a long-time period. 

Our goal is to inform those interested that the year 1925 was not 

expected the same way as the year 1975. 

Here are the subsections we include here: 

 

Armageddon as anarchy and revolution 

The “great tribulation” since 1914 

 

Armageddon as anarchy and revolution 

 

When nothing happened in 1925, the Watchtower Society 

changed its original teaching that Armageddon had been in existence 

since 1914, and that date was to be its end: 

 

Particularly since the witnesses of Jehovah discerned in 1925 that 

the battle of Armageddon is not a period of international anarchy on 

earth but is Jehovah’s war against Satan’s entire organization, 

demonic and human, we have realized our great responsibility 

respecting mankind who are threatened with everlasting destruction 

in that universal war. (The Watchtower November 1, 1957 p. 669). 

 

In The Watch Tower, the official magazine published and 

distributed by Jehovah’s witnesses, there appeared in its issue of July 
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15, 1925, the leading article entitled “The Remnant.” This article set 

forth for the first time that Armageddon is not a disorganized “time 

of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation,” or a violent, 

anarchistic battle between capital and organized labor, but is a 

universal fight between Jehovah God and the entire organization of 

Satan the Devil in heaven and on earth. (The Watchtower December 

1, 1961 p. 721). 

 

In 1926 another brilliant flash of light revealed that the war of 

Armageddon was not to be a social revolution, as Bible Students 

once thought. Rather, it would be a war in which Jehovah will 

demonstrate his power so clearly that all people will be convinced 

that he is God.—Revelation 16:14-16; 19:17-21. (The Watchtower 

May 15, 1995 p. 18). 

 

Thus they understood the war of Armageddon to be associated 

with violent social revolution. But was Armageddon going to be 

merely a struggle between contending factions of mankind, a social 

revolution used by God to overthrow existing institutions? As further 

attention was given to the scriptures bearing on this matter, The 

Watch Tower of July 15, 1925, drew attention to Zechariah 14:1-3 

and said: “By this we would understand that all the nations of earth, 

under Satan’s direction, would be gathered to battle against the 

Jerusalem class, viz., those who take their stand on the Lord’s side 

. . . Revelation 16:14, 16.” (...) The war here being discussed was 

definitely not the one that was fought among the nations, beginning 

in 1914. It was yet to come. (Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of 

God’s Kingdom 1993 pp. 140-141). 

 

Here we present the doctrine of the Armageddon published in the 

books published in the past by the Watchtower Society: 

 

The battle of this great day of God Almighty will be the greatest 

revolution the world has ever seen because it will be one in which 

every principle of unrighteousness will be involved; for as truly in 

this judgment of the nations, as in the judgment of individuals... (The 

Day of Vengeance 1898 p. 541; The Battle of Armageddon 1923 p. 

541). 
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We need not detail the coming trouble. Everybody sees it. It will 

be a battle between giants–on the one side financial giants, trusts, 

etc.; on the other side gigantic labor organizations. Both parties are 

preparing. Both parties expect to fight to the finish. Both parties 

expect to win. Both parties will be disappointed, for both will lose. 

The Bible predicts that the result will be most terrible–anarchy–“a 

time of trouble such as never was!” We can but imperfectly surmise 

the details of the trouble, but the Scriptures imply that it will include 

social, financial, political and religious institutions. The anarchy of 

the French Revolution, and the anarchy which overthrew the Jewish 

nation, A. D. 70, are Scriptural illustrations of what may be expected 

soon. (Scenario of the Photo-Drama of Creation 1914 p. 92 [In this 

publication on page 94, the illustrations show people of various states 

fighting with each other and in the description it is said: 

Armageddon; Compare the same illustration placed in the book 

Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 57). 

 

The Armageddon associated with the years 1914 and 1915 was 

announced in the following books, as the table below indicates: 

 

The Time Is at Hand 

1908 

The Time Is at Hand 

1923 

Polish The Time Is 

at Hand 1923 

(...) “battle of the 

great day of God 

Almighty” (Rev. 

16:14), which will 

end in A. D. 1914 

with the complete 

overthrow of earth’s 

present rulership, is 

already commenced 

(p. 101). 

(...) “battle of the 

great day of God 

Almighty” (Rev. 

16:14), which will 

end in A. D. 1915 

with the complete 

overthrow of earth’s 

present rulership, is 

already commenced. 

(p. 101). 

(...) “battle of the 

great day of God 

Almighty” (Rev. 

16:14), which will 

end after A. D. 1915 

with the complete 

overthrow of earth’s 

present rulership, is 

already commenced. 

(p. 106). 

 

 Here are the comments from the period of the World War I, which 

clearly stated that Armageddon had already started, and it was going 
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on: 

 

Bible students are convinced that the great war now started in 

Europe is the beginning of that great trouble which the Bible calls 

"Armageddon" and which the Bible declares will prepare mankind 

and usher them into the kingdom of God’s dear Son, which will be 

“the desire of all nations” (Haggai 2:7), and through which a reign 

of righteousness will be established throughout the whole earth. (The 

Watchtower January 1, 1916 p. 5829, reprints). 

 

In the meantime, our eyes of understanding should discern clearly 

the Battle of the Great Day of God Almighty now in progress; and 

our faith. guiding our eyes of understanding through the Word, 

should enable us to see the glorious outcome – Messiah’s kingdom. 

(The Watchtower September 1, 1916 p. 5951, reprints). 

 

The present great war in Europe is the beginning of the 

Armageddon of the Scriptures. (Rev. 16:16-20.) It will eventuate in 

the complete overthrow of all the systems of error which have so 

long oppressed the people of God and deluded the world. (Pastor 

Russell’s Sermons 1917 p. 676). 

 

Although Armageddon supposedly was in existence since 1914, 

today, in some memoirs, the Watchtower Society describes the past 

years as if in 1925 a “second” Armageddon was expected: 

 

My first assignment was feeding the booklet Our Lord’s Return 

[published in 1925] onto a stitching machine. The overseer explained 

how to do it and, pointing to a huge pile of booklets, he said: “Hurry 

up and get the job done because Armageddon is coming!” (The 

Watchtower August 15, 1982 p. 10). 

 

Those of the original remnant who survived the experiences of 

World War I used to quote Psalm 50:5, (...) They used to think that 

only these saints were to be gathered or harvested before 

Armageddon, although it was timely for them since 1918 to herald 

the message, “Millions Now Living Will Never Die.” It was even 

suggested that this harvesting of such spiritual saints might end with 
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the year 1924, after which the heavenly glorification of these 

anointed, spirit-begotten followers of Christ would take place. (See 

The Watchtower, January 1, 1924, ¶¶ 11-32.) (The Watchtower 

December 15, 1951 p. 749). 

 

The “great tribulation” since 1914 

 

In 1925, not only did the Watchtower Society change its teaching 

about the “what was the Armageddon,” but also the “time” of its 

coming and similarly the same issues regarding the “great 

tribulation:” 

 

On account of his “chosen ones” he cuts short the days. How? 

Back in the year 1925 the suggestion was set out in the leading 

article of the Watch Tower issue of May 1, entitled “For the Elect’s 

Sake,” that “those days” of the “great tribulation” were cut short in 

the middle. The explanation was given that the “great tribulation” 

had begun in 1914 C.E. and that it was not allowed to run its full 

course then but God stopped World War I in November of 1918. 

From then on God was allowing an interval for the activity of his 

anointed remnant of elect Christians before he let the final part of 

the “great tribulation” resume at the battle of Armageddon and 

come to its termination. (...) This explanation sounded good and 

reasonable back there in 1925, just seven years after World War I 

and fourteen years before the unexpected World War II, a conflict 

four times as bad as World War I. (The Watchtower January 15, 

1970 p. 52). 

 

So, we see that in the years preceding the 1925, the teaching of the 

“great tribulation” (and Armageddon) was as it had been going on 

since 1914, and its apogee was about to happen in 1925. 

When that did not happen, in 1925 it was stated that God in 1918 

declared an indefinite pause in the “great tribulation,” after which He 

would finish His work as a next phase, someday, but soon, in 

Armageddon. 

Later, even this got changed in 1970 by the Watchtower Society. 

They now teach that the “great tribulation” and Armageddon are still 

ahead of us, so it could have had no break since 1918: 
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However, The Watchtower of January 15, 1970, reexamined 

Jesus’ prophecy, especially the coming great tribulation. It showed 

that in view of what happened in the first century, the modern 

tribulation could not have an opening part in 1914-18, a decades-

long interval, and later a resumption. That magazine concluded: 

“The ‘great tribulation’ such as will not occur again is yet ahead, for 

it means the destruction of the world empire of false religion 

(including Christendom) followed by the ‘war of the great day of 

God the Almighty’ at Armageddon.” (The Watchtower February 15, 

1994 pp. 17-18). 

 

Since according to the old teaching Armageddon and the “great 

tribulation” have been in existence since 1914, what was then 

expected in 1925? 

The answer to this question can be found in one of previous 

chapters Events expected for the year 1925, in which it was presented 

comprehensively. 

From the above we can learn that, although the Armageddon was 

not expected in 1925 as it was in 1975, many different events were 

announced, that today’s Jehovah’s Witnesses place after this “God’s 

war.” However, it must be added that then this was also placed after 

Armageddon which had been in existence since 1914. 

 

Memories about the “year 1925” 

 

The Watchtower Society in its publications has repeatedly 

returned to the topic of “millions who will not die” and the year 

1925. We will quote first and foremost quotations from the current 

publications, but also a few from 1931-1985: 

 

God’s faithful people on the earth emphasized the importance of 

the dates 1914 and 1918 and 1925. They had much to say about 

these dates and what would come to pass, but all they predicted did 

not come to pass. The predictions as to the dates were correct, but 
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what came to pass could not be fully seen in advance. (Vindication 

1931 Vol. 1, p. 146). 

 

There was a measure of disappointment on the part of Jehovah’s 

faithful ones on earth concerning the years 1914, 1918 and 1925, 

which disappointment lasted for a time. Later the faithful learned 

that these dates were definitely fixed in the Scriptures; and they also 

learned to quit fixing dates for the future and predicting what would 

come to pass on a certain date, but to rely (and they do rely) upon 

the Word of God as to the events that must come to pass. 

(Vindication 1931 Vol. 1, pp. 338-339). 

 

They had preached that in an early time God would overthrow 

“Christendom”. Many had emphasized the year 1925 as the date, 

and then when that date did not materialize the date was moved up to 

1932. Again, 1932 came and “Christendom” was not destroyed, and 

now it was discovered that “Christendom” would be spared for a 

while longer for the sake of the Jonadab class... (The Watchtower 

February 15, 1938 pp. 54-55). 

 

JEHOVAH’S faithful people on earth publicly emphasized the 

importance of the dates 1914 and 1918 and 1925. They had much to 

say about these dates and what would come to pass, but not all they 

predicted came to pass. The predictions, as to the dates, were 

correct, but what came to pass could not be fully seen in advance. 

(The Watchtower September 1, 1938 p. 269). 

 

Those of the original remnant who survived the experiences of 

World War I used to quote Psalm 50:5, (...) They used to think that 

only these saints were to be gathered or harvested before 

Armageddon, although it was timely for them since 1918 to herald 

the message, “Millions Now Living Will Never Die.” It was even 

suggested that this harvesting of such spiritual saints might end with 

the year 1924, after which the heavenly glorification of these 

anointed, spirit-begotten followers of Christ would take place. (See 

The Watchtower, January 1, 1924, ¶¶ 11-32.) (The Watchtower 

December 15, 1951 p. 749). 
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In May, 1924, during one of Brother Rutherford’s visits to 

Glasgow, he announced at the assembly then in progress that he was 

sending a brother from the British branch office to South Africa to 

serve as branch servant. The following morning, as we sat in an 

anteroom waiting to go onto the platform, Brother Rutherford said to 

me: “You heard me make that announcement last night about 

sending a brother to South Africa. Would you like to go with him?” 

“Here am I; send me,” was the response. “Think it over carefully 

and let me know in the afternoon,” was his reply. When I confirmed 

my decision that afternoon, among other things he said: “George, it 

may be for a year, or it may be for a little longer.” He had still great 

faith that the princes would be back the following year, and that big 

changes would quickly take place. (...) I had learned to love the 

assignment given me by the Lord’s organization in 1924, which was 

to be “for a year or a little longer.” It turned out to be for “a little 

longer,” but after nearly twenty-three years on the job I was not only 

willing but very desirous of going back for just as much longer as 

Jehovah willed. (The Watchtower December 1, 1956 pp. 716, 718). 

 

The year 1925 especially proved to be a year of great trial to 

many of Jehovah's people. Some stopped waiting and went with the 

world. (“Your Will Be Done on Earth” 1958 p. 337; The Watchtower 

May 1, 1960 p. 282). 

 

In the morning as I was loading the car, mother came out quite 

disturbed, tearful in fact. Among other things she said: “You know, 

some of the friends are expecting big things to happen in 1925, but 

don’t set your hopes and expectations on that too much.” I replied: 

“Mother, don’t worry. I am prepared to work and wait and see.” The 

text at Habakkuk 2:3 was one I often liked to ponder. (The 

Watchtower January 15, 1970 p. 58). 

 

God’s people had to adjust their thinking about 1925, for 

instance. Expectations of restoration and blessing were attached to it 

because they felt that that year would mark the end of seventy 

jubilees of fifty years each since the Israelites had entered Canaan. 

(Lev. 25:1-12) A. D. Schroeder states: “It was thought that then the 

remnant of Christ’s anointed followers would go to heaven to be part 
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of the Kingdom and that the faithful men of old, such as Abraham, 

David and others, would be resurrected as princes to take over the 

government of the earth as part of God’s kingdom.” 

The year 1925 came and went. Jesus’ anointed followers were 

still on earth as a class. The faithful men of old times—Abraham, 

David and others—had not been resurrected to become princes in 

the earth. (Ps. 45:16) So, as Anna MacDonald recalls: “1925 was a 

sad year for many brothers. Some of them were stumbled; their 

hopes were dashed. They had hoped to see some of the ‘ancient 

worthies’ [men of old like Abraham] resurrected. Instead of its being 

considered a ‘probability,’ they read into it that it was a ‘certainty,’ 

and some prepared for their own loved ones with expectancy of their 

resurrection. I personally received a letter from the sister who 

brought me the truth. She advised me that she had done wrong in 

what she had told me. . . . [But] I was appreciative of my liberation 

from Babylon. Where else could one go? I had learned to know and 

love Jehovah.” God’s faithful servants had not dedicated themselves 

to him only until a certain year. They were determined to serve him 

forever. To such persons the unfulfilled expectations concerning 

1925 did not pose a great problem or affect their faith adversely. 

“For the faithful ones,” remarks James Poulos, “1925 was a 

wonderful year. Jehovah through his ‘faithful and discreet slave’ 

brought to our attention the meaning of the twelfth chapter of 

Revelation. (1975 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses p. 146). 

 

What if, in expectation of the “great tribulation,” Jehovah’s 

Witnesses had eased up, and stopped watching and making plans for 

the future, in 1914, in 1925, in 1975 or at any other date—could this 

have resulted in the expansive spiritual paradise that we see today? 

How glad we are that Jehovah has energized his people to keep 

sounding forth good news in all the earth! (The Watchtower 

November 15, 1976 p. 689). 

 

1925—A CRITICAL YEAR (...) That same year of 1925 sparked 

off even greater difficulties within the organization. The book 

Millions Now Living Will Never Die had been widely used in the 

French field since 1921, and on the basis of its contents, much was 

expected of 1925. But when 1925 came and went without the 
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anticipated happenings coming to pass, those on the outside who had 

read the book made fun of the brothers. Brother Jules Anache in Sin-

le-Noble writes: “We were scoffed at by our enemies who wrote 

articles, one of which was entitled ‘Millions now living will never die 

if they take Pink pills,’ referring to a remedy that was popular at the 

time.” Worse still, the faith of some of the brothers themselves was 

shaken. Some expected to go to heaven that year. This brought about 

siftings in the congregations, particularly in Alsace. Sister Anna 

Zimmermann writes: “Unjustified hopes brought about great 

testings. Many gave up.” Indicative of this testing was the question 

meeting held by Brother Rutherford during the Basel, Switzerland, 

assembly, which took place May 1-3, 1926. The report on this 

convention stated: 

“Question: Have the ancient worthies returned? 

“Answer: Certainly they have not returned. No one has seen them, 

and it would be foolish to make such an announcement. It was stated 

in the ‘Millions’ book that we might reasonably expect them to return 

shortly after 1925, but this was merely an expressed opinion.” (1980 

Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses pp. 61-62). 

 

The year 1925 also held expectations for Jehovah’s servants. It 

was thought that a cycle of 70 typical Jubilees (70 × 50 years) from 

the time Israel entered the Promised Land would end in 1925 and 

mark the beginning of the great antitypical Jubilee, the Millennial 

Reign of Christ Jesus. It did not turn out that way. (The Watchtower 

February 15, 1984 pp. 23-24). 

 

[Rutherford] Regarding his misguided statements as to what we 

could expect in 1925, he once confessed to us at Bethel, “I made an 

ass of myself.” (The Watchtower October 1, 1984 p. 24). 

 

SERIOUS TESTINGS DURING 1925 The year 1925 started very 

promisingly with the new Bethel home and factory in Bern. The 

brothers were happy and were encouraged to push ahead with the 

work. However, some had their own personal convictions with 

respect to the year 1925. Would they let themselves be admonished 

by The Watch Tower of January 1, 1925? It cautioned: 
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“The year 1925 is here. With great expectation Christians have 

looked forward to this year. Many have confidently expected that all 

members of the body of Christ will be changed to heavenly glory 

during the year. This may be accomplished. It may not be. In his own 

due time God will accomplish his purposes concerning his own 

people. Christians should not be so deeply concerned about what 

may transpire during this year that they would fail to joyfully do 

what the Lord would have them to do.” 

Among others, Jakob Weber, who was responsible for the Service 

Desk at Bethel, was not impressed. He was so sure that all the 

anointed would be glorified in heaven by the end of the year that he 

pursued a “liquidation course.” He sent large quantities of literature 

to congregations without having received orders for it, instructing 

them to distribute the publications free of charge in their territory 

before the end of 1925. All the efforts of the brothers at Bethel to 

reason with him were to no avail. Finally, he left not only Bethel but 

the truth and caused much grief among the brothers throughout the 

country, since he drew many with him. Some congregations were 

reduced to less than half their former size. (1987 Yearbook of 

Jehovah’s Witnesses pp. 131-132). 

 

In 1924 the grown-ups talked a lot about 1925. We once visited a 

family of Bible Students, and I heard one brother ask: “If the Lord 

takes us away, what will become of our children?” Mother, positive 

as ever, replied: “The Lord will know how to take care of them.” The 

subject fascinated me. What did it all mean? The year 1925 came 

and went, and nothing happened. However, my parents did not let up 

in their zeal. (The Watchtower November 1, 1991 p. 26). 

 

Further, the widely circulated booklet Millions Now Living Will 

Never Die presented the view that in 1925, God’s purposes 

regarding the restoring of the earth to Paradise and the resurrecting 

of the faithful ones of old would begin to be fulfilled. The endurance 

of the anointed seemed to be nearly completed. (The Watchtower 

November 1, 1993 p. 11). 

 

The year 1925 came to its conclusion, but the end was not yet! 

Ever since the 1870’s, Bible Students had been serving with a date in 
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mind—first 1914, then 1925. Now, they realized that they must serve 

for as long as Jehovah wishes. (The Watchtower November 1, 1993 

p. 12). 

 

For example, he once made some dogmatic statements as to what 

Christians could expect in 1925. When events failed to support his 

expectations, he humbly told the Brooklyn Bethel family that he had 

made a fool of himself. (The Watchtower December 1, 1993 p. 18). 

 

The Year 1925—A Time of Division (...) [Poland] Throughout the 

country, there were some whose motivation for serving God was 

considerably influenced by the belief that they would receive their 

heavenly reward by 1925 at the latest. Many of these became 

spiritually weak or fell away after that year passed. During that 

period, various opposition groups were actively trying to gain 

control of the congregations or at least to weaken them. Three of 

these opposition groups exist till this day. (1994 Yearbook of 

Jehovah’s Witnesses pp. 187-188). 

 

Bible Students, known since 1931 as Jehovah’s Witnesses, also 

expected that the year 1925 would see the fulfillment of marvelous 

Bible prophecies. They surmised that at that time the earthly 

resurrection would begin, bringing back faithful men of old, such as 

Abraham, David, and Daniel. (Awake! June 22, 1995 p. 9). 

 

“We may confidently expect,” stated the booklet Millions Now 

Living Will Never Die, back in 1920, “that 1925 will mark the return 

[from the dead] of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the faithful prophets 

of old . . . to the condition of human perfection.” Not only was the 

resurrection of faithful men of old expected in 1925 but some hoped 

that anointed Christians might receive their heavenly reward in that 

year. The year 1925 came and went. Some abandoned their hope. 

But the vast majority of the Bible Students remained faithful. “Our 

family,” explained Herald Toutjian, whose grandparents had become 

Bible Students about the turn of the century, “came to appreciate 

that unrealized hopes are not unique to our day. The apostles 

themselves had similar misplaced expectations. . . . Jehovah is 

worthy of loyal service and praise with or without the ultimate 
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reward.”—Compare Acts 1:6, 7. (Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers 

of God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 78). 

 

Three years later, in 1922, another memorable convention was 

held at Cedar Point. It was a nine-day program, from September 5 to 

13. In addition to the delegates from the United States and Canada, 

some came from Europe. Meetings were conducted in ten languages. 

The average daily attendance was about 10,000; and for the talk 

“Millions Now Living Will Never Die,” so many of the public were in 

the audience that the attendance nearly doubled. The Bible Students 

did not gather at this convention with the thought that they were 

planning for work here on earth that would extend for decades into 

the future. In fact, they said that it might well be their last general 

convention before “the deliverance of the church . . . into the 

heavenly phase of the kingdom of God, and indeed into the actual 

and very presence of our Lord and our God.” But however short the 

time might be, the doing of God’s will was their foremost concern. 

(Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 pp. 

259-260). 

 

In the lecture “Millions Now Living Will Never Die,” delivered by 

J. F. Rutherford on March 21, 1920, at the Hippodrome in New York 

City, attention was directed to the year 1925. On what basis was it 

thought to be significant? In a booklet published in that same year, 

1920, it was pointed out that if 70 full Jubilees were calculated from 

what was understood to be the date when Israel entered the 

Promised Land (instead of starting after the last typical Jubilee 

before the Babylonian exile and then counting to the beginning of the 

Jubilee year at the end of the 50th cycle), this could point to the year 

1925. On the basis of what was said there, many hoped that perhaps 

the remaining ones of the little flock would receive their heavenly 

reward by 1925. This year also was associated with expectations for 

resurrection of faithful pre-Christian servants of God with a view to 

their serving on earth as princely representatives of the heavenly 

Kingdom. If that really occurred, it would mean that mankind had 

entered an era in which death would cease to be master, and millions 

then living could have the hope of never dying off the earth. What a 
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happy prospect! Though mistaken, they eagerly shared it with others. 

(Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 632). 

 

Following 1925, meeting attendance dropped dramatically in 

some congregations in France and Switzerland. Again, in 1975, 

there was disappointment when expectations regarding the start of 

the Millennium failed to materialize. As a result, some withdrew from 

the organization. Others, because they sought to subvert the faith of 

associates, were disfellowshipped. No doubt, disappointment over 

the date was a factor, but in some instances the roots went deeper. 

Some individuals also argued against the need to participate in the 

house-to-house ministry. Certain ones did not simply choose to go 

their own way; they became aggressive in opposing the organization 

with which they had been associated, and they made use of the public 

press and television to air their views. Nevertheless, the number who 

defected was relatively small. Although these tests resulted in a 

sifting and some blew away like chaff when wheat is winnowed, 

others remained firm. Why? Regarding his own experience and that 

of others in 1925, Jules Feller explained: “Those who had set their 

confidence in Jehovah remained steadfast and continued their 

preaching activity.” They recognized that a mistake had been made 

but that in no respect had God’s Word failed, and therefore there 

was no reason either to let their own hope grow dim or to slow down 

in the work of pointing people to God’s Kingdom as mankind’s only 

hope. Some expectations had not been fulfilled, but that did not mean 

that Bible chronology was of no value. (Jehovah’s Witnesses—

Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom 1993 p. 633). See pp. 163, 425-426, 

719 [the above text was quoted in the chapter Year 1918 – The 

“Millions Campaign”]) 

 

At that time, there was a widely held view that pointed to 1925 as 

the year for the resurrection to begin and for Paradise to be restored 

to the earth. Thus, many were serving with a fixed date in mind. (...) 

After 1925 passed, the holy ones no longer served God with an 

immediate, explicit deadline in view. (Pay Attention to Daniel’s 

Prophecy! 1999 pp. 303-304). 
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I still have a vivid mental picture of an imaginary scene described 

on pages 228 to 231 of the book The Way to Paradise, published in 

1924. The reader was asked to imagine himself in Paradise 

overhearing two people who had been resurrected. They were 

wondering just where they were. Then a person who had survived 

Armageddon had the privilege of explaining to the two that they had 

been resurrected into Paradise. (Luke 23:43) If I survive 

Armageddon, I would like to explain such things to my wife, my 

mother, and other loved ones when they are resurrected. But if I die 

before Armageddon, I am looking forward to the time when someone 

in the new world will tell me about the events that transpire after my 

death. (Awake! December 22, 2002 p. 23). 

 

1925, once held to be year when “ancient worthies” would be 

resurrected and remnant would receive heavenly reward... (Watch 

Tower Publications Index 1986-2016 [Watchtower Library 2016], 

See Dates of Prophetic Significance). 

 

It is interesting to note that the most recent historical book God’s 

Kingdom Rules! (2014) completely ignores the question of 

expectations connected to 1925. Only the first radio lecture by J. F. 

Rutherford was mentioned (delivered in 1922) Millions Now Living 

Will Never Die! got listened by 50,000 people (see p.72). 

A list of publications from recent years, in which the Watchtower 

Society mentions both, a book and lectures on “millions who will not 

die” (regardless that both thought about “1925”), is listed in the 

chapter Manipulations using the year 1925. 
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Conclusion 

 

The material on 1925 and the “Millions Campaign” that we have 

presented is almost complete in terms of cited publications. The 

author has found, (he strongly believes in that), an enough 

documentation to present, without bias and distortion, Watchtower 

Society teachings concerning the year 1925. Texts are usually quoted 

from the Watchtower, bypassing the Golden Age magazine 

sometimes. However, the author got acquainted with the entire 

material and he refers to or points to all magazines related to this 

subject. In addition to the publications from 1917-1926, we have 

included numerous memoirs of this organization related to this topic. 

The memoirs confirm the authenticity of the old publications and are 

also an accessible material that will allow anyone to become more 

familiar with the “Millions Campaign.” 

Although the teaching of 1925 was proclaimed in roughly the 

same span of time as the interpretation of the year 1975 (1966-1975), 

it was much more difficult to describe all the interesting issues. 

The biggest challenge was to present and describe the topic that 

today has little to do with the current interpretation provided by the 

Watchtower Society. The language and the symbols of those years is 

completely unintelligible for the uninitiated. What could today’s 

Jehovah’s Witness say about that, The ages of the animals offered 

aggregated eleven years, which, applied prophetically, on the scale 

of a year for a day, equal 3960 years, the length of time from the date 

of the visions to A. D. 1925 (The Finished Mystery 1917 p. 128). 

Can this language, full of symbols be understood by any average 

Jehovah’s Witness today, let alone by people who have little to no 

contact with the Watchtower Society’s publications? 

Another challenge I have faced was the fact all this is the 

historical, done case. I was born to the world after 1925, so I could 

not feel the atmosphere of those days, I had to rely on the existing 

Watchtower “documentation.” 

In contrast, when I wrote about 1975 or “the generation of 1914” I 

had my own memories of these teachings and I was able to verify 
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that with people who supported and even propagated their views on 

1914 and 1975. 

Unfortunately, the generation of those who deliberately expected 

1925, almost died out. I did not personally come across any person 

who, as one of the Watchtower Society’s publishers, was involved in 

the 1925 teaching. Reminiscent of those events, teaching and 

respective publications slightly become lost and go away with those 

that died. All of that plus the fact that the Watchtower Society 

manipulates and mispresents their own past teaching became an 

impulse for the author to collect and publish this book. This 

publication can be treated as, is you will, Dear Reader, a kind of 

repository or reference point for anyone to do a deeper research 

about the 1925. All the quoted publications will reveal much broader 

context to quoted passages. 

1925, 1914, 1975 and “the generation of 1914” are the most 

important dates and teachings of the Watchtower Society. In fact, 

they gave direction for many years to its followers about the future of 

the world and human being. Therefore, anyone who wants to 

understand the intentions of this organization should familiarize 

himself or herself with the material published by the Society. This 

book can help to navigate through Watchtower meanders and various 

changes to their own teaching. 

Appendix. Scans of key Watch Tower Society 

publications covering year 1925 

Here we present photocopies of the following original English 

publications: 

Millions Now Living Will Never Die! 1920 pages 88-90, 96-97, 

108, 110. 

Watchtower February 15, 1984 pages 23-24, Always Ready for the 

End (p. 21). 

Important note: We intended to include the photocopy of the 

following material:  
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Millions Now Living Will Never Die 

This is no wild assertion. There are sound reasons to believe it. 

The Watchtower and Awake! magazines regularly point to these 

Bible-based reasons.  

 (Awake! May 22, 1989 p. 32 – underlined by the author). 

However, the extant photocopies of the relevant Awake! magazine 

are found only in the bound volume, printed later as the full-year set 

of magazines. And the set has on page 32 of May 22, 1989 issue only 

a blank page. The earlier issue printed as a single publication had the 

above text on page 32. It may be proved by checking the Watchtower 

Library DVD – English edition.  For the sake of comparison, we 
present Polish counterpart of the discussed page. It is a photocopy of 
Polish Awake!, the issue of October 8, 1989, page 32.
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